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Introduction

How easy it is to let the fruit of our lips sing praise to GOD when experiencing a blessing.  On the mountaintop praise pours out freely, especially when we are the recipients of the blessing.  The urgency of our praise dims when confronted with trials, death, or loss.  As a redeemed people, GOD is worthy of our praise.  As I kneel to pray, sometimes I feel like the words on my lips diminish into manipulations and patterns that stem from ritual and not heart.  True praise will come from the heart and will cause the individual to walk away changed.  We fall effortlessly into a pattern in our conversations with GOD.  How easy it is to even allow our praise to become a ritual that is filled with the same words spoken over and over without any true heart felt sincerity.  
Let us embark on a journey examining the various aspects of the Lord’s praise.  We will examine praise songs spoken from human lips… real people with real problems in the Bible. Our journey will make our knowledge of the attributes of GOD so intimate that His Praise will also flow from our lips.  My prayers cry out that our mouths will open and our tongues let loose so we might praise Him!  Entreating GOD, I beg that no empty words pour out of our mouths tumbling to the ground.  Please make this your heart’s cry in the days to come.  

Please let me encourage you to habitually ask these questions with each Biblical character we study.  How were they feeling?  What might they have been experiencing?  What were they seeing and smelling?  Do you feel they felt the Divine?  Did their emotions prevent them from obedience?  What were their hopes and dreams?  Why is their song so significant?  What might their emotions have been like before and then after their song?  What were the attributes of GOD spoken?  How do they relate to my life today?  Does this really pertain to me?  How can I make these truths a reality in my walk now?   I desire that we come to know each Biblical character as if he or she is a dear friend.  I realize much of what we will ponder through these questions is speculation.  My intent is not to veer from the Word of GOD, but to draw us into the story that is so relevant that it is written as a worthy account in the Word of GOD.

In this study, you will be asked to read a fictional account along with the scripture text for each week before attending your small group session.  Please take time to answer the questions pertaining to the lesson to the best of your ability.  This will greatly enhance your group discussion experience.  Please keep in mind that the fictional account is strictly for fun and is not intended to add in any way to scripture.  The purpose of the fictional account is to draw you deeper into what it might have been like for those involved in the praise song.  Please take time to notice that their circumstances were not so different from your present day circumstances and yet their praise is still read today.  It is very important you read the assigned scripture texts for each week.  This will enable you to come to the group and share intelligently with a new insight from the perspective of praise. Moreover, anytime you read a fictional account of a scriptural truth reading the Word will solidify the truths the LORD wanted you to grasp, as well as enable you to know what in the fictional account utilized artistic license to recreate a scene.  Ask the LORD to reveal to you new truths about how to praise HIM.  I promise, HE will bless you abundantly.

You will also find five days of scriptures set up for you to pray as praise at the beginning and ending of each lesson.  This will serve two purposes: the first, it will make using scripture more familiar in your prayer time and secondly, it will enable the group to praise the LORD as one voice by praising HIM with the same verses.  This is your practical application.  If you do not practice praising while you study the lessons, then you will only increase your knowledge and not your relationship.  Please put into practice praying and praising using scripture.  Remember the promise, the Word will not return void.  

In the appendix, you will find a page titled “The Attributes of GOD.” You are to use this each week to write out the attributes of GOD that most impress you.  This will be a sheet for you to use in your prayer time as a reminder of who GOD is/was/will be in your life.   Ultimately, you will become so familiar with many of these praises that your tongue will be loosed to truly give the praises our LORD and KING deserves. 
Confident Singing
	[image: image1.wmf] 
	Day One

Passwords of Praise
                                    


We will begin our journey of praise by meditating upon Miriam and Moses before their praise song.  Each day will provide you with a fictional account of what it might have been like according to Miriam’s perspective.  As we study their lives, we will discover in their song a strong confidence in GOD. This section deals with our confidence in singing before GOD.  What really makes us confident?  Where does it come from?  How do I develop it?  What role does suffering play in developing confidence?  Find a comfy spot, grab your Bible, open with the praise and prayer below and let’s begin.
	Opening Praise: 
Blessed are the people who know the passwords of praise,
who shout on parade in the bright presence of GOD.
Delighted, they dance all day long; they know who you are, 
what you do—they can't keep it quiet!
Your vibrant beauty has gotten inside us— you've been so good to us!
We're walking on air!
All we are and have we owe to GOD, Holy GOD of Israel, our King!
Psalm 89:15-18/ The Message

Our Prayer: 

 O’ GOD, grant that I know the passwords of praise and sing with confidence of Your Strong Arm that is Majestic in Holiness, Awesome in Glory 
and working wonders for me today!  In Jesus’ Name, Amen!


Read the Fictional Account:  Miriam’s perspective of Moses before their song

Her screams filled the air as my mother tensed with the pain of labor.  “Aah!”  “Miriam!  Come quick!  Run to the midwife and tell her the baby is soon to arrive!” cried my father.
I peer around the doorpost for a quick glance at my mother.  Apprehension and excitement line her eyes as she prepares for the arrival of our newest family member.  I quickly run from our home in search of the midwife named Shiphrah.  A baby is ready to enter this world and I am responsible for getting the little one’s help.  The surge of protectiveness rising in me stirs a new feeling of power.  What will Shiphrah think when she sees me running up to her home?  Will she know our baby is coming?  Will she be gone?  

I cry silently in my heart, “O, YHWH, help!” As my feet touch her front yard, I double over gasping for air.  I can barely speak from the adrenaline pumping through my veins.  My eyes focus on the dirt below to find two tiny feet appear.  I stand up and look into the midwife’s face only to see my breathless expression reflected in her eyes.  The smile caressing her cheeks hints that she knows a baby is coming!  She immediately gathers a few personal items and the two of us rush off to the side of my mother.
“I want you to hold your mother’s hand and wipe her forehead” Shiphrah says as she calmly begins to minister to my mother as she nudges my father away.  As I rub my mother’s hand, I decide in my heart that I really like Shiphrah.   “AHH!” my mother squirms beneath the pain.  Hot tears roll down my face as I watch my mother struggle to birth the life within her.  Tremendous awe captures my soul as I witness the forging of a new life.  As intense emotions rage on my mothers face for this baby, they mirror my heart.  To be so wanted, so loved that my mother would subject herself to the anguish born on her body causes me to tremble from head to foot.  With one great push and a scream that turns into a moan my mother births a baby—boy.  

My heart cries out a prayer, “O, No dear YHWH not a boy!” Pharaoh wants all baby boys thrown into the Nile.  My parents will not do this. How will we keep him safe?  The midwife hands the squealing babe to me.  I hold him in my bare hands not yet cleaned from his entrance to this world as she clips his life cord separating him from my mother’s food supply.  I do not know how this baby came to be, but I know with all that is in me, I will protect him onto my death.  

His dark eyes squint at the light of day, his first glimpse of Egypt’s sun.  He has a thick patch of hair upon his head that contrasts his fresh baby flesh, free from the bronzing of the sunrays after endless days of hard labor in the scorching sun.  I watch his feeble attempts to struggle against the air of this new world he has entered.  I realize a depth of love as never before.  I make a silent vow that I will be his protector.  Isn’t that what sisters are to do?  Protect! 

Mother reaches for our baby and begins to coo to him songs of sweetness. His little body begins to relax and cuddle into her warm and soothing lullaby.  I sit mesmerized by the wonder of a mother and child.  A hunger for that bond swells up within me.  I reach over to caress his little arm.  Our baby is so tender and smooth.   I bend over to kiss the top of his head and his hair kisses my lips with the softest sensation.  As I inhaled his baby scent, I whisper to my mother, “I just want to nuzzle and cuddle him all day long.”  
My parents pass a look between them that make my arms crawl with flesh bumps, as I remember the edict against all baby boys.  We begin to conspire how we will protect him from such an ugly fate.  I decide to memorize his face.
For nearly ninety days, we cover his cries with coughs, his squeals with our laughter, his coos with our songs, all with the intent of keeping him hidden.  With each passing day that I cover the signs of a child living in our home, my intensity for protecting our baby increases.  I have never in my life felt more trusted, wanted or needed than when I watch over our baby.  
 

Read Exodus 1:1-22.  What are the circumstances leading to the birth of Moses?

Four hundred years earlier, Joseph reigned second in command to Pharaoh in the land of Egypt.  By his hand Pharaoh’s kingdom did not suffer lives when the famine came.  But now, Joseph and his brothers are long dead. They are no longer remembered (Exodus 1:8.)  A new King is in town and he is afraid of the ever growing population of the nation Israel.  The temperature toward the Israelites in Egypt festers with racial bias and fear.
As the physical labor increased in the lives of the Israelites, how did this impact their population?

The land Israel’s fathers escaped to for nourishment during famine has become a land filled with labor and bondage.  The Egyptians, distressed by the growing number of Israelites, drove them into slavery.  The more they were oppressed, the more they grew in number, and the more the Egyptian’s feared them.  Their lives became bitter with hard labor, as Pharaoh forced them to build Pithom and Rameses as store cities.   
Why is it so important we understand that Israel is in bondage?
Despite the fact that they lived in bondage, GOD delivers faithfully on His promise to Abraham that they will come out of this time of affliction with great possessions (Genesis 15:12-14.)   Exodus is a story of deliverance… salvation… captives set free.  
Observe Moses song in Exodus 15:2 after they are delivered across the Red Sea.  
“The LORD is my strength and song,

and He has become my salvation;
He is my GOD, and I will praise Him;
My father’s GOD, and I will exalt Him.”

Who better to proclaim a song to the LORD in confidence than one who knows captivity and bondage! How does GOD show Himself strong as the Israelites experience bondage in Exodus 1:20?

How do you think Israel’s bondage and fruitfulness caused them to respond to GOD?
The current Pharaoh does not understand the blessings his nation received because of the Israelites.  He does not remember Joseph and how GOD used Joseph to bring increase to the land of Egypt.  Confidence grows when we understand that increase comes from GOD.  Pharaoh does not recognize the increased population of the Israelites as a blessing from GOD.  Fear consumes him.   This reminds me of the verse in Hebrews 13:6, “Therefore, we may boldly say: The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?”  
How do you feel Israel’s remembrance of their family heritage through Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph impacted their current situation?
Confidence increases when we know where our help comes from. Consider the confidence of Shiphrah and Puah.  Because they knew GOD, they had confidence to act in a GOD honoring way— by saving a baby boy’s life!  This very act could have led to their death.  We can safely speculate that Shiphrah and Puah knew the increase came from GOD! Imagine the Israelites living in bondage reflecting upon the stories of Joseph and Jacob or the promise given to Abram as he becomes Abraham with their families.  Or ponder the wonder that the midwives were on their side! Do you hear their confidence building with each retelling?
According to Exodus 1: 5 and Acts 7:14-15, how many Israelites arrived in Egypt?
Their clan comprised of very small numbers indeed!  However, according to commentators some 600,000 men labored in Egypt during the time of Moses life.  Keep in mind, that number does not include women or children.  Talk about increase!  
Our first lesson in praise centers on knowing where our fruit comes from!  Once we understand our fruitfulness comes from GOD, we will find praise pouring out of our lips!
Think of this little baby Moses, guarded and protected for three whole months.  Don’t you know that with each milestone his family celebrated knowing GOD gave them a boy, despite their circumstances?  
As the darkness closed in wanting to steal their baby, what do you think they chose to say to GOD?
[image: image2.wmf]What will you say as the darkness closes in?   
How does a person call out blessing in the Name of the LORD when the road is marked with suffering or when required to get the straw in order to make the bricks too?  
This reminds me of “It is Well with My Soul” written by Horatio G. Spafford around 1828-1888.
  In 1873, he waved goodbye to his family as they set sail for France.  Unknown to him, he would never see most of their faces again.  The ship collided with another ship.  The mother prayed with their daughters before they sank.  She was the only one rescued from their family in the wreckage.  She sent a brief message to her husband, “Saved alone.”  The message sunk in and he plunged into deep sorrow.  Yet, when D. L. Moody came to minister to them in England he found that they were able to say, “It is well with our souls.”  

Can you say, “When the sea billows roll… whatever my lot thou hath taught me to say, it is well with my soul?”
[image: image3.wmf]How can we make this practical to our own lives today?  For practical purposes draw a stick figure in the margin.   Imagine this little man is a typical Israelite.  Now, place a dumb bar weight across his shoulders.  Yeah, I know, he doesn’t have shoulders. But, place it where it should be on the shoulders.  This bar represents the burden of bondage.  Everywhere this guy goes he has the burden of bondage upon his back.  
Now, draw weights on either side of the bar.  Name one weight “remembrance” and the other “knowing.”  At this point, this little guy’s burden is really taking its toll.  He has a choice to make.  What is he going to remember about GOD?  What knowledge will he draw upon as a reminder?  Will he choose to lift his burden up to GOD or will he continue to carry it around? If he chooses to bend at the knee, as he applies “remembrance” and “knowing,” he lifts his burden up to GOD and will discover that the muscle of confidence is strengthened.  Each time he does this, in obedience; more strength is developed in his muscle.  Slowly, over time, he will discover his burden is not as heavy because his muscle is solid and strong.  Unknowingly, he has developed strong confidence in GOD!
[image: image4.wmf]How about you?  Can you sing a confident song to GOD?  What are you confidently singing about GOD?  If your song lacks confidence, write a prayer.  Ask GOD to release you and help you lift your burden up to Him.
Maybe you need to start a relationship with GOD before you can begin to build your spiritual muscles. Salvation is a free gift from GOD so that no man should boast.  If you believe in your heart that GOD sent His Son Jesus Christ to die for your sins and that he rose from the grave, then you are saved.  Lift this knowledge up in remembrance as praise to GOD.  The more you apply the knowledge of truth the stronger your confidence will be in GOD and you will find songs belting out of you because you have discovered the passwords to praise… “remembrance” and “knowledge” lifted up!

Choose one aspect in today’s lesson that you will lift up to GOD to build your confidence in praising Him.  Write it down now and lift it up all day long today!

Read the closing praise out loud to GOD.

	Closing Praise:
Everything GOD does is right— the trademark on all his works is love. 
GOD's there, listening for all who pray, for all who pray and mean it. 
He does what's best for those who fear him— 
hears them call out, and saves them.

 GOD sticks by all who love him, but it's all over for those who don't. 
My mouth is filled with GOD's praise. Let everything living bless him, 

bless his holy name from now to eternity!  Psalm 145:15-21/The Message


Confident Singing
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	Day Two 

No Excuses… Lift Him Up!

                           


	Opening Praise: 
 The Lord lives! Praise be to my Rock! Exalted be GOD my Savior! Psalm 18:46

I will exalt you, O Lord for you lifted me out of the depths and

did not let my enemies gloat over me. Psalm 30:1
Our Prayer: 

 Father, I will exalt you!  You alone lift up out of the depths!  Let me meet You face to face and refuse to walk in a life of excuses, but to walk in the identity that You are the GOD who fulfills all His promises! In Jesus’ Name, Amen


Read the Fictional Account:
HE Lifts You Up!
I love holding our baby and gazing at his perfect nub of a nose.  A silly thought runs through my mind, I pick up the edge of my skirt and lift it over his face and whisper “Ha!” as I drop my skirt.  His squeals of delight draw the whole family in to watch. Lift, “Ha”, squeal!  Our laughter fills every corner of our home.  As someone standing outside our door calls out, “Do I hear a baby in there?” our laughter freezes!  The day we have feared for our baby’s entire life has come true.  
My parents exchange glances as mother scoops the baby out of my arms gently singing and cooing in his ear.  She hands the baby to my father as she pulls out a basket I saw her weave a few weeks back.  My mother starts to paint the bottom of the basket with tar and pitch.  
“Mom, why are you painting that basket with tar?”   
“Miriam, this is not going to make a whole lot of sense to you right now, but we are going to place the baby in the basket on the Nile River.  This will keep the baby from getting wet.”  Tears start rolling down my face in cascades of want.  I can barely lift my head to look her in the face.  “Father of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, I lift You up!  I trust You!  Help our baby!”

I walk beside my mother and father and watch them kiss our baby good-bye one last time, as they lay him down in the Nile River. They could not bear to watch, so they turn and walk away.  I hide in the twenty-foot reeds and watch our baby in the basket.  I fear for his life.  The anxiousness makes me feel as if I might throw up.  I wade into the water amidst the reeds as the leaves sharply scrape my arms and legs.  My face streams with tears.  I love our baby so much! I do not know why my parents put our baby in a papyrus basket, but they did!   
I hear them coming before they arrive at the riverbank.  I inhale as I realize that Pharaoh’s daughter and attendants are approaching our baby in a basket.  

“Look, there is a basket lapping in the reeds at the edge of the river.”  Pharaoh’s daughter reaches over and touches the shoulder of one of her slave girls.  She says something to her in Egyptian.  The slave girl nods her head and walks to the riverbank and picks up our baby in his basket cocoon.  I draw in my breath and cannot breathe.  She has our baby.  She is carrying our baby.  My mind screams the reminder that Pharaoh has ordered that boys be thrown in the river to die.  If she throws him in I will rescue him. I do not care if she sees me or not.  I must protect our baby.  “Oh, YHWH help!”
The slave girl takes the basket over to Pharaoh’s daughter and she sits it in front of her on the ground.  Curiosity wrinkles the smooth features on her face.  She wonders at such an interruption during her day.  She bends over the basket and tentatively lifts the lid to peer at the contents.  As the light of day breaks through the crack of the opening, our baby lets out a hungry wail.  I can see it stirring on her face—that same look everyone gets when they look upon a baby.  It does not matter to her that he is Hebrew.  She just feels sorry for the hungry babe.  

Compulsion, fear, adrenaline, over take me and I can’t hide anymore.  As they gaze upon our baby, I rush to their side crying, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?”  Pharaoh’s daughter looks at me for a moment.  Her eyes travel up and down my body.  She can see the scratches from the reeds in the river on my face.   My clothes soaked up to my waist betraying me further.  I am sure she knows I know the baby.  “Yes, go.” I felt as if all of heaven opens up for me as she grants me favor.  “Thank You, Father of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob!”
I need not hear more.  I ran as fast as I can to my mother and father to tell them about Pharaoh’s daughter.  My mother falls to her knees and cries tears of joy.  Pharaoh said all boys had to be thrown into the river.  We threw our baby into the river—we just put him in a basket first. YHWH had Pharaoh’s own daughter raise him up out of the river.  He lifts us up!  
She names our baby, Moses, because she drew him out of water. My mother nurses him until the day he is weaned.  So each day as she nurses him, she sings to him songs of our heritage so he will remember whence he came from.  She speaks to him only in Hebrew so he will know our language.  Our baby lives in two worlds—born a slave, yet raised, as a prince.

My parents warn me that I must never again say, “That is my baby brother” out loud.  But the passion and fervency with which I love him cannot be contained in just words.  I knew in my heart he is our baby and so as I watch him grow, I make a point to know all that goes on with him in his life.  My intensity for protecting him grows each day. I struggle to keep my thoughts contained.  Moses consumes all my thoughts as I bend over in the sun collecting the mud for bricks.  I keep my eyes open for the features of our baby.  Through the course of time, he grows into a comely man and my passion to serve him by protecting increases all the more.  My prayers center on his return to our people.
“Miriam, did you hear what Moses did?” 
“No, what happened?”

“He killed an Egyptian and buried him in the sand. He was confronted by two Hebrew men fighting.  He was last seen running off into the desert.”

My heart begins to break in two.  It cannot be true!  Moses, our baby gone? He fled the land of Egypt.  According to the story whispered among the Hebrew slaves as they work to build Pharaoh’s kingdom, as Moses watched over the Hebrews, one of the Egyptian labor masters severely beat a Hebrew slave.  Moses rushed to rescue his people, and in a fit of rage, he killed the Egyptian labor master.  His rage cost me not seeing his chiseled features.  But I knew his face so well, and I turned my passion into praying fervently for Moses to return to his people. The passage of time seems so eternal, but through the course of time he does return.    

One night in a dream, GOD tells Aaron to go and meet Moses in the dessert.  Oh, the excitement we all feel that our baby will return.  Oh, I know he is a grown man by now, but in my heart he will always be our baby.  I watch for him day after day waiting anxiously to gaze upon the face of the baby GOD lifted up from the perils of death in the River Nile.  The moment I see a shadow on the horizon, I knew it was them.  My heart flutters and races with abandon for our baby, who has returned home.

Today we will examine how the sequence of time, the cry of the heart and a face to face encounter with GOD builds confidence.  This confidence will be what enables Moses to sing his praise song with abandon to GOD.

Read Exodus 2:1-25.  
According to Exodus 2:23-25/NKJV, fill in the blanks, “Now it happened in the __________________ of time that the king of Egypt died… the children ________________ and _________________ out to GOD… GOD heard their cry and ___________________ His covenant… and GOD _________________________them!

(If you do not have access to this version, it is provided at the end of the lesson beneath the closing prayer.)
Time has a funny way of passing quickly when life is great and desperately slow when life is tough.  Time moves on for the Israelites and another Pharaoh dies.  Yet, the Israelites remain in bondage.  Remember our little Israelite stick figure yesterday?  The process of time plus the burden of bondage presses down upon him so long.  Finally, he begins to lift up his voice to GOD—not in song, but in a broken plea.  GOD hears! GOD remembers!  GOD acknowledges him!
PROCESS OF TIME + CRY TO GOD = GOD HEARING + GOD REMEMBERING

[image: image6.wmf]Read James 4:10 and 1 Peter 5:6.  What happens when we humble ourselves before GOD?
According to Psalm 27:6, what happens to King David?

Do you ever find yourself wondering how to lift your head?   When a broken hearted person lifts their cry up to GOD, they will discover the wonder of GOD lifting their head up!      
[image: image7.wmf]Take a moment to lift GOD higher in your life.  Maybe your lifting will spill forth as a cry or a plea.  Maybe it might belt out in a song.  Either way, take the time right now to remember GOD and acknowledge Him.

As Israel’s cry ascends higher and higher to GOD in the heavens, GOD acknowledges Israel by talking to whom in Exodus 3:4?
Okay, where has Moses been and what has he been up to all these years?  Is he in the desert hiding out?  Has he forgotten what he knows?  Can he no longer remember?  Doesn’t he remember?  There is something to be said for spending time in obscurity.  Living a life of the unknown, not being known, makes people want to be known.  This reminds me of Ecclesiastes 3:11, “He has put eternity in their hearts.”  Moses can run, but he cannot hide from a living GOD!  Man may not know where to find him, but GOD does.  I wonder how many conversations Moses lifted up to GOD upon the hills of Midian?  What did the echoes of GOD’s answers cause Him to reflect upon?  But on this day, there is something different… a burning bush!  With such familiarity to the call, “Moses, Moses,” Moses answers simply as if it is the most natural thing to do, “Here I am.”   Just like a dear friend, if we called out their name.  So, why Moses?
What makes Moses’ relationship with GOD different from the earlier patriarchs or prophets?

Scan Exodus 3 and underline every “I AM” spoken by GOD to Moses.  Do you see any references to “knowing” or “remembrance?”  Mark those clearly with a box.  
The first and most important point we must take from Moses is that he had a very personal walk with GOD.  He speaks face to face with GOD without riddles.  Moses stood on holy ground and was allowed to see the form of the LORD.  “I AM the LORD” gives to Moses a revelation of GOD’s character.  GOD allowed Moses to partake in a new aspect of His identity that the earlier patriarchs and prophets had not experienced.  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob knew GOD as El Shaddai—GOD our provider and sustainer.  Moses knew GOD as Yahweh—personal intimate GOD. Jehovah (another word used for Yahweh) revealed Himself as the GOD who performs what He has promised.   
In the margin, write a general idea of the history Yahweh commands Moses to tell the Israelites… “Remember… what you know!”
Yet Moses says, “But…”  Red flares should fly in our minds eye any time we say, “But… GOD!”  An identity crisis can hinder our praise…  Our praise does not appear as sincere when we are back pedaling!  In the table below list out every excuse Moses makes to GOD and every response GOD gives back to Moses in Exodus 3:11-4:14. Don’t forget to mark your verse reference for easier reference later.
Moses’ Excuses





GOD’s Responses

	
	


Moses flounders when confronted with The GREAT I AM.  He is no longer the confidant man that killed an Egyptian with his own two hands.  Now he is a broken man.  All the “but… buts…” in the world will not change the fact that GOD has given him a task to complete and a vision in how it will be accomplished!  Did you notice that GOD made it clear it would not be an easy task?   “However, I know that the king of Egypt will not allow you to go, unless [he is forced] by a strong hand” (Exodus 3:19.)  Moses had to be thinking, “Whose strong hand?  Not mine!  The one time I used it to subdue someone I ended up running into the desert!”  Yet, Moses loaded his donkey with his family and returned to the land of Egypt.
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Too many excuses
Why Moses?  At the end of the day… he obeyed!  One more lift of remembrance and knowledge as Moses tells his father-in-law and then off to Egypt he goes.  Hi ho hi ho hi ho!  As Moses lifts the bar upon his shoulders, carrying what he knows and remembers of GOD, I can visualize a cutting of his spiritual muscles taking place.  Slowly, he begins to “look at his life through heaven’s eyes.”
[image: image9.wmf]Have you ever made excuses to GOD?  Why?  Make a list of them on a separate piece of paper.  Once your list is complete, remember that GOD will lift the head of the one who calls out to Him.  If possible, destroy the list by burning it up.  Just like the burning bush drew Moses to holy ground with GOD use it to symbolize that you will no longer live a life of excuses, but will turn aside and hear GOD’s voice calling out your name.

Read the following song from DreamWorks animated feature "The Prince of Egypt."  The music and lyrics were written by Stephen Schwartz.  This song is sung as Moses enters the desert, meets Jethro, and marries Zipporah.  It is a good reminder to us that we need to look at our lives through heaven’s eyes. Each of us is called to look at our life through heavens eyes.  Sometimes it is easier to walk the road of excuses rather than walk the road through heavens eyes.  Say a prayer as you read this song that GOD will give you a glimpse of heavens eyes for your life.
	"Through Heaven’s Eyes"
A single thread in a tapestry-
Though its color brightly shine-
Can never see its purpose 
In the pattern of the grand design.

And the stone that sits on the very top 
Of the mountain's mighty face-
Does it think it's more important 
Than the stones that form the base?

So how can you see what your life is worth 
Or where your value lies?
You can never see through the eyes of man
You must look at your life, 
Look at your life through heaven's eyes. 
Lai-la-lai...

A lake of gold in the desert sand 
Is less than a cool fresh spring-
And to one lost sheep, a shepherd boy 
Is greater than the richest king. 
If a man lose ev'rything he owns, 
Has he truly lost his worth? 
Or is it the beginning 
Of a new and brighter birth?

So how do you measure the worth of a man-
In wealth or strength or size?
In how much he gained or how much he gave?
	The answer will come,
The answer will come to him who tries 
To look at his life through heaven's eyes.

And that's why we share all we have with you, 
Though there's little to be found. 
When all you've got is nothing, 
There's a lot to go around.

No life can escape being blown about 
By the winds of change and chance,

And though you never know all the steps, 
You must learn to join the dance-
You must learn to join the dance.

Lai-la-lai...

So how do you judge what a man is worth? 
By what he builds or buys?

You can never see with your eyes on earth-
Look through heaven’s eyes. 
Look at your life, 

Look at your life, 
Look at your life through heaven's eyes!




Remember your little Egyptian stick figure of a man.  We left him yesterday holding “remembrance” and “knowledge.”  Today we want to add to his weights of remembrance and knowledge the truth that there are no excuses to be used with GOD and if we lift Him up He will lift us up!  Take the bar and lift it up in your own life right now.  Now read the song again and mark the one aspect of the song that speaks to your life.  Take the time to lift this up before GOD without excuse so you can strengthen your confidence in GOD and praise Him for the glory that is due to His Name.

	Closing Praise:

Lord, hear my voice when I call;

be gracious to me and answer me,
In Your behalf my heart says, “Seek My face.”

Lord, I will seek Your face.

Psalm 27:7-8


ANSWERS:
Now it happened in the process of time that the king of Egypt died. Then the children of Israel groaned because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry came up to GOD because of the bondage. 24 So GOD heard their groaning, and GOD remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25 And GOD looked upon the children of Israel, and GOD acknowledged them. 

Exodus 2:23-25/NKJV
Confident Singing
	[image: image10.wmf] 
	Day Three

GOD Confidence Engraves Peace

                           


	Opening Praise: 
You are my GOD, and I will give you thanks;you are my GOD, and I will exalt you.

Psalm 118:28
Our Prayer: 

 O Deliverer, inscribe Your peace upon my heart, build my confidence in You.  Shock me and amaze me today with Your strong arm that I might lift You up and be planted in the mountain of Your inheritance established by Your hands.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen!


Read the Fictional Account:

Deliverer!
I can’t believe Moses is standing right here in front of me.  He has changed so much I hardly recognize him. His raven black hair wild from the desert winds makes him seem so mysterious, yet his demeanor embodies gentleness.  He seems almost tentative—shy.  If I squint my eyes I think I can still see the child in his face, but there is more… something that speaks of life, experience, sadness, regret and even anticipation. There dwells a depth in his eyes that shines with the knowledge of a mystery.  He definitely is different.  His countenance glows, but this was not the glow from an afternoon being kissed by the sun.  I’m finding myself looking forward to finding out the revelation behind this mystery.
Moses and Aaron plodded up to our group and stood side by side shifting the sand in the dirt with their feet.  Finally, Aaron stated, “Gather all the elders together so we can tell them everything that the LORD has said to Moses.”  As Aaron finished his words, Moses looked up with a flash of purpose piercing through his eyes.  Moses took his staff and threw it on the ground.  The hard stick slithered into a snake.  I do not like snakes!  And to my horror he bent down and picked it up by the tail and it became a staff again.  A collective gasp sucked the air with a high pitched hiss.  My thoughts started to ponder the impact of what just happened.  The Egyptians believe that the snake is a symbol of power and life.  Moses’ performance is a sign that proved GOD’s power over the snake.  Just as the snake slithered on the ground, the people began to stir and whisper in excitement that Jehovah had returned with Moses.

Moses stared at the people, as they chattered about the staff snake.  Slowly he lifted his hand in the air pausing until all eyes focused upon him then he purposely placed his hand inside his cloak.  With a look of defiance upon his face, he pulled his hand out covered leprous white.  Did he have leprosy when he came?  I don’t remember seeing that before. I’m confused.  Things are not what they seem.  Swiftly, the people withdrew from Moses.  Anyone who had leprosy was no longer allowed to live among the people. They were ostracized and lived as outcasts outside the city.  Just as quickly as he put his leprous hand out, he withdrew it into the cloak and brought it out again restored like the rest of his flesh.  Did he have the power to heal?  GOD must have given our baby the power to heal the most dreaded disease.   

Voices cry out questions like rolling thunder… “How did you do that?”  “Moses, where have you been?”  “What are you trying to tell us with these signs?”  “Is this trickery or GOD?”
Moses casually walked over to the Nile River as the questions pelted his back.  He knelt over and scooped up a vial of water just as he was scooped up by Pharaoh’s slave girl so long ago.  He lifted the water so all could see it.  He slowly tilted the vial until the water spilled forth onto the ground.  Right before my eyes the murky waters of the river became blood.  This sign silenced all!  I inwardly cried, Father, this is serious.  The Egyptians worship this river as a god and by turning it into blood Moses defeats their god. I know this power comes from You Provider, but they will not know that and this means trouble! El Shaddai, what are you up to? Is this the answer to my prayers that Moses returns and sets our people free?

The great mystery in Moses’ face when he arrived now reveals that Yahweh has heard our cries.  
Moses speaks, “The LORD is concerned about us and has seen our misery.”  I love the boldness of his words and deep resonance of his voice!  It is music to my ears.  We fell down on the ground and worshiped Yahweh for it is obvious Moses speaks the truth.

Tears well up in my eyes, as I realize Moses is an instrument of GOD.  All the years of protectiveness solidified in my heart and I knew that I will serve alongside Moses and Aaron.  This is the reason GOD allowed him to be drawn out of the river instead of swallowed by it.  All of those years of wondering what GOD was doing became ever so clear to me.  GOD chose Moses from birth to be His spokesman.  My worship of Yahweh fresh with this new knowledge washed me with awe as never before.
Moses turned to Aaron guiding him by the elbow to follow him.  I jump up from the prostrate position in the dirt to quickly follow in their footprints only to discover them entering the courtyard of Pharaoh.  Why did they have to go to a place I am not allowed?  I sat on a stone to wait for their return.  At sunset, I finally decide to go home. 

A new dawn brought joy to my heart as I remembered Moses’ return.  I swiftly set about my morning ritual rushing to responsibilities within the city.  My arrival brought about a commotion with my friends.  “What did Moses do yesterday when he left?”  “How could he do this to us?”  “Did you hear what Pharaoh has commanded?”  “It is all Moses fault!”
Whatever Moses and Aaron said in Pharaoh’s palace backfired upon our people.  Abel poured out, “Pharaoh increased our labor.  He requires that we gather straw for our brick making and meet the demanding quota he already expects of us!”    I felt trouble brewing in the heat of their words.  The foreman for our people threw a pile of straw in a heap and stomped over to Moses and Aaron and bellowed, “May the LORD look upon you and judge you!  You have made us a stench to Pharaoh and his officials and have put a sword in their hand to kill us.”

My mouth fell open!  Who does he think he is?  If I did not believe in GOD, I might go and knock him down for the look he caused to travel up our baby’s face.  All sense of assurance that had been there moments ago—gone!  Moses’ features crumble and the weight of the burden for our plight weighed upon him as the heaviest brick of all.  He withdrew quietly from the crowd.  
As I lay brick all day long, I wonder has he left us again?  My heart mourns to see his countenance one more time.  I understand our people are angry and frustrated.  I too know the yoke of slavery and the toll it takes upon my body and mind.  As I look out across the camp, I observe bitterness and contempt sweep across the faces of the people. No one dare speak the name of Moses.  They forgot all about the signs and wonders that he and Aaron had performed for the LORD.  I cry in bitterness too because I want to protect him and I cannot.

Just when I thought things cannot get worse Moses returns, he slowly approaches our camp quietly with his head hung low.  When he stands just a few feet from me he lifts his head and speaks. “The GOD of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob appeared to me.  He has revealed a new aspect of His character… YHWH—the One who keeps His promises.  GOD has covenanted with us to give us the land of Canaan where we live as aliens.  He has heard our groaning because of our slavery from the Egyptians and He has remembered His covenant.  He is the LORD! GOD will bring Israel out of her yoke under the Egyptians.  GOD will free us from being slaves to them and He will redeem us with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment.  GOD said, “He will take us as His people and He will be our GOD. Then we will know He is the LORD our GOD who brought us out of bondage.  He also said that He will bring us to the land that He swore with an uplifted hand to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  He will give it to us as a possession.  He is the LORD!”

Incredible!  I stood there for a moment holding my breath just absorbing all he said.  To my amazement no one listened!  He just told us that GOD our LORD will use His outstretched arm to express His active role in delivering us from the Egyptians. And here I stand amidst a people that prefer to allow the bitterness of bondage to prevent them from seeing the mighty gift from GOD Moses just shared.  They did not hear because they are so discouraged from the cruel yoke upon them.  Moses turned once again with that crumbled look upon his face and departed from us.

 

Today, we will examine what deliverance looks like in the Kingdom of GOD and the importance of our response to His provision for deliverance.  We must ask ourselves how our response to deliverance impacts our praise.  Read through Exodus 5 in order to grasp the climate of everyone’s attitude as Moses begins his ministry of deliverance.
For each person write out their response to the message Moses gave to Pharaoh and the outcome.

Pharaoh (Exodus 5:2, 4)



Taskmasters/Foreman/Slave drivers (Exodus 5:10-14)
Officers of the children of Israel (Exodus 5:15-16)
Moses & Aaron
 (Exodus 5:1-2, 22)
Did anyone seem pleased with the message and outcome?
Bruce Wilkinson calls these people in our lives “border bullies” in his book titled, THE DREAM GIVER.  This is the tough part of learning how to sing with confidence.  Honestly, who wants to sing when it appears as if the world is against you or worse yet, the people you love the most don’t get it?  

I am sitting here laughing out loud.  How many times have you or I personally experienced this reality of being told to do something and once you do it everyone is upset with what you have done?  Once is enough!  Amen!  GOD has clearly spoken to Moses through a burning bush no less, He patiently answered all of his doubts about his ability and here we find him questioning GOD again.   In my own twisted way, I can hear GOD saying to Moses, “I told you there would be conflict! Welcome to reality! Now get up and do as I say!’  Praise GOD, HE does not answer us that way.  Instead GOD reminds Moses of what he knows about GOD.   

Read Exodus 6:1-8 and underline every reference to who GOD is and what GOD will do in behalf of Israel.   
In less than eight verses, GOD gives Moses at least fourteen references to who He is or has been and what He will accomplish in their behalf.  When GOD gives an assignment that is uncommon, we can undoubtedly say He will make sure that He gives assurance just as uncommonly.  It is almost as if GOD is personally training Moses to lift the burden reminding him to remember what he knows and to lift it up in faith.  I wonder if Moses mentally practiced these truths about GOD like I do?  Did he walk from his meeting with GOD to Pharaoh’s quarters saying things like… “I AM sent me!  HE made covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob!  He is not going to break His covenant!  He hears our cries!  He knows our pain!  I want to know HIM as my GOD!  I want HIS heritage! I will do as He says!”
[image: image11.wmf]Do you mentally practice the truths you know about GOD?      What are some of your favorite truths to restate in your mind as you are confronted with obstacles? 

If you do not practice this habit, I challenge you to begin claiming the truths of the Word of GOD as you walk by the way (Deut. 6:4-9.)  Consider writing them down.  I have on my stick shift several scriptures proclaiming GOD’s power from a prayer walk my church did years ago.  I periodically will read them at stop lights as a way of claiming GOD’s truth even while waiting for a light.
Exodus 5:19-21; 6:9-12

What keeps others from hearing a word from GOD?  Or in being confident in the word GOD gives to their fellow believers?

[image: image12.wmf]What has kept you from hearing a word from GOD or hindered your GOD confidence in another?

There will be times when GOD speaks to you when other believers will not believe you or listen.  It does not negate GOD’s message to you!  It is their own bondage that keeps them from hearing and seeing the truth before them. Even other believers may have a hard time obeying the message GOD has revealed to you.  It is critical that this does not impact how you respond to the will of GOD.  Do not waiver.  Be confident that HE will be Jehovah for you just as HE was for Moses!

[image: image13.wmf]Who are the most difficult people in your life to talk with about what GOD is doing in your life?

I call these confidence breakers!  They can come in the form of a comment, a word, a look, a thought, an attitude, an action, and sometimes even a prayer.  LORD, help us and forgive us.  Some questions we might ask ourselves are: How do we stop them?  What prevents us from allowing our confidence to not be rolled up in their responses?  How do I stop it if it comes from my own mind?
The odd thing about deliverance is that not everyone wants to be delivered.  And if they do they may not want to deal with the difficulties that must be endured to pass through to deliverance.  Often times the obstacles blind others from seeing deliverance on the other side.  When I get to heaven I will ask GOD, “Is this why it took ten plagues?  I realize the plagues motivated Pharaoh to let HIS people go, but what about the vision of the Israelites?  I can’t help but wonder with each plague if they develop clearer vision to see His majesty and a greater understanding of their Deliverer.  As each plague is remembered at the family dinner conversations, don’t you know their confidence in their Deliverer increased with each retelling!  Our Deliverer is powerful! Lift it up!  Our Deliverer destroys other nation’s concept of GOD!  Lift it up!  Our Deliverer’s arm is strong!  Lift it up!  Spiritual muscle builds with each lifting of these truths.  
[image: image14.wmf]What does GOD require of you?

Read Exodus 12:33-36.

GOD requires that you remain obedient before your people and your enemy.  Press on with what GOD has told you and the people will do as GOD has said.  

[image: image15.wmf]Who are your people-- family, friends, coworkers… that GOD is requiring of you to walk before them in obedience?  

[image: image16.wmf]How are you called to obedience before them?

What is the demeanor of the children of Israel when they leave Egypt according to Exodus 14:8?

Read Exodus 13:17-18.   Why does GOD reroute the Israelites off the desert road?

Beloved do you see this?  GOD does not want us to run back!  He knows we want to, but He desires that we go forward.  Walking in the will of GOD must be done unwaveringly without looking back!  What happens when the children of Israel lift their eyes to see Pharaoh’s army coming after them in Exodus 14:10-12?
[image: image17.wmf]Are you afraid?  Do you see an army coming after you?  Hear Moses’ words to the Israelites and be confident!

Read Exodus 14:13-14.

What is the advice that Moses gives to the people?

I am going to list out what I took from his message!  As you read through it consider this… Moses gives the Israelites another version of the armor of GOD!  As I read this passage, it draws up remembrance within me of the armor of GOD found in Ephesians 6. You might consider reading Ephesians 6 and see if you find any similarities then jot them down in the margin.

1. Do not be afraid!
This is easier said than done!  In moments when my gut wrenches and my heart pounds from fear, I practice crying out scriptures that I remember and know.  Knowing my armor is intact builds my confidence and assurance of who GOD is and will be in me and through me.  Amazingly, my “armies” have never overtaken me either!
2. Stand Firm/Still!
In a way this like saying, “Know what you know and rest in it!” As truth becomes solidified in our hearts and minds, we are able to stand firm.  We can truly become immovable within the knowledge of the Immovable Rock as we trust His armor surrounding us!  This reminds me of my basketball days in High School.  My coach would tell us to plant our feet and not move them when we were on defense.  Everything within me would plant my feet into that court.  The opponent invariably would plow me to the ground.  I kept my stance and did not move and in the end they received a “foul.”  The enemy pursues with tenacity and will knock us down from time to time, but our great GOD will call “foul” when we stand firm in Him!  He will not tolerate it!  Remember…
3. Watch/see the Lord’s deliverance today

Habakkuk 1:5 says, “Look among the nations and watch—be utterly astounded!  I will work a work in your days which you would not believe, though it was told to you.”   Moses is telling them Stop, Look, and Listen!  You are about to see amazing things!  YHWH delivers today!  Open your eyes and be amazed!  I have a dear friend that claims this over her family on a regular basis.  She is a single mom seeking to glorify GOD in every aspect of her life.  Every time I enjoy a conversation with her she shares one more way GOD shocks and amazes her today!  How easy it is to lose sight of the expectation to be shocked and amazed today.  GOD’s deliverance has not lost its miraculous power today.  We too need to open our eyes and watch with expectation what GOD is going to do in our day!  Amen!
4. Be confident the Lord will fight for you.

I love the way the Message says this line, “Take a good look at the Egyptians today for you are never going to see them again!”  Confident!  Almost smug!  The Hebrew word for fight implies that GOD will literally feed upon them by devouring them or consuming them completely!
   “When the LORD is for you who can be against you?”  GOD confidence creates an indescribable release because it is embodied by peace!
5. Just be still/hold your peace!
I love how the NKJV states, “You shall hold your peace.”  Consider this… GOD confidence has a way of engraving peace upon our hearts.  Peace is in our hands, but it is inscribed by the confidence we have developed in our GOD!  Got GOD Confidence?  Peace!  If we find things are in a tizzy and not so peaceful, we must question where our beliefs about GOD have broken down?  Where have we placed our armor?  What are we holding in our hands?  
[image: image18.wmf]Are any of these real for you today?  How?

Read Exodus 15:16-18

What makes the advice given by Moses so unchanging? 


By the power of His Arm,


You will be planted



You will be brought to the mountain of your inheritance



GOD is established



And will reign forevermore!

GOD’s character will not change.  It cannot change!  GOD is YHWH—The One Who Keeps His Promises.  Sing with Confidence!  Sing in His Strength!  Sing knowing that GOD revealed Himself in a new way to Moses and He will do this for you too!  Lift Him up in confidence knowing that He will battle for you!  Allow Him to inscribe upon your hands His peace!  You will be planted and brought to the mountain of your inheritance.  GOD is established and will reign forever more!
	Closing Praise: 
I will exalt you, my GOD the King;

I will praise your name for ever and ever.

Psalm 145:1


 Confident Singing
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	Day Four

Confidence in His Majesty

                           


	Opening Praise: 

Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: 
"The LORD's right hand has done mighty things! 
     The LORD's right hand is lifted high; 
     the LORD's right hand has done mighty things!"

Psalm 118:15
Our Prayer: 

Who is like our GOD…Majestic in Holiness, Awesome in Glory, and Working Wonders? Father, let the glory of your attributes wash over me that I might live in awe of who You are and all You can and will accomplish in me and through me that I truly live a life confident of Your Majesty! In Jesus’ Name, Amen!


Read the Fictional Account:  Horse and Rider Consumed by the Sea
I am discovering that the longer I pray for someone the deeper my love grows for them.  The longer I pray about a situation the more my contentment settles into peace.  As the Father engraves His peace upon me, I contently watch Moses lead.  There is no doubt in my mind that Moses walks with GOD.  I don’t know if the others can see it or if Yahweh is allowing me a glimpse of his life through heaven’s eyes.  His face shines brighter with each new day.  I am making it my habit to observe Moses’ comings and goings. He has developed a pattern of visiting Pharaoh and then withdrawing.  I counted sixteen visits to Pharaoh as Moses performed mighty miracles from GOD—ten in all.    
The word ominous does not even come close to describe the conditions in the land of Egypt now.  The horror sweeping the land covers all human beings: Egyptian, Israelite, slave, free and even the animals are showing signs of fear.  Just this morning, the Egyptians invited us into their homes giving us all their silver and gold as they urged us to leave.  Our freedom cost the Egyptians dearly.  It impacts them economically as they lost their cattle, crops, and water supply.  It impacts them personally as they lost their first born.  It cost them spiritually because each item destroyed represented some god they worship.  As I walk along the road behind Moses and Aaron, my mind rattles with the past days events.  The plagues were inconceivable, yet I watched them with my own eyes and now I know without a doubt He who is faithful will set our path straight!  The bounty of our load we are hauling across the land overwhelms the senses for it appears immeasurable.  
A columned cloud fills the sky.  Our caravan ceases for a moment as a collective “awe” fills the air as it appears.  Moses declares, “It is the LORD!”  Apparently, the way by the Philistines will not be in our journey.  The pillar of cloud leads us into the wilderness by the Red Sea.  Just as I think my feet can take no more, we stop near Pi Hahiroth between Migdol and the sea.  Relief washes over me!   Rest at last!  As I am setting up camp I hear, “It is Pharaoh’s army!”  Fear sweeps across our camp, as I lift my eyes to see the Egyptians marching after us.
The sea opens like a doorway to a massive hall of water as the column cloud separates our people from the Egyptian army.  Miraculous power keeps the water at bay.  Slowly, we begin to walk across on dry land. The water wall reminds me of the blood we painted around our door posts just the other day.  The blood encased doorway signifying our salvation—a passing over.  Now the water wall, on either side signifying another passageway the Deliverer provides for our freedom—a passing through.  He sets the path straight.  We choose the steps we take.  

Gingerly… 

tentatively… 

step after step… 

slowly… 

surely… 

…confidence rising

…purposely

lifting…



singing…




praising…





dancing…

As I begin the descent outside of the water wall, I turn to see where the Egyptian army is at.  They circle in confusion as their chariots turn over snapping their wheels off and leaving them at the bottom of the sea.  Many begin to flee as fear grip them, just as the last of our people left the majestic water wall.  The sea consumes their strength.  The best of their military prowess swept away in the sea never to be seen again.  Men, armor, horses, and chariots—All gone!  Any surrounding nation will know without a doubt that the GOD of the Israelite nation led by Moses is to be feared and not reckoned with!  

“For who among the gods is like you, O LORD?  Who is like you--- majestic in holiness, awesome in glory working wonders?  In your unfailing love you lead the people you have redeemed.  In your strength you guide us to your holy dwelling...”  I pick up my tambourine and lead the women in dancing and singing.  “Sing to the LORD, for He is highly exalted.  The horse and the rider He has hurled into the sea.”

Every word of Moses’ song is true.  We ended yesterday with the reminder that GOD cannot change.  Exodus 15 allows us to join in song with Moses after his incredible journey with GOD.  Every truth Moses proclaims about GOD in this praise song is still true today.  He will not change because if HE did, it would alter the very essence of who He is and this is not a possibility. 

Read Exodus 15 and make a simple list of all the wonderful truths you learn about GOD.  Consider the different attributes of GOD proclaimed or implied.

Some of the attributes you might have listed: Exalted, Hurler, Strength, Song, Salvation, Heritage,  Warrior, I AM (Is His Name), Majestic, Power, Consuming, Holiness, Awesome, Glory, Worker, Right Hand, Loyal Love, Redeemer, Inheritance, Dwelling Place, Sanctuary, Endless.  Your list may be different than mine and that is okay. 
 

Now look at the list above and choose three of the descriptions you listed about GOD and make this song of victory yours by praising Him for those characteristics.   If you are not able to see those characteristics evident in your life, then pray a prayer asking GOD to make them evident and real to you today! 

Reading Moses and Miriam’s song makes me want to belt out these words, 
“Majesty!  Worship His majesty!  Be glorifed!  Now crucified.  King of all Kings!”  
A new thing is instituted!  Read Exodus 12:2/ NKJV.  “This shall now be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year to you.”  I can’t help but wonder if they did not realize the new thing began until they began their dance.  As they took the time to reflect upon all that transpired over the days leading to their exodus, suddenly they capture the truth… “a new year has begun in the life of Israel!”
Read Exodus 15:7-10

Why did the nations tremble?

Glance through Exodus 7-11 and make a list of the 10 plagues.  There should headings in your Bible that list the plague before the section describing it.  
Now beside each plague write out how you believe the plagues impacted the Egyptian culture (mentally, emotionally, physically, socially, economically, and spiritually.) 
Consider how each plague impacted the Israelite nation.  Did they with each passing plague grow in their trust for GOD?  
What did their fear look like before and after each plague?  
How did it impact their growth in their confidence in all powerful GOD?
Our enemy in its greatest strength has no power over the smallest effort from GOD.  His very breath can knock them out of the picture.  The nations will tremble!  Amen!

Egypt, completely destroyed, witnesses’ the destruction of all of their resources:  cattle, crops, and first born sons.  Their economic stability is shaken to its core.  Their future impacted by a rod and staff wielded by a fugitive that lived in the desert for 40 years.  Their lineage was broken in the deaths of their first born.  The great pride of each household stripped from them—crippling their emotions.  Their water supply utterly ruined.  Destitute to live lives burdened with the labor of digging by the Nile to obtain water from the depths of the earth where it had not been desecrated by the plague of blood.  Survival is now the first and foremost thought upon their minds.  The greatest humiliation splashed upon their nation as GOD’s presence comes in the form of a cloud by day and firelight by night and swallows their army deep within the Red Sea.  Six hundred of Pharaoh’s best chariots along with all the other chariots of Egypt splashed into oblivion.  The cream of the crop, the best of the best pulled into the depths of the sea… a crippled nation at the hands of Mighty GOD.  No strength to rely upon!  No leaders to count upon!  No wealth to carry them through.  No sons to redeem them!  Every nation, tribe, and people group that heard of what the LORD did for the Israelites—trembled.  Rightfully so!
How did Egypt’s suffering draw attention to GOD?  

Read Isaiah 44:21-23.  Circle the key word we have focused upon this week and underline what Israel is asked to do.
"Remember these things, O Jacob, 
     for you are my servant, O Israel. 
I have made you, you are my servant; 
     O Israel, I will not forget you. 

"Remember these things, O Jacob, 
     for you are my servant, O Israel. 
I have made you, you are my servant; 
     O Israel, I will not forget you. 

I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, 
     your sins like the morning mist. 
Return to me, 
     for I have redeemed you." 

I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, 
     your sins like the morning mist. 
Return to me, 
     for I have redeemed you." 

Sing for joy, O heavens, for the LORD has done this; 
     shout aloud, O earth beneath. 
Burst into song, you mountains, 
     you forests and all your trees, 
for the LORD has redeemed Jacob, 
     he displays his glory in Israel. 

“Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lamp stand from its place.” Rev. 2:5
This is a good warning for each of us! Remember…repent…return!  As Israel watches Egypt suffer, they undoubtedly lift up in remembrance what they knew about GOD.  The observance of suffering draws repentance of their sins. Fear that their lamp stand could just as easy be swept away in the sea if they don’t return to their first love!  This is why they were able to dance and sing this line.  “Who among us is like our GOD?” Exodus 15:11

We too must ask, “Who among us is like our GOD?”

Majestic in Holiness


Awesome in Glory


Working wonders

[image: image20.wmf]How have you seen GOD’s Majestic Holiness, Awesome Glory, and Working wonders?  Please take the time to remember a few.
Through Moses’ song we are provided three powerful characteristics to praise GOD.  Take the time to lift them up before GOD as you remember how He moved in behalf of the Israelite nation knowing that if He did this for them He will also do it for you as one of His children.

Each of these characteristics of GOD will not change with the lapse of time.  Some commentators believe that Moses and Miriam’s song may be the oldest recorded song in the world.  Joyfully we can celebrate that GOD is the same today as He was yesterday.  Therefore, we too must sing with confidence that Jehovah will fulfill what HE has promised!!!  Amen! Hallelujah!

Romans 11:26… And so all of Israel shall be saved!  Praise GOD in song out loud as you read this praise!
	 Closing Praise:

    And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: 

the whole earth is full of his glory. Isaiah 6:3


Confident Singing
	[image: image21.wmf] 
	Day Five

Wilderness Warnings Guards Confidence
                           


	Opening Praise:  
Exalt the Lord our GOD and worship at his holy mountain, for the Lord our GOD is holy.

Psalm 99:9

Our Prayer: 

 Father, Help me to remember to repent and return to you by listening to Your voice, doing what is right in Your eyes, paying attention to Your commands and keeping Your decrees for I want Your protection and healing guidance. In Jesus’ Name, Amen!


Read the Fictional Account:

What a great day!  I reflected upon the crossing of the Red Sea, dancing with GOD waving my tambourine, and the joy of being His child.  The great water wall will always be a reminder to me of GOD’s righteousness moving mightily for our crossing over into peace!  Truly Glorious!  I find it hard to believe that it happened three days ago!  Time passes so quickly! Sometimes, I feel as if time travels through my fingers as rapidly as the grain of sand that seeps through a clasped hand!  
“What are we going to drink?” A loud voice bellowed.
I know that voice well.  Irritation began to crawl up my spine and seep into my toes as I clenched my fists ready for another onslaught of verbal attack upon my brother.  Still, curiosity drew me closer to the loud voice.  
“I said! What are we going to drink Moses? We have been wandering around for three days in the wilderness with no water to drink.  At least in Egypt there was enough water to quench our thirst!  The water here is bitter!”
I glance at Moses to see how he will respond.  Staring at the sky he lifts his hands to heaven and cries, “LORD?” Pausing for a few moments he stood frozen in surrender.  Slowly he lowers his hands and walks over to a tree and picks up a branch raises it high in the air over his head and flings it into the bitter mirage.  The edges of his cloak soak in the wet liquid as he bends down to scoop a handful.  Tasting the water, he nods his approval as he walks away.
Swiftly our feet rush to the waters edge, as we bend down lapping up the tepid water.  
As Moses stands behind us watching our water stampede, I wonder… What is he thinking?  Why isn’t he drinking?  Does it bother him when the others challenge him?  How can I encourage him today? Does the grumbling and complaining grate on his nerves like it does mine?

Quietly Moses states, “The LORD says, ‘If you will carefully obey the LORD your GOD, do what is right in His eyes, pay attention to His commands, and keep all His statutes, I will not afflict any illness on you I inflicted on the Egyptians, for I am the LORD who heals you.” 
I look around to see if anyone is listening.  The waters quenching bath robbed ears from hearing.  Families laughing and splashing water cascades turned their backs to the LORD’s words.  Quickly forgetting the provider, the people did not pay attention to Moses.  He stood his ground solid and secure while we let our guard down and chose the healing of the tepid water over the healing from the Great I AM!
 

What a miraculous journey!  The Israelites’ praise lifts to GOD and pours out in song as they are released from their bondage in Egypt.  What is to become of them in the wilderness?  Can they handle life free from captivity?  We ended yesterday with a reminder to “remember”, “repent”, and “return.”  Today, we will examine the necessity of these three truths embedding within our psyche because it is easy to forget what the LORD has done!

Read Exodus 15:22-27.  How many days into the wilderness after their joyous celebration did the Israelites last before they complained about their circumstances?

Three whole days!  I want to shout… “REMEMBER!”  “REPENT!” “RETURN!”  After the miraculous provision on the mountain top, we too can find ourselves dropping uncontrollably down the slope of forgetfulness.  What gets in our way of remembering?  What makes us trip and fall?  We too can choose the immediate presence of tepid water over the enduring presence of the Great I AM.
The LORD knew the phenomenon of forgetfulness.  He graciously gives them water to drink and establishes guidelines for the nation to live by.  What are the four guidelines the LORD gives them to follow?

1.

2.

3.

4.
Which one represents “remembering” what you know about GOD?  Place an “R” beside it.  Which one best represents “knowledge” of GOD?  Place a “K” beside it.

Let’s break each one of these down and examine them further.

“IF…” This is causative!  “IF” you do these things THEN… I will do these things.  Our ears need to pay attention, a holy cause and effect is not something to be ignored.  Scripture makes it very clear to us, “He tested them.”  Why do teachers give guidelines?  What makes a parent set up rules and boundaries?  It is because they know the parameters we need to stay within to find safety.  YHWH establishes statutes and ordinances for the protection and well being of His children.  YHWH is establishing His authority.  This is affirmed in another passage of GOD: Isaiah 48:18. 

“If only you had paid attention to my commands, your peace would have been like a river, your righteousness like the waves of the sea.”
Considering the LORD just parted the waves of sea for them to cross on dry land and turned bitter water into sweetness, it makes me ponder the power of righteousness!  HIS righteousness parted the waves of the sea.  HIS righteousness quenched their thirst.  He is stronger than any tide or water source, yet here is a promise that “paying attention” to His commands will make righteousness like the waves of the sea—ever moving, full of life and powerful!  Remember GOD’s authority! Lift it up! Repent of taking authority away from GOD! Return to Him!
If you diligently listen to the voice of your GOD…  
[image: image22.wmf]How does one listen carefully to the voice of GOD?  If you were a Bible teacher walking among the Israelites in the wilderness, how would you describe “listening to the voice of GOD?”
[image: image23.wmf]How would you change this description to explain “listening to the voice of GOD” to someone today?

[image: image24.wmf]In what ways does “listening to the voice of GOD” impact our confidence in praising Him?

[image: image25.wmf]When you ignore the voice of GOD what does it imply about your confidence in His authority?

We must gather the truth that we need to be careful how we listen to YHWH’s voice.  Intelligent listening requires discipline to focus upon the speaker.  As Greg and I lay down for the night, both of us love to pick up a book to read.  Occasionally, one of us will ask the other a question or make a comment about something that happened during the day.  I make it a deliberate habit to lay my book down and shift my body to look at him when he talks to me, so I can truly listen to what he is saying.  Otherwise, the next day he will make a comment on the discussion and I will have said, “Mmm hmm” at the right moment and not really heard a word he said.  It is the same with GOD.  I choose to listen wisely to Him. As I listen attentively, I solidify GOD’s authority in me and affirm it in Him. If I ask GOD a question, I will pause to hear what He has to say in response.  GOD has never spoken in an audible voice to me, but a scripture will come to mind or I will notice a gentle nudge in the form of a thought.  It is at these moments that my ears perk up and say, “Yes, LORD!”
[image: image26.wmf]How do you rate your listening skills with others?  Place an X.  How do you rate your listening skills with GOD?  Place an O.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

___________________________________________________________________

Not so good


Okay



Excellent
[image: image27.wmf]What will you commit to practice in listening more skillfully?

If you do what is right in His eyes…  
What might this mean?

I am surprised by some of the Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance words used to describe “do:” create, make, accomplish, finish, point, be warrior, workman, and yield, just to name a few.
 This is not idleness.  GOD our creator entrusts us to create, to work, and to accomplish His work among us along side Him.  To do what is right in His eyes not our own.  Grumbling and complaining to Moses about the afternoon beverage does not fall into this category.  

Check out Exodus 16:7.  Who does Moses say they grumble against?
The New Testament clarifies the impact of grumbling and complaining as well. Underline what Philippians 2:14-18 states we must “do.”   
Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of GOD without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life--in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing. But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you.  So you too should be glad and rejoice with me.   Philippians 2:14-18

Circle what “doing” will enable you to become.

Did you notice that when we “do” our work without grumbling and complaining, we too will be glad and rejoice!  Our words and actions greatly impact our ability to praise GOD!  His authority established increases our praise and enables us to become a drink offering as well!
If you pay attention to His commands…  
Have you ever had someone say to you, “Pay attention to me?”  This command tests the hearers listening skills.  It takes the concept of listening beyond hearing the voice by broadening it to the point that you know what is being conveyed and you obey it.  Consider a teenage son given the keys for the night.  
His dad calls out to him as he leaves the front door, “Don’t speed!  No alcohol! Only John is allowed in the car.”  
The son calls back over his shoulder, “Yeah! Yeah! No speeding! No alcohol! Only John in the car!” 
He clearly heard the voice of his dad, but the test will come when he drives off and joins his buddies at the local hang-out.  One of his buddies tries to talk him into taking a couple of other guys over to Ken’s house so they can get some beer.  At this point, the son determines to do what his dad desires and pay attention to his commands or not.  It is the same with us.  The paying attention goes beyond hearing and bears out in our walk.  Paying attention establishes who is in charge.
[image: image28.wmf]Have you ever been disobedient to the truth of “doing” what is right in GOD’s eyes?  What were the consequences? 
[image: image29.wmf]How might have your circumstances changed if you did right in GOD’s eyes and surrendered to His authority?  

Keep my decrees… 
[image: image30.wmf]The last command defines the first three.  What does a “keeper” look like?  Write a few descriptive words to describe a “keeper” of things.

[image: image31.wmf]I wish I could see your list.  My mind reflects upon gatekeepers, someone that guards the entrance to a building.  Consider for a moment the trust given to a gatekeeper or guard?  How are they trusted?
The LORD entrusts the Israelites with His decrees!  No wonder He begins with listen to my voice, do what is right in my eyes, and pay attention to my commands, He is giving them something to guard!  What does this trust imply about GOD’s authority?
[image: image32.wmf]How does this concept of “keeper” compel you in your behavior toward the Word of GOD?

THEN I will…  
“I will not bring on you any of the diseases I brought on the Egyptians!  I am the LORD, who heals you!”  WOW!  This is worthy of writing down.  YHWH prepares the nation Israel for the laws He will soon expound upon as they travel in the wilderness.  Do these and you will not have disease for I will heal you.  One of the decrees they will eventually receive in the laws will pertain to the simple task of hand washing.  No, the hand washing signs of our day are not products of modern science protecting us from germs.  The LORD presented them to the Israelites for the priests to make sure they were clean before performing priestly functions.  However, consider the health issue the priests were guarded from as they sacrificed animals.  Guidelines are given to protect us!  GOD in His greater design knows the details of the outcomes where as we do not.  As we walk in His guidelines, we discover that our health is protected.  How cool is that?
[image: image33.wmf]What is the value of “keeping” His decrees in building our confidence in praising Him?
[image: image34.wmf]As you consider the warnings GOD presents to the Israelites, what sobering thoughts about victories can you apply in your life?
[image: image35.wmf]What is comforting to us in our defeats?

Redemption and restoration are always available.  We must remember our successes will be followed by failure if we do not remember the Giver of the blessing.  As we cry out in prayer, contemplation, adoration, and praise through His Word, we too can echo the words of the Psalmist that wrote:

“Your statutes are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart!” Psalm 119:111

“Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs and seventy palm trees, and they camped there near the water” Exodus 15:27. Abundant provision!  Can you feel the nourishment of the Provider?  An oasis awaited them.  An oasis waits us.  
Establish the LORD’s authority within your heart.  Listen to the warning and heed GOD’s wisdom so you too may praise Him with Confidence knowing that He is the Great I AM!  He listens!  He hears!  He answers!  He heals!  Praise His Holy Name!
	Closing Praise:
Glorify the Lord with me;

let us exalt his name together.

Psalm 34:3


Heard of God

	[image: image36.wmf]
	Day One

Host of Heaven



This week we will focus in upon a small family unit that spans only two short chapters.  Through Hannah, we will discover how to be heard by GOD.  Where as Moses and Miriam demonstrated to us confident singing, Hannah will demonstrate to us the power of surrender.  Where do we go to surrender?  How does misery provide an opportunity for greater worship?  Whose faithfulness matters—mine or GOD’s?  Does GOD hear me?  Will He forget me?  Or will He remember me? Before we begin, take a moment to praise GOD out loud with the opening praise and prayer.  Ask GOD to speak to you through this lesson with a powerful truth to apply to your life.  I look forward to our moments with Hannah together because she has personally blessed me for years.
	Opening Praise: 

We give thanks to you, O GOD, 
     we give thanks, for your Name is near; 
     men tell of your wonderful deeds. 
You say, "I choose the appointed time; 
     it is I who judge uprightly. 
As for me, I will declare this forever; 
     I will sing praise to the GOD of Jacob.

Psalm 75:1-2, 9
Our Prayer: 

Oh, GOD, help us to rejoice not in the gift, but in the Giver!  Amen! 


Read the Fictional Account: 

Heard of GOD
Hannah’s Story before Her Song

It is that time of year again, we must travel to Shiloh to worship and sacrifice to the LORD.  Three times a year Israelite men are required to worship at the tabernacle for three different feasts.  I dread these festivals with all that is in me.  Three times a year, they serve as a reminder to me of my disgrace.  Three times a year, I am required to go to worship in front of family and friends wearing the mask of judgment or pity for I have not born Elkanah a son.  Silently, I bear deep pain in my soul three times a year as we load up to go.

My whole life I wanted only one thing— to be a mother.  I desire the joy of bearing a baby and presenting it to my husband to fulfill for him the continuing of a family name born from my womb.  It never occurred to me that I might not be able to bear a child.  I just knew I wanted one to call my own.  To hold the babe in my arms while it suckled nourishment from my body was a dream I so greatly want to see fulfilled in my life.  As a little girl, I pretended I held my baby and sang to it lullabies my mother sang to me.  

I long to see Elkanah’s eyes beaming with pride—simply because I bore him a son.  And yet year after year, I remain hungering for the reality of my wish to come true while my womb remains closed.  And year after year we make the same fifteen mile journey from Ramah to Shiloh.  And year after year, I hear the whispers and taunts of those who judge me.  “There she is— Elkanah’s wife, the one that has not born him a child.”  “Her sin must be great for her to be judged so by GOD—a barren womb.”  I listen to their endless chatter as the acid of anger and bitterness burns my throat. I carry the sting of pain where ever I go.

It did not surprise me when Elkanah took a second wife.  The LORD intended for man to be married to one woman, but according to our civil laws it is okay for a man to marry another woman so his name might continue on.  His second wife’s name is Peninnah.  This added to my bitter discontentment.  Just to look at her chafed me to the very core of my soul.   I feel as if my heart is breaking into tiny pieces and shredding into a mass of raw flesh.  What is beauty? Where is comfort?  Both elude me like a dream out of reach. O YHWH, where are You now?  My insides are so raveled up in grief and pain! I am losing all spiritual sensitivity and passion. I can’t see You or hear You anymore YHWH!  All I can see is me!   YHWH, DO YOU HEAR ME?  My loss is greater than not bearing a child I am losing my walk with You!
 

Things are not always what they may appear.  Are they?  Settling in and understanding that GOD has a plan isn’t always easy in the throes of suffering and pain.  Developing the fruit of patience and waiting for GOD’s timing are critical for grasping a hold of GOD’s plan for our life.  Unfortunately, we are often more willing to listen to criticism than we are willing to listen to encouragement.  To believe an enemy over a loved one surrenders our belief to the deceiver instead of the Great Host of Heaven.  Hannah is a great example of GOD’s perfect timing, especially when dealing with pain.  This week we will discover that Hannah truly lives up to her name which means fixed or settled and we will discover that the LORD of Hosts—Almighty also lives up to His Name!  Both will teach us how to praise Him.
What are the circumstances leading to the praise or song according to 1 Samuel 1:3-4?

A new name for GOD is provided in 1 Samuel 1:3.  Who did Elkanah go to worship and sacrifice to year after year?  If possible, look this up in at least two different translations.

[image: image37.wmf]Why do you think it is important for a modern day reader of the Bible to know that Elkanah and his family went to worship the Lord of Hosts (Almighty) yearly?

[image: image38.wmf]Contemplate Hannah’s predicament described in 1 Samuel 1:2.   How might have you felt if you were Hannah?

Middle Eastern customs obligated women to give a servant girl to her husband to bear children if she could not.  In fact, the law permitted a man to divorce a barren wife.  The fact that a priest such as Elkanah chose to embrace this cultural custom and take a second wife implies a detour from GOD’s best.  Can you imagine the pressure of bearing children?  What if you were born with a tilted uterus or suffered endometriosis?   Contemplate the suffering Hannah must have experienced through the years of a barren womb and then the ridicule of a fertile servant.  Yet, year after year they traveled to the LORD of Hosts—Almighty to worship Him and sacrifice to Him.  Read the following verse and underline the description given for a barren womb. 

"There are three things that are never satisfied, four that never say, 'Enough!': 16 the grave, the barren womb, land, which is never satisfied with water, and fire, which never says, 'Enough!' Proverbs 30:15b-16 
ENOUGH!  Have you ever been there?  When you wanted to shout out “Enough is Enough!” It is no coincidence that this name of GOD is introduced at this time.  The timing of an introduction for a name of GOD is important. The Nation of Israel was fighting for survival at this point in history.  Their enemies—the Philistines were pressing in on them.  Sadly, Israel had no central army and their twelve nations acted independently instead of with unity.  The mounting pressures within their society caused a collective cry to rise for something must give!  The need for leadership and guidance penetrated all aspects of their society.
  Consider for a moment how approaching the LORD of Hosts yearly might impact the nation.
Why did GOD begin 1 Samuel with describing a single family unit and their crisis when the nation was in such need?

Adams Clark Commentary states: “Jehovah being called Lord of this host showed that He was their Maker and Governor; and consequently He, not they, was the proper object of religious worship.”
  How might the yearly feasts inspire reminders of where true satisfaction comes from?

[image: image39.wmf]How might the act of approaching the LORD of Hosts on a regular basis for worship help you?

[image: image40.wmf]As we reflect upon the fact that the nation was hungry for leadership and Hannah was hungry for a child: What is it about being hungry that makes us long to be heard by GOD?

[image: image41.wmf]How can being hungry for something prevent you from seeking GOD much less praising Him?
 [image: image42.wmf]Last week through Moses and Miriam, we learned about the importance of GOD confidence. Consider the LORD of Hosts—Almighty, how might reflecting upon Him guard you in trying times?
This reminds me of a line in a contemporary praise song my church sings titled Hungry (Falling on My Knees) written by Kathryn Scott, one of the lines states something similar to this: I come to You because I know You satisfy.
  What a great reminder for each of us at the beginning of this lesson.  The LORD of Hosts is where we will find satisfaction!  AMEN! Let’s not run anywhere else!
	Closing Praise: 

    When my heart was grieved and my spirit embittered, I was senseless and ignorant; I was a brute beast before you. Yet I am always with you; you hold me by my right hand.  You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will take me into glory. Praise the LORD Jesus, Amen!  Psalm 73:21-24


Heard of God

	[image: image43.wmf]
	Day Two

Heart Burn

               


	Opening Praise: 

All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads: "He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he delights in him." Psalm 22:7-8 
I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. Job 19:25
Our Prayer: 

O Father, mockery is real and it comes like a knife that cuts to the bone. Help me to remember that You are my Redeemer who lives and in the end You alone will stand for You are on Your throne!  In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!  


Read the Fictional Account: 
Year After Year
As we walked into Shiloh with Peninnah round with Elkanah’s child in her womb, I lost all focus from that moment on and she knew it.  She bore her present state with grandeur as her lustrous hair weaved into a long braid proudly swayed with the rhythm of her hips. The flush of her cheeks burned my insides, as I stole glances at her erect posture and protruding chin.  The higher hers went the lower mine sunk.  Looking up wearied me so!  The dirt seemed friendlier filled with its stones. I no longer could bear to lift my eyes and meet the stares of those I once called friends.  I watched the swirling motion of my brittle hair droop across my midsection.  I know my countenance matched my mood—gloom, rejection and pain.  Who cares! 

Peninnah took it upon herself to provoke me with her every word and movement.  “What’s the matter Hannah?”  “Hannah, look at how big I am getting!”  “O’ I don’t think I can do that with child. Hannah can take care of it!”  Relentless!  She has observed my disgrace and has made it her personal responsibility to magnify it all the more.  
Year after year as we go to Shiloh to sacrifice and worship, Peninnah proudly displays her children like a peacock displays his feathers.  She can make a fuss and draw attention to herself better than anyone I know.  “Yes!  This is Elkanah’s oldest child!”  She never fails to mention that Elkanah is their father.  If she only knew everyone refers to her as Elkanah’s second wife, her pride might dampen some.  

One occasion sears into my mind.  An elderly man enjoying the playfulness of the children asked, “Who might this strapping young lad be?”  Peninnah stood tall as she quickly walked over to the child placing her hands upon his shoulders and announced, “He is the first born son of Elkanah, son of Jeroham, the son Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite!”  As she went through the family lineage, her tone increased with each name without a single breath or pause.  Her words sliced the open wound at the center of my emotions.  A knife cannot have cut me deeper.

As I sit here pondering the years of Elkanah witnessing my disgrace, sorrow adds upon sorrow!  He must have known my thoughts for I felt his eyes upon me.  I glanced up to see a pool of brown caressing my face as he doubled my portion of the meat at the sacrifice. Compared to Peninnah’s mine displayed a feast.  Despondency overtakes me as my soul whispers; Even this does not satisfy me YHWH! Food has lost all flavor!  I can’t eat! I can’t even find the strength to gloat!  I did notice Peninnah’s eyebrows lift and her mouth tighten in a quiver.  Yet, I feel nothing!  No sympathy… no empathy!  My heart remains flat!  I knew her taunts will increase when Elkanah leaves for she knows he loves only me.  She is only around to serve a purpose for his pride—a baby producer that is her lot in life.  My feet lift me and carry me to my tent without recognizing the path.  As I lay my head down for sleep, I weep bitterly for the years of disgrace. Elkanah quietly crawls in beside me and cradles me up against his chest as he coos in my ear, “Hannah, why are you weeping?  Why don’t you eat?  Why are you downhearted?  Don’t I mean more to you than ten sons?” Once I hear the deep breathing of slumber overtake him, I rush out of the tent stumbling as bitter tears fall before the LORD. 

I love to read a good fictional story, but I only allow myself to read them at certain times because as I approach the crisis point in the story I cannot put the book down.  The mercy in me needs resolution to the crisis for the character.  I cannot bear to leave them in their misery.  In fact, I get so caught up in their situation that my mood can be affected if I do not get past the crisis.  Today’s lesson centers upon the crisis point in Hannah’s life.  In a few short verses, we will capture the pain of her suffering and long for her relief.  Take a moment to read 1 Samuel 1:3-8.
What is your first gut reaction to this passage?

Scripture is not clear as to the timing of when this occurred.  We do not know if this was a part of their daily worship time or if it falls upon one of the feasts.  What we must understand is this family was faithful in worship.  It penetrated their lives.  Despite the fact that Elkanah took two wives, he remained faithful in worshipping GOD.  Yet, they had a distinct problem!  Take a moment to read Deuteronomy 7:13-14.  Based on this scripture what assumption can you make about children?
Children are a blessing from GOD!  Conversely, if you do not bear children then the assumption would be you are cursed by GOD or at least that is how Hannah’s society perceived it.  Regardless of what, Elkanah’s neighbors might have spoken behind their tent walls about Hannah; what do you learn about Elkanah’s behavior towards Hannah?
“Year after year” is repeated twice within four verses.  What does this imply to you?    
The yearly sacrifice was very important in the lives of the Israelites.  The reason for sacrifices centered upon redemption.  Redemption is best described as making payment for a criminal’s behavior.  Spiritually, our criminal behavior is our sin.  Yearly, Elkanah went to make sacrifice for the sins of his family and himself in the temple.  There were three offerings made in behalf of the sinner:  guilt offering (cleansing of sin), burnt offering (demonstrated dedication to GOD), and fellowship offering.  You can read more about this in Leviticus 4:27-35.  For a brief moment, GOD allows us a glimpse into one of those sacrifices through today’s passage.  The ultimate goal was to restore fellowship with GOD.  The portions of meat referred to in this passage that Elkanah hands out to Peninnah and Hannah are what were given back to them to eat as a fellowship offering.  This represented the final aspect of the sacrifice.  The family shared a meal in the presence of GOD demonstrating restored fellowship—signifying redemption was complete.  I can only imagine how this meal was intended to be Holy—set apart!  Dining in the presence of GOD!  And Elkanah showed his love to Hannah by giving her not just a portion, but a _________________  portion!  Did he give it to her from his own plate?  Or did he decrease Peninnah’s portion?  Where ever it came from, we can only reflect upon how everyone perceived it!
Take a moment to describe what each person’s response might have been as they observed or might have felt as Elkanah gave Hannah a double portion.

Elkanah


Peninnah

   P’s Children
   

  Hannah


Remember the fellowship meal demonstrated restored relationship with GOD!  It is safe for us to assume that Hannah needed a reminder that she is remembered by GOD!  Yet, how do we know that she is not receiving this gift of double portion with the comfort it is intended?
I don’t think anyone will argue that Hannah knew heart burn!  And I am not talking about the kind that is taken care of with medicine.  Her double portion of food may have given her indigestion, but it was what was going on in the depths of her soul that made her heart burn.  To fully grasp how much she suffered take a moment to match up the following verses with the type of suffering it represents that Hannah endured. Some of the verses can be used twice.
	Ridiculed

	1 Samuel 1:3, 7

	Her problem could not be solved by her husband


	 

	Emptiness in a want/Anguish/grief/

Disappointment/Shame
	1 Samuel 1:6-7

	Provoked/Irritated

	1 Samuel 1:14

	Misunderstood

	1 Samuel 1:8

	Prolonged suffering/ Extended Period of Time


	 

	She could not be consoled

	1 Samuel 1:2, 16


Read the list of sufferings Hannah endured.  In this present state is she someone you anticipate will praise GOD?  Why or why not?
[image: image44.wmf]When was there a time when you wept bitterly or were deeply troubled?  What did you do?

[image: image45.wmf]What about right now in your life, does any one of the aspects of suffering that Hannah experienced resonate with what you are dealing with right now?  Circle it on the list.  If you are not personally experiencing suffering, who does GOD immediately bring to mind?  Please take a moment to open your hands palm up before GOD symbolizing complete release and surrender of the situation to GOD and say a prayer.
I once read that A. W. Tozer said, “Without worship, we go about miserable!”  Maybe this is the reason that all cultures through out history worship in some capacity.  How can we minister to a sister that is suffering and miserable by using worship through praise without sounding trite or inconsiderate to her plight?
Reread the opening praise verses in the box at the beginning of the lesson.  Can you pray with confidence knowing that your Redeemer lives even when you are at the apex of a crisis?  Take a moment to lift your hands up high to the Father in praise and praise Him as your Redeemer out loud!   
	Closing Praise: 

The humble will eat and be satisfied; those who seek the Lord will praise Him.

 May your hearts live forever! All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord. Psalm 22:26-27a


Heard of God

	[image: image46.wmf]
	Day Three

Remember Me




	Opening Praise: 
"See now that I myself am He! There is no GOD besides me. 
I put to death and I bring to life,

I have wounded and I will heal,
and no one can deliver out of my hand. Deuteronomy 32:39
The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my GOD is my rock, 
in whom I take refuge.

He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.  Psalm 18:2
Our Prayer: 

 O Father, there is no GOD like You! You are the Rock and Refuge!  No one can deliver like You!  Remember me in my time of need!  In Jesus’ Name, AMEN! 


Read the Fictional Account: 

For the first time in a long time, I realize that I must see beyond myself to envision what good might be accomplished for others by my need being answered.  As I forced a tasteless bite of the fellowship meal into my mouth, I realized this is not the nourishment I need.  In haste, I left the gathering lifting my skirts as I ran to the temple.  I notice Eli, the Priest, sitting on a chair by the door post, but I do not care.  I ran past him to the altar to pour my soul out to the LORD.  Sobs overtake my whole body—shaking uncontrollably as my tears rain upon the altar washing away the dust of the day.  Many tears bottled up in me pour out like rolling thunder ebbing and flowing with intensity until finally the heaving of my sobs slowly abate.  As I inhale a gulp of air, I mouth a prayer to the LORD.  “O LORD Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son then I will give him to the LORD for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.”  I so greatly wanted the LORD to understand the depth of my devotion to HIM that I made this vow.  I know one is not to make a vow lightly before the LORD.  For GOD keeps His promises and a vow must be kept as well.  But desperation filled me, so I said it and I meant it with all my heart.     

With my eyes closed, my lips opened silently as I shared my deepest thoughts with YHWH. I kept on praying—pouring my soul out to GOD.  I could not stop.  As I opened my heart up to GOD and truly shared my desires, feelings and frustrations, I felt the waves of bitterness begin to recede from the center of my being.  I resolved to leave my burden with the LORD.  My prayer eased my heart for the graciousness of the LORD poured in my soul and gave me relief from the heavy burden I carried.  I no longer felt the need for spoken words to pour out of me, yet my lips moved as I continued to pray inwardly.  I closed my eyes and began to rock myself.  His comfort and compassion poured into my being and flooded me with His redeeming love.

It was in this state that Eli the Priest came to me and said, “How long will you keep on getting drunk? Get rid of your wine.”  

Truly, I had never in my life been misunderstood more.  I must answer him back.  “Not so my Lord!  I am a woman who is deeply troubled.  I have not been drinking wine or beer; I am pouring out my soul to the LORD.  Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief.”

His next words were the salve that closed my wound permanently.  They were the spoken words of encouragement I so greatly needed.  “Go in peace, and may the GOD of Israel grant you what you have asked of HIM.”

This time when I bowed my head it was not in despondency or despair, but in humility.  For I now have an exact estimate of myself before GOD. GOD HEARD me.  I felt it.  I knew it in my heart.  It was with the realization that GOD HEARD me that I looked up at Eli through eyelashes wet with tears and said, “May your servant find favor in your eyes.”  As I rose to leave, I felt a weight lifted from my shoulders.  I walked out of the temple holding my head high, squaring my shoulders with a twinkle in my eye for GOD HEARD.  I went and ate, for suddenly I was ravenous.

 

We are going to discover that remembrance not only centers on our remembering GOD, but also upon us calling out to GOD to remember us!  How can we draw near to GOD without the confidence that He draws near to us?  Where we allow our soul talk to wander determines not only the outcome of our behavior, but also the praise upon our lips.  Charles Spurgeon in a short devotion once said,
“Memory is frequently the bond slave of despondency.  Despairing minds call to remembrance every dark foreboding in the past, and dilate upon every gloomy feature in the present… thus memory presents to the mind a cup of gall and wormwood… No need of this!  Wisdom can readily transform memory into an angel of comfort!  As a general principle, if we would exercise our memories more wisely, we might, in our very darkest distress strike a match which would instantaneously kindle a lamp of comfort.” 

I am ready for Hannah to strike the match of the lamp of comfort!  As you read today’s passage, take note of how she asks GOD to remember her.  Read 1 Samuel 1:9-18.  
Can you visualize the dinner table at the fellowship offering filled with the bountiful offspring of Peninnah and her prideful stance while Elkanah dotes on Hannah?  Once the meal finished did Hannah stand abruptly and leave in haste?  Did she quietly stand and walk out subdued?  Which do you think matched her mood?  Which would match your mood at this point?  Use a scripture to demonstrate your conclusion.

Who did Hannah pray to according to 1 Samuel 1:11?
Hannah prays a simple prayer that day.  She asks the LORD Almighty to do four things.  Make a short list of what she requests of the LORD of Hosts.
Years of persecution and stewing, allowing the bitterness of her heart to rob her of joy finally finds a resting place before the throne of GOD!  Take a moment to draw a throne in the margin with a simple stick figure representing you bowing down before the throne.  Use this as a mental reminder to go to the Father.  This is so important we understand.  Each of us has the match to ignite the flame of hope right within our own hearts.  It begins with a drawing near to GOD!  There are times in our life that our comfort must come only from GOD.  Bring it in completeness before GOD.  As a New Testament believer, we can trust the promise in James 4:7-8.  How does Hannah’s approach to GOD exemplify and apply James 4:7-8?
As Hannah lay at the altar she begs GOD to remember her.  Unless you read from a loose translation of the Bible, 1 Samuel 1:11 uses the words “remember me.”  Her cry— listen to my heart… hear my prayer.  I come!  Come now to me!  Her desperate passion for release begs to be heard.  Hannah’s prayer not only makes simple requests of GOD, but she also commits to do something.  What does she commit to do if GOD grants her favor?

[image: image47.wmf]Making a vow demonstrated serious business!  In fact, a vow unfilled was considered worse than a vow made.
   What do you think GOD thinks of our making vows?  Does He hold us to them?  What might a vow look like in our world today?
Do you think GOD takes it seriously when we commit or say “I will do…” when we are praying?

Describe Hannah’s physical countenance as she prayed based on 1 Samuel 1:12-13.
Consider this thought:  In Matthew 6:6 we are told to go into our closet and pray.  Periodically, I substitute teach at my children’s school.  It is not uncommon for me to find myself with nothing to do for short periods of time as I wait upon students to hand things in.  I choose to use this time to look upon them and pray as the Spirit leads me.  On one occasion, one boy teased, “Mrs. Rye where are you?”  He thought I was day dreaming.  You should have seen his face when I looked him in his eyes and said, “I was praying this … over you!”  I give you this example because my children attend a Christian School, yet it never occurred to the students that I would pray over them!  We often think of the prayer closet as a real closet we hide in when in actuality it can also be our heart talk with GOD even in public.  Yes, we can be in closet prayer in a very public place!  Unfortunately, this is not the expected or anticipated norm.
Hannah may have been sitting at the altar but truly she had entered her closet to pray!  Sadly, Eli thinks she is __________!  Can you imagine!  She has gone to the altar to pray only to be thought no different than the other riff raff that desecrates the Holy of Holies.  In Eli’s defense, we must realize that the nation is no longer walking with GOD.  Apparently, it was not uncommon for him to find a drunk at the altar.  

Hannah says, “I was pouring out my soul to the LORD.”  What are the descriptive words she uses to describe what her soul felt at this time according to 1 Samuel 1:15-16?
[image: image48.wmf]If you were Hannah and Eli spoke the very same words to you that he did to her in 1 Samuel 1:17, how would you have felt inside?  Would his words be enough for you to go and praise GOD?  Or would you have to wait to see and feel your womb growing?
[image: image49.wmf]How did Eli’s words signify that GOD had considered her plight, was mindful of her misery and that He had not forgotten her?

Sisters we too can know that GOD is mindful of us and knows our circumstances.  We too must draw near to Him with confidence knowing that He remembers us too, just like He did for Nehemiah, Job, David, Jeremiah and the prisoner on the cross. In case you are wondering, each of these heroes of the faith also said in a prayer, “Remember me!”  Cry out today… LORD of Hosts, remember me!  
	Closing Praise: 

Be my rock of refuge, to which I can always go; give the command to save me, 

for you are my rock and my fortress. Psalm 71:19

Your righteousness reaches to the skies, O GOD, you who have done great things.

Who, O GOD, is like you? Psalm 71:3 


Heard of God
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	 Day Four

Faithfulness Surrounds You




	Opening Praise: 
Among the god’s there is none like you, O Lord; no deeds can compare with yours. 
Psalm 86:8

Our Prayer: 

O YHWH, You are faithfulness! I praise Your Holy Name! Cover me in Your Faithfulness that I might keep my word just as You always keep yours!  In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!  


Read the Fictional Account: 
The next morning, Elkanah whispered in my ear, “Let’s go to the temple together before we leave.”  We quietly snuck away from the family during the early morning mist.  Neither of us spoke as we entered the temple.  Without speaking both of us fell flat upon the temple floor worshiping the LORD.  My hot breath warmed my face against the cool rock as tears rolled unchecked upon my cheeks.  .  In the silence of the moment, I knew the LORD of Hosts as never before. Faithfulness covered me… no, it washed me!  After a while, I felt Elkanah rise off the floor, so I lifted myself up with a renewed strength as we left for Ramah.  
As we journeyed on the dirt covered road, my heart rose up in the clouds and floated across the horizon.  My step buoyed as anticipation lifted me.  I giggled inside as I listened to the whispers crossing our caravan.  “What’s up with Hannah?”  “Something about Hannah has changed!”  “Why is she so light in her mood?”  “Did you hear that she and Elkanah went to the temple this morning?”  The LORD of Host’s secret filled me up and satisfied my soul.  I glanced over my shoulder at Peninnah thinking; soon I will know the joy of my womb expanding with the breath of life given by the Giver of Life.   Just then Peninnah’s youngest child squealed as he skipped along.  I basked in his squeal as I wondered about what would make someone just squeal with delight for no reason.  I now know.  I too want to skip, squeal and dance all the way home.  
Though we were weary from our travels, Elkanah guided me to his tent upon our arrival.  My insides were such a jumbled mess it reminded me of our wedding night.  Elkanah placed his hands upon my shoulders and drew me close.  We stood there for a long time enveloped in the warm embrace of knowing and being known.  YHWH then looked down and remembered me.  He remembered me!  He heard my request and answered.  I knew it immediately in the recesses of my heart! I prayed for a child and GOD granted me a child.  GOD HEARD the pouring out of my soul and GOD remembered me.  

Through the course of time that only an expectant mother can appreciate, I gave birth to a son, Samuel.  I chose Samuel because I asked the LORD for him!  Every time I whisper his name—Samuel, my flesh rises with excitement that GOD heard.  I chose his name to be a moment by moment reminder of the faithfulness of YHWH.  He does not forget His children.  He sees their misery.  He saw mine!  Every coo and every cry served as a reminder that GOD hears.  I made a vow to the LORD on the day He heard me to give Samuel to Him for worship.  Giving my gift back to GOD filled my thoughts daily.  


Do you remember how in Week One’s lesson we were challenged to know and to remember the Word of GOD?  Today, we will discover that the words “remember” and “word” are both in this passage of scripture, but this time applied to the LORD remembering His word!  Undoubtedly the LORD wants not just Hannah to know that He hears, but He also desires that Israel knows that He hears as well. The LORD’s WORD is established!  Nothing can change it!  Whether spoken through a prophet, priest, passage or fool, it cannot be altered or changed!  It cannot be broken or severed for it is firm in its counsel and insight.  What it can do is transform a downcast countenance to illuminating shine!  I wish we were able to see the before and after photos of Hannah’s face!  
Read 1 Samuel 1:18-28
What is the first thing Elkanah and Hannah do the next morning?

Why do you think it significant that we know they worshiped GOD before they conceived?

Do you realize that they had not yet received the fulfillment of their promise?  The word worship implies that they went to pay homage to YHWH.  It could mean they literally laid down prostrate before Him. Their worship pours out because a Priest says, “Go in peace and may the GOD of Israel grant you favor.”  Don’t you wonder if they doubted?  Eli did not say, “GOD will grant you.”  He said, “May!” Did they just know it in their hearts that GOD granted?  Or did they say, it does not matter how GOD answers we will worship YHWH!
[image: image51.wmf]Have you ever sought the LORD for a matter and knew the answer was answered before ever seeing it come to fruition?  Write it out and be prepared to share it with your group.  How did GOD affirm you?
[image: image52.wmf]Do you struggle with worship before you see the answer in its entirety?  Why do you struggle?  
[image: image53.wmf]Worship is paying homage to the presence of GOD.  It is taking time to remember GOD. It can be expressed in many ways: prayer, praise, confession, meditation, thanksgiving, reflection, tears, silence, dance, etc.  Just one aspect of worship is praise.  We praise GOD for His character.   When we praise Him, we are demonstrating that we recognize His value or worth.  Where as thanksgiving is when we thank GOD for what He does for us—the focus is more centered upon His actions in our behalf.  Can you write an example prayer of how the concept of praise in worship differs from thanksgiving in worship?

I emphasize the difference between praise and thanksgiving because through the years I have noticed that when I lead a group in prayer and ask people to spend time in praise, we easily pour out prayers of thanksgiving in our worship because we recognize what HE has done for us.  These are beautiful and good.  However, there is a big difference in our worship when we recognize GOD’s character simply for the sake that HE is and not just focus in on what HE has done for us.  My favorite method for leading this type of worship is in prayer with my children utilizing the ABC’s.  We will each take a letter and name an attribute of GOD we praise Him for.  A… awesome, B… bountiful, C… Christ.    When they were younger, we would give the opportunity to give thanks for an item He created.  A… apples, B… beluga whales, C… Christina.
[image: image54.wmf]Elkanah and Hannah took time to remember GOD and in 1 Samuel 1:19, we are told that the LORD remembered Hannah.  Do you think the LORD forgets us?  What do you think is the intent of this statement?

[image: image55.wmf]How do you know that GOD is faithful?  Answer this as if you are explaining it to a young friend.  Feel free to use scripture support from other passages of the Bible.
Beloved, the LORD cannot and will not forget His creation.  He does not sit up in heaven waiting for us to say, “Hello, GOD it’s me again!” before He will remember us.   Do you believe what the Psalmist prays in the following two verses?  “Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies” (Psalm 36:5.) “He loves us with an everlasting love” (Psalm 103:17.)  The word “remember” comes from “zakar” which means to mark, so as to recognize.  Maybe just maybe, Hannah needed to know that this son is from the finger print of GOD!  Based upon Samuel’s testimony and leadership with Israel, all who came in contact with him knew without a doubt that he was marked by the LORD—a true prophet of GOD! In Genesis 30:22, we are provided with another example of GOD remembering someone and opening their womb!  Rachel cried for a child and GOD heard!   Sometimes in our remembrance of GOD, we need to remember that GOD wants us to know where the gift comes from and not just focus upon the gift!  
[image: image56.wmf]What made the difference in Hannah?  If you were to take Hannah’s example and write out how to get beyond misery to release, what would you write down as a simple game plan for you to use personally or with a friend?  Be creative as you ponder her example in this week’s passages.
Did Elkanah’s pattern for worshiping in Shiloh change after Samuel was born?  What does this tell you about his character?
Fill in the blank according to Deuteronomy 21:17b.   
The ________ is the first sign of a father’s __________.  
Recently, I have received about seven photos from my cousin of his grandson.  Even in our society the man’s pride in his offspring shines bright and no one argues with this kind of joy.  We celebrate it!  Unless… we are the barren one!  I can’t help but wonder, did Elkanah go to the temple in Shiloh with a different demeanor, while he left Hannah home nursing their first born?  As Elkanah sets off for Shiloh he says to Hannah, “Only may the LORD make good his word.”  His word!  GOD kept his promise and he is now encouraging her to keep hers!
What do you learn about Hannah’s character based on today’s reading?

[image: image57.wmf]Reflect upon Elkanah and Hannah’s character and what you know about GOD’s character based on this lesson.  How can you apply their faithfulness to your personal worship and praise of GOD?
As I write this, I wonder how many of you are reading this wonder why GOD has not heard your cries.  It seems so simple.  Ask and receive!  Right?  Not always.  I don’t have the answers as to why some wombs are opened and some remain closed, but I do know this— GOD desires that we wake up early and worship Him whether our wombs remain closed or opened.  If this is not an issue for you, then think on this as whether GOD opens or closes doors in your life.  While I went to seminary, Greg and I were told that we most likely would not get pregnant because I suffer from endometriosis.   Many of our friends urged us to start immediately in trying to have a family and not wait.  We prayed about it and felt within our hearts that GOD wanted us to wait while I finished school.  It was a faith step for us, but somehow in our hearts we knew He would provide children either from us or through adoption.  Unknown to me on the Mother’s Day of the year I became pregnant, my prayer partner was in a church all the way across the nation when a pastor requested people to come forward to pray for someone that is not able to conceive.  It still makes me cry as I remember her phone call to tell me.  Well, once we finished seminary we went to the doctor for the okay to begin a family.  GOD blessed us immediately with Mikayla.  Her name means in the image of GOD.  Hannah’s story has always been precious to me because I know what it means to pray for a child and be granted a child.  One of the names we had waiting for a little boy was “Grant” because of 1 Samuel 1:27.  GOD granted us Grant two and a half years after Mikayla.  Amazingly, I have been told since then that I have an extremely tilted uterus and that it is amazing that I ever had kids.  We felt twice blessed to hear how GOD intervened on our behalf.  
I realize not everyone will experience the thanksgiving we have in this area of our lives, in fact to read of our blessing makes some of your answers even harder.  Sweet sister, please listen to me, GOD has not forgotten you!  He knows your pain and heartache!  Please take it to Him as often as you have to and praise Him just the same.  Praising in our pain is the purest worship we can give.  Will you praise Him now even in your pain?  I am crying for you right now and asking GOD to hear!  Love—you are loved!

Please say a prayer right now for all the Hannah’s in your life you know personally or for all of them out there you do not know by name to be strong and courageous as they cling to the Rock!  Pray they know the faithfulness of the LORD and that He is good—worthy of all praise!
	Closing Praise: 

 For who in the skies above can compare with the Lord?

Who is like the Lord among the heavenly beings? Psalm 89:6

O Lord GOD Almighty, who is like you?

You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness surrounds you. Psalm 89:8


Heard of God

	[image: image58.wmf]
	Day Five

Leaving a Legacy




	Opening Praise: 

To whom, then, will you compare GOD? 
What image will you compare him to? Isaiah 40:18

My heart rejoices in the LORD; in the LORD my horn is lifted high.  

My mouth boasts over my enemies for I delight in Your deliverance. 
1 Samuel 2:1
Our Prayer: 

Father, You are sovereign. I will never forget that You are in control.  
When my life feels out of control I will remember Your deliverance
 and that none compares to You!  I delight in You. In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!  


Read the Fictional Account: 
I gently knelt before Samuel, “It is time for the sacrifice in Shiloh.  Even though your little ears will not understand, I must tell you a true story that involves you.  For years, I could not have children.  My heart so much wanted a child.  One day, I went to the temple and asked GOD to give me a child.  I told GOD that if He gave me a child I would give him to the temple for worship all the days of his life.  Samuel, look at mommy!  GOD granted me honor and gave me you!  Now I must honor GOD and give you back to Him.  After the fellowship meal at the sacrifice you will stay with Eli the Priest to be raised as a Priest for the worship of GOD.”   My little cherub looked up at me with eyes that spoke wisdom beyond his years as he crawled into my lap and nestled into my arms.  I wiped the lone tear from my cheek upon my shoulder and kissed his head inhaling his “boyness!”
Our journey passed so quickly to Shiloh and as I promised the LORD, I went to the temple after the fellowship meal to present Samuel to Eli.  Eli’s face shone with respect as I spoke to him.  “As surely as you live, my Lord, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the LORD.  I prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of him.  So now I give him to the LORD.  For his whole life, he will be given over to the LORD.”  Eli opened his hands out toward Samuel.  Samuel looked over at me to make sure he should go.  I nodded as Elkanah patted him on the shoulder.  I stood frozen for a moment as Samuel leaned into Eli’s robe staring at me and Elkanah with the understanding that change is about to happen. I left the very child I wept so bitterly for at the house of the LORD so he could worship there all of his life.

Did I have bitterness or mourn?  Oh, NO!  My heart poured out in song of prayer rejoicing in the LORD for HE alone is my strength.  HE gave me dignity over my enemies and filled my barren womb.  “There is no one Holy like the LORD; there is no one besides You, O GOD; there is no Rock like our GOD!”  “He weighs the deeds of the wicked.” “The LORD brings death and makes alive.”  “He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; He seats them with princes and has them inherit a throne of honor.”   “He will give strength to His king and exalt the horn of His anointed one.”    

There is no longer room for bitterness in my soul for the joy of the LORD became my strength.  For GOD HEARD!



Hannah’s life went from spinning out of control to finding the axis with which to cling to so that even though her world may spin she remained centered.  Today, we will find Hannah singing her song with pure joy.  It reminds me of the verse in Psalm 68:3 as written in the Message: “When the righteous see GOD in action they’ll laugh and sing, they laugh and sing with joy!”  Just as her name means fixed or settled she fixes and settles into the truth that GOD is sovereign.  He alone is in control.  For just two short chapters, Hannah packs a punch.  Do you feel you have really gotten to know her better?  I know I have!  
[image: image59.wmf]How does knowing and remembering GOD’s faithfulness impact your praise?
We can now add to our weights of remembrance and knowing that GOD is faithful.  This one truth of GOD’s faithfulness is one we should lift up daily to strengthen our muscles.  This is worthy of lifting up in praise on a regular basis!  However like Hannah, we discover that when we lift it up during the most difficult times in our lives that is when we increase our muscle strength exponentially! Take a moment to read Hannah’s praise song in 1 Samuel 2:1-11.  Pretend for a moment that you are a song writer and you must come up with a title for Hannah’s song.  What would you title the song?  
What makes her praise so rich?

Just as Hannah’s name means fixed or settled, she fixes and settles into the truth that GOD is sovereign.  He alone is in control.  She may have been in the depth of misery, but she rose to the height of praise—recognizing the sovereignty of the LORD of Hosts.  According to the Holman Bible Dictionary, “depths” is used to describe that which is unsearchable, the womb, and the tragic.  “The biblical message is that the sovereign GOD controls the fearsome, mysterious, tragic, and unknown elements of human existence and that even these inanimate aspects of existence can be called on to praise Him.”
  I don’t know about you, but when I am in the depths of something it is only my trust in the fact that GOD is in control and has laid a heritage for me that I am able to lift myself up out of mire and praise Him.  I consciously choose to praise Him.  

In order to learn how to praise GOD in all things, I made a decision to not make a request of GOD while I wrote the final lessons for this study.  Whenever I had a request personally or a request given to me, I made a choice to praise GOD through the circumstance.  It has been a great teacher during some great difficulties.  Due to health issues, I needed to have a cervical biopsy while under this season of no requests.  The doctor kindly said, “I don’t think it is the case, but we must check just the same to see if you have cervical cancer.”  In my heart, this is how my conversation went with GOD that morning in the doctor’s office.  “Tara, even in this will you praise me?”  “Yes, LORD!  Even in this I will praise You!  If it is cancer, I will praise You!  If it is not, I will praise You!”  In that moment, I learned one of my greatest lessons out of this time of no requests.  When I give requests to GOD, I am often putting my expectations at His feet for Him to answer as I request.  Since, I committed to no requests of GOD I am learning the art of just simply stating: “GOD here is this situation I am facing.  I lay it at Your feet. I know YOU are in control and I trust Your solution.”  I have found great freedom and release just like Hannah!  Leaving something at the altar of the throne of the Host of Heaven reaps peace!  You will be happy to know it was not cancer, but it did lead to a hysterectomy.  Through it all peace surrounded me, as I rested in His faithfulness I felt my praise increase in power as my faith muscles grew!
Remember that the purpose of worship is to draw into the presence of GOD and praise is to focus upon His character.  Hannah reveals many truths about GOD’s character as she pours out her song.  Create a list of character traits you observe in her song of praise.

We are told in Colossian 4:2, Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. Reflect upon Hannah’s Biblical account and how prayer and thankfulness unite as one in her praise song.  Do you see how her song praises GOD’s character, gives account of actions, and also reflects her own life experience?  Create a list of all the things GOD does according to Hannah’s song.

Can you discern a hidden message about Peninnah laced through her song?  Which verse(s) might she have been thinking of Peninnah?  
[image: image60.wmf]Which attribute of GOD do you need to cling to today?  How can grasping it make you stronger?

Hannah’s GOD confidence is a great lesson for us!  Her legacy of surrender is still teaching today.  However, we cannot leave Hannah without first noticing a few more verses spoken about her in 1 Samuel 2:18-21.  Did Hannah stay true to her word with the LORD in leaving Samuel to worship the LORD in the temple?  How often did she get to see her child?  Remember she longed for him more than anything.
[image: image61.wmf]Hannah longed for a child so much so that she was miserable!  Do you have a secret longing that is preventing you from worshiping GOD?  What can you do to take it to GOD?  

[image: image62.wmf]Have you made a commitment with the LORD that you have not fulfilled?  What actions do you feel GOD is calling you to do?

[image: image63.wmf]How easy it is to let go of a commitment especially when time has passed?

Did you notice that Hannah sews Samuel a robe every year and takes it to him?  Hannah gave Samuel a legacy of commitment that began with surrender before he ever entered the depths of her womb.  She committed him to the LORD of Hosts for worship and then honored that commitment even to her own sacrifice.  The honor of her sacrifice leaves a marked legacy that still speaks to us today.  She gave Samuel a legacy of remembrance when she named Samuel with a name that reminds him every time it is spoken: “the name is GOD,” or “GOD is exalted,” or “son of GOD.”  She also gave her son a legacy of praise through a song that became so infamous that Mary the mother of Jesus sings it as part of her praise to GOD for choosing her to birth His Son!  And now, we observe that she also leaves him a legacy of love through the gift of a robe.  To create a robe yearly was a costly and time consuming task.  Realize she could not go to the local mart and buy thread. She had to spin her own thread.  I wonder if Samuel looked upon his robe as a reminder of his mother’s love, a tangible item representing the legacy of “I prayed for a child and GOD granted me a child!”  GOD HEARD!  Don’t you know he knew he was set apart! 
[image: image64.wmf]What kind of legacy will you leave—legacy of commitment, sacrifice, remembrance, praise, love?  Or maybe you have one that is not on this list.  Take a moment to praise GOD for the legacy He has left us through His Son Jesus Christ and then surrender to the legacy He desires to leave through you!  

I want to leave a legacy of praise!
	Closing Praise: 

  No one is like you, O Lord; you are great, and your name is mighty in power. 
Jeremiah 10:6 


Praise Practice: Each person call out one or two words in praise an attribute of GOD that has blessed you today.

Hungry for GOD’s Presence
	[image: image65.wmf]
	Day One

Establish the Order of Worship




	Opening Praise: 

One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
    all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple. Psalm 27:4
“Ascribe to the LORD, the glory due his name, bring an offering and come into his courts.  Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth.” 
 Psalm 96:8-9
 Our Prayer:

Oh GOD, that I would not have enthusiasm without obedience.  Always, Lord, match my excitement and passion with a heart that is obedient in all of the details you have given in your word that I might seek You, listen to You, and obey You! In Jesus’ Name. Amen! 


Read the Fictional Account: King David’s Personal Prayer Journal 
Adonai, You are Sovereign LORD! These last days have revealed so much to me!  Thank You for Your presence!  I am humbled by Your power! As we prepared for battle, I stood before the men at Hebron and said, “All right men, it is time for us to capture Jerusalem from the Jebusites.  The Jebusites claim that we cannot enter their city for their blind and lame could ward us off.  I want this place.  True it is an impregnable citadel that has been neutral ground between Judah and the north, but it is perfect for our capital because Mount Zion is a mighty fortress.  They say we cannot overtake them.  Whoever discovers a means of entering the city will be promoted to commander in chief.  You came to me at Hebron with all the elders of Israel and anointed me King of Israel reminding me that you were my own flesh and blood.  Today, I want to remind you that you are my flesh and blood.  I am not a renegade as they so consider me, but a vessel of GOD.  His power should not be contended with in such a way. Let us, let them know that the enemy of King David is truly blind and lame for my GOD is not to be contended with!”  
Sometimes, when such strong words come out of me I am profoundly aware of Your Presence!  It is in these moments before a battle when I have been given clear direction from You—Adonai that I know Your power so intimately.  It overtakes me! I inquired of You LORD as to what I should do and You answered!  Thank You Adonai!  As we over took the Jebusites at Jerusalem, Joab proved himself to be a clever warrior.  It makes me chuckle as I reflect upon his creative insight! Only You can give such as this!  He determined that we could enter the mighty fortress of Zion through the water shaft.  And so, it was he that helped restore the rest of the city as I took up residence in the city that we now call the City of David.   You alone enable us to capture and expand the city of Jerusalem.  O Sovereign LORD, it is my prayer that this will be a visible sign to all of Israel and the surrounding nations that the LORD GOD Almighty is with me, the youngest son of Jesse— a boy raised as a shepherd with his seven older brothers.   As a mere child, I became a fearless warrior shedding the blood of Goliath not in my own strength and power, but by the might of the LORD. It is Your blessing LORD that enables me to grow in power more and more.  All powerful One I am reminded of YOU!
Adonai, even though I have been anointed on three separate occasions as King, it wasn’t until the night that King Hiram of Tyre sent his messengers to me along with materials to build me a palace that I realized that You— Adonai had established me as king over Israel.  Something about this final action made it all seem real and not surreal.  Here I long to build You a home instead of a tent  and what I discover is that You instead choose to build me a home.  I realize that I am exalted for the sake of the nation of Israel and not for my own sake!   I will not forget this!  It seems that I have no choice in the matter for caravans pulling cedar logs followed by carpenters and stonemasons came in waves into our city.  Never has the nation of Israel appeared to be so great as on this day!  As the caravans paraded into the City of David to build a palace in my honor, I bowed in my heart before You knowing that I must seek You earnestly if I am to live up to Your plan and purpose for me as King of Israel.  O Adonai, I exalt YOU!

Read 2 Samuel 5:1-16.

At 30 years of age, David was finally fulfilling his role as King. Interestingly, this is the same age a man can become a priest and it is also the age that Jesus began His ministry. Don’t you wonder why GOD penned for us the fact that David was anointed three separate times?  
What did David’s men remind David about?  What do you think is the significance of this reminder in 2 Samuel 5:2?

Did you notice that he did not become an instant King?  We must realize that there was a great time lapse from the first anointing of David from Samuel until the day he finally became King (1 Samuel 16:13.)  The second anointing took place in 2 Samuel 2:4 by the men he led. The third anointing took place in 2 Samuel 5:3 by all of the Elders of Israel.  Just as David had to develop patience for the fulfillment of GOD’s promises, so do we!  It is during our times of waiting that our character is developed for the task to come.  Take notice, David’s anointing from GOD is affirmed by the prophet, his fellow comrades, and the elders of the nation.  What do you think these three groups affirming David’s anointing might represent?

GOD will affirm an anointing of an individual through the various aspects of the body!   The leader of the body of Christ will affirm the calling, fellow servants will affirm the calling, and the leaders in the community will affirm the calling, but they do not seem to happen all at one time.  It tends to happen in layers as the character of the individual is revealed over time!  Often it takes all of these layers of affirmation before we will realize that GOD alone is the one who established us!
How does waiting for GOD’s fulfillment of a promise impact worship?
There is something about waiting that draws us closer to GOD in trust.  Each of us need to know how to handle our times of waiting and our times of battle.  David provides us with a simple solution in how to approach situations as they arise.  The first lesson we will learn from David deals with developing a basic battle plan strategy.  As you read 2 Samuel 5:17-25 and 1 Chronicles 14:8-17, take notes on the strategy David employs as he prepares for battle with the Philistines.  Consider how he approaches GOD and what he does with what GOD tells him.
[image: image66.wmf]Did you notice that once David realized that the enemy was at hand he inquired of GOD with what to do?  David did not tell GOD what he needed or wanted.  He simply asked GOD what he should do.  Please ponder this for a moment when you pray.  Do you use statements telling GOD what you want or need or do you use prayers filled with open ended questions that the Father can give you answers with the details to the plan?

The implication is that David not only asked of GOD, but he listened to GOD.  Read 1 Chronicles 14:16 again.  Notice how David obeyed GOD’s commands.  My battle plan strategy based on David’s example looks like this:
Inquiring of GOD + Listening to GOD + Obeying GOD’s command = Battle Plan Strategy
[image: image67.wmf]He asked. GOD spoke. He listened. He obeyed!  The strategy for communicating with GOD is so simple! Yet, we mess it up at times!  Which one of these three trip you up the most?  Why?
[image: image68.wmf]How can developing a battle plan strategy free you up for worship?

[image: image69.wmf]How can we ascribe to GOD the glory due His Name if we have not first sought and obeyed?  Have you ever gotten your battle plan strategy out of order?  What was the outcome?

Inquiring of GOD recognizes that we know that GOD is the only one who can establish or complete what needs to be accomplished.  David’s whole life centers upon the sovereignty of GOD.   He understands the value of listening to GOD.  This first aspect of the strategy plan keeps the order of worship established.  Asking of GOD is a sure sign that we are humbling ourselves before Him.  Remember, we learned this from Hannah last week. Obeying GOD’s plan honors the very one we say is worthy of seeking.  Our obedience demonstrates that we are listening!  Inquiring and not obeying leads to broken fellowship because it states:  I sought you but did not buy into what you commanded.  This type of behavior is a true slap in the face of GOD.  One Psalmist wrote a beautiful prayer that demonstrates how we need help from GOD in order to obey, as well as, the choice to obey once we receive understanding.  Do you think you can make Psalm 119:34 your own personal prayer?  Write it out in a prayer.
[image: image70.wmf] What about your daily battles? What is your plan?  Simply put a question before GOD today for an area that you are battling and wait for the answer.  Once it comes, obey it exactly.  Keep in mind GOD will speak quietly in your heart the strategy He wants you to follow.
Write a prayer expressing the desire to seek the LORD in all things and to obey.  Remember to use open ended questions and to listen to His answers.
	Closing Praise:

Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; 
let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. Psalm 95:1-2
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.  
Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. 
Psalm 96:1-2


Hungry for GOD’s Presence
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	Day Two

Disobedience Stops Worship


Please do not pass over the Opening Praise and Prayer.  Take a moment to sincerely lift them up to the Father.  Sometimes, it helps me to pray them out loud.  

	Opening Praise:

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things; 
his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
The Lord has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations.  
Psalm 98:1-2

Opening Prayer:

Adonai, You are marvelous and are worthy of a great song revealed to all nations.  I know I cannot do this without preparing my heart spiritually.  Help me to never forget it is Your Holy arm that works out salvation!  In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!


Read the Fictional Account:  King David’s Personal Journal
Why?  Why?  How will I ever get the ark to me?  O Adonai, I did not think!  I did not realize how my actions would impact those around me.  I just moved!  I realized that the ark had not been inquired of at all during the reign of King Saul.  This grieved me so!  So, I gathered to me all my officers, commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds, as well as the whole assembly of Israel to share my thoughts with them.  I knew my men would agree with me for 350,000 of them came out determined to make me King in Hebron.  Their show of support for my anointing was contagious.  I believed in their support of me!  I knew I would have their support and agreement for moving the ark because of how they unquestioningly responded to my commands during battle.  I have sweat with them and walked through trials that would make a strong man run.  They did not run. I have survived because of their unwavering devotion.   So I said to them, “If it seems good to you and if it is the will of the LORD our GOD, let us send word far and wide to the rest our brothers throughout the territories of Israel, and also to the priests and Levites who with them in their towns and pasturelands, to come and join us.  Let us bring the ark of our GOD back to us, for we did not inquire of it during the reign of Saul.”  The movement of the men before me was a wave of agreement as heads bobbed up and down.  Then I heard the cry of the men as the whole assembly of them agreed to do this because it seemed so right to them.  BUT I DID NOT ASK YOU!  It was as if the wave of their heads was all the affirmation I needed!  O YHWH, how could I?
I know the ark represents Your character—Your very presence among us as a nation.  For us to have not inquired of it for such a length of time was not good.  My heart longed to gaze upon the ornate box that reflected Your holiness. Filling up with awe, just thinking of it finding its home here in Jerusalem made me move faster than I should.  I visualized the ark of GOD the LORD enthroned between the cherubim called by the NAME—a national memorial marking the individuality of the authority of GOD—home at last!  Then there was great excitement when we gathered the assembly together from as far as the Shihor River in Egypt to Lebo Hamath to bring the ark from Kiriath Jearim.  The ark had been in Abinadab’s house.  He was receiving the blessing of your presence.  I wanted You home among the people!  So I had his sons, Uzzah and Ahio guide the ark on a cart to its new location just like the Philistines had done when they captured it from our nation.  O YHWH, I had a new cart made, but did not follow the law.  We all knew the law and no one stopped me! The rejoicing and celebration sang out among us with all that was within us.  Our enthusiasm could not be contained.  There was dancing and music from every kind of instrument harps, lyres, tambourines, cymbals, and trumpets.  Truly we were making a triumphal entry if there ever was one!

The height of the sounds rang all the way to heaven and in a split second the celebration was struck into a deadly silence.  As we entered the Kidron threshing floor, an oxen stumbled and Uzzah reached out his hand to steady the ark.  Why Adonai?  Why?  The moment Uzzah’s hand rested upon the ark Your anger burned and struck him dead.  You give and you take!  O YHWH the height of my enthusiasm pierced my soul!  How could YOU?  How could I? I am plummeting into the depths of despair.  Uzzah’s hand touched the sacred ark.  No man’s hand is to touch the ark.  He knew that!  I know that!  We all know that!  And so he died before You, me and the whole assembly.  Silence stilled us LORD!  Your silence!  We froze with sobriety, no one moved for fear of Your wrath, for it burned against Uzzah.  We feared it might strike us as well. O GOD FORGIVE ME! I am unclean and my sin is against You alone! 

	[image: image72.emf]

	Okay, so what is the big deal about the ark?  My husband loves the movie National Treasure because it has the good guys protecting something that is precious to the people of the United States of America from the bad guys.  The Ark of the Covenant represented a national treasure to the Hebrew nation because it is where the Ten Commandments rested along with other sacred items like Aarons ephod and a jar of manna.  You can read about the description of the ark in Exodus 25:10-22.  It is designed with precious commodities that illustrate GOD’s otherness—truly He is the LORD of Hosts!  The four rings on the four corners were a visual reminder that no human hands were to touch it and only a priest was allowed the privilege of taking a pole and sliding it through the ring to lift it.  Some might wonder… Why is it so small?  If you read 1 Samuel 5, you will discover that the Philistines were able to capture it because it was so small!  It was small enough to travel with the people.  The point—when GOD’s people move so does GOD!  He is present among His people.  Truly the ark is a visual reminder to the people of GOD that He is among them.


It occurs to me that someone might be wondering why bother with all this background information!  Aren’t we learning about how to praise GOD?  As we examine the background of the culture, the circumstance and the character of the people involved, we will discover that our Biblical heroes were ordinary people chosen to honor an Extraordinary GOD!  They did not always make the right choices, but when they did make right choices we want to sit and ponder what we can learn from them!  We will find that their right choices are worthy of taking notes on and emulating!  For example, David waited a long time before seeing GOD’s fulfillment of the promise that he was anointed to be the shepherd of Israel.  Yet once he knew that GOD established him there was no stopping him.  Yet even someone that is anointed three times by three different levels of society can make a poor choice.  We want to notice those choices too!  Today and tomorrow, we will examine David coming off the battle field and entering into a political and spiritual move as he realizes the ark has not been inquired of during the reign of Saul and he seeks to bring it strategically to Jerusalem the neutral ground between Israel and Judah.  
Say a prayer asking GOD to help you capture the lessons about to unfold for the drama you will read today reveals a King, his soldiers, an unexpected death and the man after GOD’s own heart—angry with GOD!  
Read 2 Samuel 6:1-12, 1 Chronicles 13.
Reflect back upon the main truths we learned yesterday from David’s battle plan strategy.  Write true or false beside which one David obeys in today’s passage.  If it is false, please write out what David did do.  
_____________ He inquires of GOD about the details to the plan.  

_____________ He listens to GOD’s response.

_____________ He sets himself and others apart for the purpose of GOD’s service and let go of   


 his own agenda.  

_____________ He did everything in accordance to the word of the LORD without question.  

Who does David inquire about whether the ark should be brought up to Jerusalem?   
What is his rally cry to the people to motivate them to move the ark?  

What was the people’s response according to 1 Chronicles 13:4?

[image: image73.wmf]Do you think that we can have an idea that is good and true, but if handled improperly can lead to disaster?  
[image: image74.wmf]Can you think of a time in your life when you might have improperly handled something sacred in your life?  How did it impact you and those around you?  
Does scripture tell us if King David ever actually inquires of GOD? 

Since the ark represented GOD’s presence with the people, we can assume that GOD would not object to the ark residing in the central location where David resided.  The issue at hand is how the ark was handled!  How is the ark moved?  
The LORD provided specific instructions as to how the ark was to be transported and David chose to follow the model provided by the Philistines by putting the ark upon a new cart.  Maybe he was thinking that honor came from the fact that the cart was new?  This is a major error on the part of King David, Uzzah and Ahio.  They all knew that the law stated that the ark could only be moved with poles and only by Levites designated to move the ark (Numbers 4:5-15).   
According to 1 Chronicles 13:8, how did they celebrate?  
Was there any spiritual preparations made according to the scriptures provided?  
We must not allow our enthusiasm to do a godly thing or our desire to celebrate prevent us from our spiritual preparations for worship!  Our enthusiasm will mean nothing to GOD if we are not obedient to Him and His word.  What happened to Uzzah? _______________Why do you think this is so important?

The Father, in His economy, saw fit to provide for us the manual we need for spiritual preparation.  In our economy, we must guard our spiritual preparations for worship and praise.  Obedience must be followed to the smallest of detail.  If one aspect of GOD’s command is eliminated then it is disobedience. I am constantly saying in our family “Partial obedience is disobedience!”  How might you apply this truth to your life today?
Tomorrow we will look at Uzzah’s death and how it impacted the whole assembly!  Meditate upon your personal need for spiritual preparation as you walk by the way today.  
	Closing Prayer:
He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel;  
all the ends of the earth have seen

the salvation of our GOD. Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, 
burst into jubilant song with music;
Psalm 98:3-4


Hungry for GOD’s Presence
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	Day Three

The Threshing Floor Impacts Worship




	Opening Praise: 

Sing praises to GOD, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises.  
For GOD is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise. Psalm 47:6-7
Our Prayer: 

Father, I long to sing Praises to You my King!  I long to keep the sacred—sacred and guard the trust You have given me in honoring Your Presence!  I pray that when You weigh  me that You never find me wanting!  In Jesus’ Name, AMEN! 


Read the Fictional Account: King David’s Personal Prayer Journal
Uzzah’s death on the threshing floor is a poignant reminder to me that I must keep the sacred— sacred.  How could I forget to keep the sacred—sacred?  I know better than that! In my haste, I called out before the entire assembly on that day, “this place is to be called ‘Perez Uzzah’ for the LORD’s wrath broke out against Uzzah.”  I knew in my heart that my sin played a role in his death.  Why is it so easy to hide behind my sin through anger at another, even toward You—the maker of heaven and earth.  For weeks now, Father I keep asking myself, “How am I to ever get the ark to me?”  That in of itself was a thought to be pondered because the focus is upon myself and not on You—the Most High.  What is Your will in regards to the ark? As I thought of His swift discipline, the fear of the LORD set within me.  I can still see the change of the procession that followed the ark to Obed Edom’s home quietly silent, too silent.  It was there that I left it for three months.  Father, as I reflect upon the day Uzzah died my heart still breaks.  I can’t believe it has been three months hence and here I sit watching Obed Edom’s household blessed by You because Your presence is with them.

So much has happened Father!  The Philistines heard of my anointing as King over Israel. They came out after me.  In their eyes, I am still a vassal of their people.   Do you remember how You allowed me to live with the Philistines in harmony as I took flight from Saul?  Odd, how one day I am with them and the next by my becoming King over Israel, I pose a tremendous threat to their power.  No longer a man they can trust.  Despite the fact that their attack was swift as they raided the Valley of Raphaim, the silence of Uzzah’s death still pulsating in my heart guarded me from assuming anything regarding this battle.  I know you remember how I humbled myself before You LORD and inquired to see if I should attack the Philistines.  I even asked if You would hand them over to me.  Your answer washed me! “Go, I will hand them over to you.”  So we went up to Baal Perazim and defeated them.  The battle was swift as water breaking out, so much so, that the Philistines dropped their idols and abandoned them.  They carried these into battle to bring them luck.  But “You, O’ GOD broke out against my enemies by my hand.”  I gave orders to burn all the idols in the fires.  For we shall have no GOD before our GOD!  This did not deter the determined nation of Philistine, once again they raided the valley and once again I inquired of  You— GOD what I must do?  

I am learning so many lessons from You right now!  On the day Uzzah died I grew angry with You because I was caught in my sin, but now I see!  A good soldier never questions his commander and I am so glad I did not on that day with the Philistines!  For the deliverance of the LORD is to be praised.  Adonai—You answered me by saying, “Do not go straight up, but circle around them and attack them in front of the balsam trees.  As soon as you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, move out for battle, because that will mean that GOD has gone out in front of you to strike the Philistine army.”  Could you hear the pounding of my heart as I spoke Yours Words in detail to my men before we circled around behind the enemy?  If any man doubted the word of the LORD, that changed at what sounded like a cracking whip over the trees, causing them to snap in two with such tremendous force it echoed into the valley the marching of thousands upon thousands of soldiers. “The earth trembled and quaked, the foundations of the heavens shook; they trembled because he was angry.  Smoke rose from his nostrils; consuming fire came from his mouth, burning coals blazed out of it.  He parted the heavens and came down; dark clouds were under his feet.  He mounted cherubim and flew; he soared on the wings of wind, He made darkness his canopy around him—the dark rain clouds of the sky.  Out of the brightness of his presence bolts of lightning blazed forth.  You— LORD thundered from heaven; the voice of the Most high resounded.  You shot arrows and scattered the enemies, bolts of lightning and routed them.  The valleys of the sea were exposed and the foundations of the earth laid bare at the rebuke of the LORD, at the blast of the breath from Your nostrils” (Psalm 18.)  Heaven’s marching led us into victory that day and my fame spread throughout the land.  Adonai-- You made all the nations fear me.  You are amazing love!


Today, we will see the importance of what happens on the threshing floor. Quite honestly, the threshing floor can be a frightening place.  It is the place that the wheat is sifted from the chaff.  It reminds me of Luke 3:17: “His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  Keep this verse in mind today as you read through our passages and how making it through the winnowing fork can produce powerful praise in the wheat!
Read 1 Chronicles 13:5-14.  What is the description given of the ark in 1 Chronicles 13:5?  

“For something to be called by the name of the LORD is quite serious.  It implies that the very character of GOD is engraved upon that stone.  The Hebrew word “shem” defines “name” in this context as a mark or memorial of individuality that implies honor, authority, or character.”
 Needless to say, the ark represented the sacred authority of GOD amidst the people.  GOD had given to the Israelites the rules for transporting the ark and they did not obey.  It was a noble behavior on the part of Uzzah to prevent the ark from falling, but he knew the law and it stated that he was not to touch the ark (Read Numbers 4:5-15).  Do you see partial obedience?  Remember partial obedience is _______________________!
The Quest Bible states that “Those who had reverence for the ark as a symbol of the Holy GOD enjoyed blessings; those who viewed it as a good luck charm flirted with disaster.”
  How did King David and all involved flirt with disaster?
Do not think for one moment that it was an accident that the cart started to slip upon the threshing floor!  GOD is too purposeful for that!  Everyone in the assembly knew the rules for transporting the ark.  It strikes me quite profoundly that it is upon the threshing floor that Uzzah is struck dead!  This so much reminds me of one of my husband’s favorite lines in “A Knight’s Tale.”  “You have been measured! You have been weighed!  You have been found wanting!”  It is as if ADONAI lifted the winnowing fork and said enough! And Uzzah takes flight like the chaff in the wind!  The result of disobedience no matter how unintentional it may have been is discipline!  In this case death!  Pretty severe!  Sometimes, I wonder why GOD has not struck me as I look back at my youthful past.
What was King David’s response?  1 Chronicle 13:11-12

[image: image76.wmf]Why do you think King David’s initial response was anger?

Isn’t it easy to respond in anger when you are caught in your own sin, especially when it causes harm to those around you?  Can you hear the discussions among David and his men… “No one can touch it!  Take it to the closest Levite Priest!”  At the moment the ark has become a physical reminder of Uzzah’s death and not the Name of the LORD!  So, King David leaves the ark with Obed-Edom instead of taking it into Jerusalem as planned.  Have you noticed that when you sin, you sometimes have to remove yourself from the situation to get your perspective back in order? 

We observe King David’s despair poured out in a question in 1 Chronicles 13:12.  What does his question imply? 

Three entire months pass with the ark resting in Obed-Edom’s house.  Can you imagine Obed-Edom’s family telling the story of the days the ark stayed with them!  In the mean time, King Hiram of Tyre recognizes David as King.  Despite the fact that David received three separate times of anointing it was not until Hiram sent provisions for a palace for David that David finally knew… (Fill in the blank according to 1 Chronicles 14:1-6.)

Do you think David stopped pondering how to get the ark to him?  Or do you think he spent the entire three months praying and seeking GOD?  Remember it represented the presence of GOD among them!  I think that with a fresh lesson on the threshing floor rooted in King David’s mind and an affirmation of kingship by another king made remembrance not so difficult to pull up!  Read through 1 Chronicles 14:8-17.  How do we know that David did not forget his lesson?  
King David describes how GOD moved on their behalf in 1 Chronicles 14:11.  What do you learn about GOD from this passage?  

Consider that GOD did not hold a grudge against David for what happened on the threshing floor.  In fact, there is no mention by GOD about what happened!  Adonai views us differently than we view ourselves!  Read Deuteronomy 7:5-6.  How does David’s order to burn the remaining gods of the Philistines demonstrate a worshipful act?    
[image: image77.wmf]How might you apply this principle of “tearing down the gods” in your life, as a worshipful act of obedience?
Read Deuteronomy 7:6 again and write your name in each blank as a reminder to you that this is how GOD sees you.   For ________________, you are a people holy to the LORD your GOD. The LORD your GOD has chosen you, ___________________  out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. 

Ponder for a moment the value GOD places upon you.  Read 1 Peter 2:7-10.  How does this verse support Deuteronomy 7:6 and David’s decision to obey?  Consider why men stumble.

We began today’s lesson with the importance of a name and now we see the reality of the fact that Israel and all who believe are told clearly that they are a chosen people or as the KJV states it “a peculiar people” set apart—a treasured possession. Nothing can reveal that more, than living through a threshing floor sift! Knowing that the Great Winnower allowed you to fall in the category of wheat is so humbling that you do not want to fall anywhere but at the feet of the Great Winnower! Experiencing a season of sifting can cause us to remember where to go when the enemy is upon us.  It can also teach us the value of keeping the sacred— sacred! 
Read 1 Chronicles 14:16-17 and fill in the blanks.  So David did as GOD _______________ him…  So David’s ____________ spread throughout every land, and the LORD made all the nation’s ________________ him.

From threshing floor fumble to flourishing fame— we can count on the fact that David gave GOD the glory due His NAME!

	Closing Prayer:
Shout with joy to GOD, all the earth! Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious!
Psalm 66:1-2




Hungry for GOD’s Presence
	[image: image78.wmf]
	Day Four

Dressed for Worship




	Opening Praise: 

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. Wealth and honor come from you. 1 Chronicles 29:11

Our Prayer: 

 Father, Only You can set us apart for worship!  Only You dress us in robes of righteousness. Clothe me in Christ Jesus that I might worship you 
in the Splendor of His Holiness! In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!


Read the Fictional Account:  King David’s Personal Journal
Adonai, one of my men informed me of the blessings that Obed-Edom is receiving from You because of the ark residing in his home.  I have constructed buildings for myself in the City of David, but this leaves me feeling empty—wanting.  I long for Your Presence to reside in Jerusalem.  I pitched a tent for the ark.  How can I bring it to me?  I promise that this time my approach to bringing the ark will be totally different.  I know the wonder of the nations trembling.  I have seen the oceans roar by Your Word.  I realize now that You, O’ GOD will always give me the details to the plan and that I cannot ignore any of them!  Each detail that You give must be obeyed to the fullest measure.  I learned my lesson with Uzzah!  I had a few scribes read to me the law for transporting the ark that I might be able to do so in accordance with the Word of the LORD. I see my foolishness in my haste to bring You home. I will no longer flirt with disaster in regards to the ark of the LORD.  

This time I will make sure that only a Levite will carry the ark of GOD.  You chose them to carry the ark and to minister before You forever.  Who am I to say another should carry it? What was I thinking? Once again I will call an assembly together—all of Israel in Jerusalem, all the descendants of Aaron and the Levites and the Priests that were the heads of the Levitical families.  This procession of the ark will stand out in stark contrast because it will be done in reverence before You, LORD.  How am I doing so far?  Am I in Your will?  

I now realize the importance of the priesthood, so I affirmed the priests by saying, “You are the heads of the Levitical families; you and your fellow Levites are to consecrate yourselves and bring up the ark of the LORD.”  The nods of their heads affirming my words encouraged me further Father.  Such a simple command—Levites carry the ark.  Your anger was like hot coals in the center of a fire as it broke out against us.  How could I forget and not remember Your command? Sometimes, as I ponder that day I can still feel the sting and smell the singe of pain.  Seeking You is the only way, yet we did not inquire of You GOD in how to do it in the prescribed way!  Well, I do not want the nation of Israel to experience the wrath of the LORD GOD Almighty again.  Once was enough for me!  The silence of Your discipline upon Uzzah still reverberates in my ears and heart.  And I know it does in theirs too!
I promise Adonai that this time, each task will be completed in accordance of the Word of the LORD and no act of obedience will be ignored or overlooked.  For I am hungry for more of You!  I long to rest in the knowledge that the ark representing Your Name resides here in Jerusalem as the central location of worship and honor to the Most High!  The singers are preparing their instruments as we speak.  I can’t wait to hear the songs that are played through every kind of instrument.  Somehow, I feel as if the worship music will soothe our souls of the painful reminder of that fateful date on the threshing floor.  I long for us to move into a higher level of worship emotionally before You, GOD.  Not the kind of emotion that forgets, but the kind that puts everything in perspective for You are GOD alone!  I want it to be right this time.  I want Your soul-- Adonai to be blessed by the sounds of our praise.  I made sure they chose the worship leaders with care.   Right now do you see the Elders of Israel and the commanders of units of a thousand bringing the ark of the covenant of the LORD from the house of Obed-Edom with rejoicing?  I must join them and sing to You a new song—One worthy of Your Name!  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  AMEN!


King David’s idea of bringing the ark to Jerusalem was a great idea! He just went about it the wrong way.  Symbolically, the presence of the ark in Jerusalem reminds the people that the LORD of Hosts is the true King not David.  This one incident remains a vivid reminder that GOD alone is the one who sits on the throne!  Today, I want you to ask GOD to help you join David in the dance as he leads the ark into Jerusalem.  For some of us dancing will be a difficult task even in our hearts, for others it will be the unleashing they have longed for.  Nearly a year ago, I felt deeply in my heart that I needed to learn how to dance with GOD not just praise Him.  To do something like this in public was not even in my spectrum of thought, so I cleared a space in our basement and began a season of dancing with GOD.  In my mind’s eye, I literally held His hand, bowed and swirled to my hearts content.  Through out the year, as certain songs were played in worship I closed my eyes and danced with Adonai in my heart even while in a public place.  I realized it has now become a part of my worship.  Just the other day, as I walked with my praise music and the song said, “You must join the dance…”  I did while walking in my neighborhood.  Yes, I did!  I danced steps down the streets in my neighborhood without any thought to man.  Just GOD and me moving in one heart devotion.  As I arrived home, my pre-teen daughter came out to greet me and as I told her what I did.  She said, “Did anyone see you?”   I laughed so hard!  I honestly don’t know if anyone saw me, but you know what—if they did, I honestly do not care.  Today, let’s learn the dance through David!
Read 2 Samuel 6:12-23 and 1 Chronicles 15.
“No one but the Levites may carry the ark of GOD, because the LORD ______________ them to carry the ark of the LORD, and to ___________________________ before Him forever.” 1 Chronicles 15:2/NIV

In order for us to join in the dance, we too must understand that we are chosen!  How does John 15:9-16 support the idea that even New Testament believers are chosen?
In 1 Chronicles 15:2 and in John 15:9-16, the priest is chosen to minister to the Presence of GOD.  In the Old Testament, it was in behalf of the people; however, in the New Testament it is to the people.  As a side note to this lesson, do you see how in joining the dance we will come alongside someone else and minister to them and thereby doing that we minister to GOD?

Once again, we find David assembling all of Israel in Jerusalem.  Maybe he is repeating his actions for himself, but rest assured that the process of how David sets about to bring in the ark this second time is noticed by the whole assembly.  A nation is learning a lesson on obedience!  As you reflect upon these passages, make a list of actions that David takes in bringing the ark to Jerusalem.  

I find it interesting that he called together the descendants of Aaron and the Levites summoning the priests to consecrate themselves in order to bring in the ark.  Do you recall if David asked the Levites to consecrate themselves the first time?   Refer to 2 Samuel 6:1-5 to see if he did. 

How did the Priests consecrate themselves according to 1 Chronicles 15:12?  You can read Numbers 8:5-11 to discover the details of what this looked like.  Write out the specifics of what they did.
[image: image79.wmf]Please do not forget that “consecrate” means to be “set apart.”  How do we consecrate ourselves today?
[image: image80.wmf]Why is it so important that we set ourselves apart for the ministry of the LORD?  

Remember, Christ is who chooses us!  He chose us and appointed us to go and bear fruit. Dressing in His righteousness comes from hearing the Word.  Hearing the Word of GOD is what builds our faith.  I realize you will not see this on your favorite television show on what not to wear, but it is the most crucial attire any believer can adorn!  STUDY the BIBLE! Adorn yourself with the robe of righteousness that takes the inner man and makes the outer radiate!   Don’t just read it—breathe it!  For some the first step in consecrating themselves will be to read it for the first time.  For others it will mean reading deeper.  We cannot be set apart for the ministry of the LORD to minister to Him or to another without the washing of His Word!  Just as the Old Testament priests washed their hands in water, we must wash our souls in the life giving water of the Word of GOD.  As we do this, it will begin the cleansing that must take place in our hearts in order for us to be set apart.  Without the washing of GOD’s word we cannot be set apart!  Tomorrow, we will finish up our dance with King David! 
	Closing Prayer:

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.

Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. Psalm 96:1-2


Hungry for GOD’s Presence
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	Day Five

Worship Dancer or Sideline Glancer?



	Opening Praise: 
It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, 
who has become for us wisdom from GOD
--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 
Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord." 
1 Corinthians 1:30-31

Our Prayer: 

 O Adonai, We long for Your presence!  King David wanted You to be in Jerusalem and we want You here in our midst too!  Just as he desired to bring You as the center 
of their city we long to bring You in to the centers of our world.  Come! 
 Let us worship You now with unbridled passion that does not fear 
to become even more undignified than this!  In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!


Read the Fictional Account:  King David’s Personal Journal
LORD Almighty, I now know the highest height in worship. I can close my eyes and still see the Levites put the poles of the ark upon their shoulders.  As they bore the weight of Your mercy seat, their knees buckled beneath them—evident that man is not to bear the load alone.  The entire assembly held its breath in remembrance of Uzzah’s swift demise as they took their first steps.  After six steps, I sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf.  O YHWH, I pray the fragrant offering before You blessed You at Your table.  My heart still races as I think of Your presence now resting in Jerusalem!  Home!  I wanted everyone to know that You alone made way for the ark to reside in Jerusalem.  I carefully adorned myself with the white linen ephod over the linen robe You prescribed for the priests to wear in the temple for this auspicious occasion.  I am so unworthy of such a blessing, but GOD-- You allowed me this privilege.  I wanted everyone to recognize that I was preparing to maintain Your temple.  My priestly garments symbolizing that You alone set me apart for such a time as this. My exuberance in the LORD let loose as I sang and danced unto Him wholeheartedly and unashamedly.  With each step my joy knew no bounds.  I felt free indeed!  Our dance still takes my breath away.  I cannot pen what You did to me at this moment.  I just want to inhale the memory into the recesses of my mind.   
“Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name; make known among the nations what He has done.  Sing to Him, sing praise to Him; tell of His wonderful acts.  Glory in His holy name; let the hearts of those who see the LORD rejoice.  Look, to the LORD and His strength; seek His face always.  Sing to the LORD, all the earth; proclaim His salvation day after day.  Splendor and majesty are before Him; strength and joy in His dwelling place.  Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength, ascribe to the LORD glory due His name.  Tremble before Him, all the earth!”

“Amen, Praise His Name!”

And so the ark that bears YOUR Name now resides in the City of David.  I learned the lesson that enthusiasm without obedience leads to death and obedience fosters a greater passion in worship.  I pray I never forget.

I promised that we would finish up on how to join the dance today!  Are you ready?  If there is anything you need to bring before GOD before we start please pause now and get yourself ready.  Before we dive into the song, we need to observe David’s countenance as he leads the procession into Jerusalem.  Parades are such funny things.  My neighborhood celebrates the Fourth of July with a parade every year.  My son’s favorite thing is for me to dye his hair red and blue, so that everyone will notice him as he marches past them in the parade.  This is what we want, isn’t it, when we parade ourselves in a parade? We want to be noticed.  Our last look at David will first examine his outer attire and what it communicates about him and then we will examine his song to see what it reveals about the inside of him.  Both were intentional in pointing people to look at the LORD Almighty!  And I promise if you take the time to finish this assignment you will adorn within your heart greater tools for ascribing to YHWH the Glory due His NAME!
Why do you think it so important for us to know that King David is dressed in a robe of fine linen and a linen ephod like the Levites carrying the ark?  1 Chronicles 15:27

Read Isaiah 61:10.  The white linen robe and ephod symbolized that the Priest was set apart.  As a believer in Jesus Christ, we are clothed in the garments of salvation and arrayed in His righteousness.  Our righteousness is made possible only through Jesus Christ. Do you think maybe David desires for the nation of Israel to observe that he understands that GOD has set him apart?  Do you want those in your world to know that you are set apart as you walk in the parade of life?  Then let me encourage you to dress only in Christ’s righteousness.  

[image: image82.wmf]How will knowing that you are set apart impact your dance of praise?  Will you find it a little more freeing to dance, sing, or worship?

While most of the nation danced with King David and celebrated in worshipful song, procession and feasting one stood on the side lines and judged—David’s wife.  Remember Michal-- Saul’s daughter?  One might say she was more like her father than her husband.  Guard your dance!  Make sure it is not a wild frenzy celebrating without consecrating, but once you get the consecration right and choose to honor GOD covered in His righteousness you are free indeed!  Enjoy the parade!  Step into the celebration and live in freedom you have been given in expressing your worship of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Some will watch and judge; while others will join in.  Do not listen to those who judge!  And take along as many as you can in the parade!  It is so much more fun that way!
[image: image83.wmf]Which one are you most likely to represent the one who joins in or the one who judges?  Can different circumstances change how you might respond?
How does David respond to Michal’s criticism according to 2 Samuel 6:21-22?

“We are never free to disobey GOD just because we don't understand.”
 Some may not understand why we dance or praise or sing or kneel… this should not keep us from joining in the dance!  We too must learn to join the dance!  Would you dare to take a moment today to dance with GOD?  He alone sets us apart to minister to Him as we join in the dance.  Do not allow another’s opinion to hinder your worship and praise.  I would rather be a parade dancer than a sideline glancer!  The crazy thing about parades is that people are going to come and watch!  That is the whole point!   Are you willing to ask the Father to grow in you a willingness to become undignified and even humiliated in your own eyes in order to worship Him?  I know it is a tough question—a loaded question indeed.  Be honest with GOD and He will honor where you are in the dance!  Not everyone has to be the clown!  Who knows maybe GOD wants you to be the driver that is hidden under the decorations!  Whether seen or not get involved!
 Now that we are encouraged to join in the parade dance, let’s find out what King David sang.  Read and sing David’s Psalm of ____________________ found in 1 Chronicles 16:8-36.
Can you describe how David’s obedience brought about greater enthusiasm as you read through David’s Psalm?
This next section will require you to sit and pause over the song. Please do not skip this part.  Take your time and truly meditate on what is said. David’s songs or Psalms through-out the Bible teach deep truths.  I want you to learn how to capture those truths for yourself.  We often approach Bible Studies with the mentality of what are you going to teach me.  My goal is to teach you how to digest it for yourself and allow GOD to be your teacher.  Please read the Psalm of Thanks one more time.

What does David call upon the reader or nation of Israel to do?  Focus in on the verbs to determine the action. Your list should be quite long so feel free to use another sheet of paper.   

I need to remember to…


 
Give thanks… vs. 8 ( I have provided two for you to get you started)


Cry out… vs. 36
[image: image84.wmf]Reflect upon the list and take one or two aspects that you desire to see effective in your life today.  Write a prayer asking GOD to make them known in your life and then praise Him for these attributes being fulfilled in your life.

Did you notice that King David proclaims how the earth praises the LORD?  Create a list of the various ways the earth praises GOD.

[image: image85.wmf]How might knowing how the earth praises GOD increase your ability to praise GOD?  

What are the main attributes of GOD proclaimed?  Create a list with as many names as you can possibly discern.  These can be implicitly stated or implied. 
[image: image86.wmf]What is the most important lesson you need to remember based on David’s life?  How does understanding this truth increase your ability to increase in exultation before GOD?
[image: image87.wmf]King David eloquently ascribes praise to GOD.  I want this kind of eloquence in praising GOD.  Don’t you?  Ask the Father to bless you with the ability to bless Him as you praise His Name!  Be prepared to share with your group one truth from David’s song that you could not let go of and why.
Remember your dance in the parade is for an audience of One.  Even though there are other spectators remember that HE alone is the One you desire to bless!  Come and join me as I dance in the Presence of the LORD! 
	Closing Prayer:

And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men 
for GOD from every tribe and language and people and nation. Revelation 5:9


Practice Praise: Each person call out one or two words in praise an attribute of GOD that has blessed you today.
Loosed to Praise 

	[image: image88.wmf]
	Day One

Unbelief Impacts our Praise




	Opening Praise: 

“Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous, it is fitting for the upright to praise Him.  

Praise the LORD with the harp, make music to Him on the ten-stringed lyre.  

Sing to Him a new song.” Psalm 33:1-3
Our Prayer: 

O’ GOD, that you would open my mouth and loose my tongue to praise you, GOD!
Luke 1:64


Read the Fictional Account:

Loosed to Praise

Today, the casting of lots will determine who will go into the Holy of Holies and burn the incense.  GOD’s sovereignty never ceases to amaze me.  His choice always coincides with earthly circumstances that makes each priest’s time of service profound.  I serve as a priest in the division of Abijah, among 24 divisions of priests, under the vicious King Herod.  I can only hope to serve twice a year at the temple for a week. The division of labor spread among us leaves me longing for the once in a lifetime chance to serve as the priest to burn the incense.   

My wife, Elizabeth sent me off this morning with an extra pat on my back and peck on my cheek.  How long have we lived in this community?  How long have we served our family lineage through Aaron revering GOD’s name in obedience?   A long time that is for sure!  I can’t help but smile in my heart at the love and respect we embrace in our small community we serve.

We live rich and fulfilling lives except one thing…  We do not have children.  Elizabeth is childless.  Settling our minds, we live to serve the LORD wholeheartedly without the distraction of children.  Our outward joy and privilege pours out in faithfulness.  Yet, we carry an inner heart-ache of knowing GOD chose not to give us children.  Committed, we serve others without a family underfoot.  Each day of ministry serves as a reminder, we have no children.

As I walked into the temple courts, the casting of lots tumbled to the ground.  My musings robbed me of seeing the lots fall. I felt each face turn to me with expressions shouting, “It is your turn Zechariah.”  “Me!?” Elation, fear, surprise… I don’t even know if words can be used to describe how I feel to be chosen for the incense burning.  What a blessing from GOD!  My soul so needed it!        



Have you ever thought of the fact that your obedience or lack there of is the thermometer of your beliefs about GOD?  Everyone around you will know what you believe simply by how you respond and act toward the things of GOD.  It is a sobering thought isn’t it!  Today, we will discover that GOD’s little surprise gift for Zechariah and Elizabeth reveals a truth about Zechariah’s underlying belief system about GOD.
Read Luke 1:5-7 and write four descriptive words to describe Zechariah and Elizabeth.

What unusual circumstances occur on this day in Zechariah’s life according to Luke 1:8-13?

How does Zechariah respond to angel Gabriel’s announcement?

Talk about life defining moments.  An ordinary day turned extraordinary.  Lots cast… incense burnt… angel appears… fear pounds…announcement made…a son…? Tongue tied… explanations to make!  It makes me exhausted thinking of it.  

In an instant… puff… years of obedience gone.  What happened?  What causes a man experienced in faithfulness to suddenly question a messenger of GOD?  “How can I be sure of this?”  

Read Luke 1:13-20.  What explanation does the angel Gabriel give as to why Zechariah will not be able to speak?

GOD tied a holy knot around Zechariah’s tongue because of unbelief.  He will speak no words…  Would you consider this a minor form of discipline or a major form of discipline?

Imagine the circular conversations in Zechariah’s head.  Imagine how tight the holy knot felt as he realized his unbelief robbed him of his voice.  Do you think the loss of his voice bothered him as much as the fact that after a lifetime of faithful obedience doubt found a way into his walk with GOD?

What name is he to give the child according to Luke 1:13?

Read Luke 1:57-66.  How does the community respond to the name?

Zechariah does not have a hearing problem.  He can’t speak.  It makes me laugh when I read that they turned to Zechariah and began making signs to him to find out what he wanted to name the child.  It takes nine months to birth a child.  You would think that they would have written, “Can you hear?” and figured that out by now.  This does not faze Zechariah. He lifts his hand to pen the name.  “It is John.”  Immediately, his mouth is opened and his tongue is loosed!  Awe!

Imagine Elizabeth’s womb growing daily and his faith increasing in equal measure to her ever-expanding abdomen.  Imagine… The holy knot loosening the tension on his tongue, but finding no way to release it.  Just like a shook up bottle of pop, Zechariah finds he is shook to the core because of disobedience.  The act of naming John pops the lid and praise spews forth.  The holy knot is loosed by his act of obedience.  “His name shall be John.”  Glory!  Praise spills forth.

From Zechariah’s experience we can conclude:

Belief + Obedience = loosed tongues (praising lips)

Unbelief + disobedience = tied tongues

It is written: "I believed; therefore I have spoken.

With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak…”

2 Cor. 4:13

[image: image89.wmf]Can you think of a time where either of the above patterns manifested in your own life?

Fill in the following formulas with your situations.

As I believed… 
and acted in obedience by…      this praise spilled out of me…

_________________  +  ___________________ = _________________________

My unbelief…  

 led to this disobedience…       it made me….

_________________  +  ___________________ = _________________________

What we believe impacts our actions.  Obedience enables us to praise GOD!  Practically, consider a loved one that you are at “odds” with over an issue or circumstance. When you “believe” you have been wronged, do you easily give them praise?  I don’t!  I find that I withhold it.  Our beliefs about GOD greatly impact our praise just as our beliefs about those around us impact our praise of them.  A dear friend Kristin, whom I admire greatly because of her ability to worship in sincere simplicity, reminded me just yesterday, “Don’t forget the hope, Tara!”  Well said, dear friend!  If your disbelief has robbed you of pure fellowship with GOD or even detoured you down a road of disobedience you lose sight of hope.  Do not lose hope!  Just like Zechariah, we too may have a season where GOD has to tie our tongues. During those seasons of weakness, despair, hopelessness, unbelief, or even disobedience if we act responsibly and confess our sins He s faithful and just to forgive us of all unrighteousness! We will grow spiritually like Elizabeth’s womb grew physically.

I know which one I want to live by.  How about you?  

	Closing Praise:
Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let them say among the nations, 

"The Lord reigns!" 1 Chronicles 16:31
Closing Prayer:

Father, heal my unbelief and loose my tongue to praise you!  In Jesus’ Name, Amen!


Loosed to Praise 
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	Day Two

Praise Changes People




	Opening Praise:

Then the trees of the forest will sing, they will sing for joy before the Lord,

for he comes to judge the earth. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his love endures forever. 1 Chron. 16:33-34

Our Prayer:

O Father, teach me to praise You with complete abandon! In Jesus’ Name, Amen!


I can’t believe I am walking into the Holy of Holies to prepare the incense— a fragrant offering for the LORD!  As I approached the temple to enter, the worshipers assembled together outside to pray.   Their faithfulness always ministers to the Spirit within me.  I love to hear their songs lifted up as one voice in worship.  

A hush fell upon my heart as I entered the temple.  Beads of sweat covered my brow.  A small laugh escaped my lips releasing my anxiety.  I rehearsed the task a thousand times in my head.  A simple task, all I had to do was light the incense.  My stomach tied up in knots at the prospect of doing each detail with reverent precision.  

I stood in front of the altar determining the best way to light the incense when panic stripped me of my senses… I must not disturb the altar in any way.  I shook my head to remind myself of my duty… just light the incense!  As the flame kissed the wick to life, the pungent odor of fire wafted into my nostrils and tickled my senses.  Abruptly, at the right of the altar I caught a glimpse of someone beside me.  I tensed inside because no one else should be in there with me.  To see another individual standing beside me gripped my heart with fear. My hands shook so unexpectedly that the flame blew out. My fluttering heart made it hard for me to catch my breath.  If there were any dark hairs left on my head before I entered the room they instantly turned gray.  My pulse began to pound within me for fear that the sacred had been disturbed on my day.  My one chance to honor GOD in this sacred duty has been disrupted.   

The angel observed the uncontrollable shaking that gripped my body. Immediately he said to me, “Do not be afraid, GOD has heard your prayer.”  His voice lit the flame as if it never went out.

Praise stops us in our tracks.  Praise shuts mouths, heals wounds, opens hearts and paves a path straight.  Praise draws tears from deep within the soul.  There is power in praise.

A dear family friend, Todd stated, “the angel Gabriel left the presence of GOD to come and give Zechariah a blessing.  Can you imagine what the angel felt when Zechariah expressed unbelief?”  Ironically, as Elizabeth named the baby John the townspeople questioned his name.  Don’t you know that Zechariah and Elizabeth spent the entire nine months of their pregnancy drawing closer and closer to GOD!  They too stood in the presence of GOD only to be questioned for their obedience to the command, “You shall name him John.”  They chose obedience and Zechariah’s tongue loosed and he began praising GOD!  Praise amazes people. It did the townspeople that day.  What does Luke 1:65-66 say how the people reacted? 

[image: image91.wmf]At this point in the study has your definition of praise changed?  Explain.  

Read Luke 1:67-80.  How are Zechariah’s words described in Luke 1:67?

Let’s examine three truths about praise…

In Luke 1:64, we are told that Zechariah immediately began to praise.  In Luke 1:67, his praise is called prophecy.  Why?

Pure praise proclaims the Word of GOD. Proclamation of what GOD has done often turns to praise and lifts our spirits.  Why else would the prophets of old spend significant amounts of time recounting all GOD has done!  Remembrance of yesterday’s grace brings healing for today’s sufferings. We will examine Zechariah’s demonstration of this in his praise song more on Day Five.  According to the Bible Background Commentary, there exists a fine line between praise and prophecy.  Often in scripture one will find that they are intermixed.
   Prophecy in the Old Testament proclaims what GOD will accomplish. Isaiah 53: 4-6 is an excellent prophetic passage. This passage of scripture captures the heart of Jesus’ ministry and the suffering He endured on our behalf many years before it ever occurred.  Old Testament prophecies are testable.  This particular account finds its fulfillment in Jesus Christ of Nazareth—GOD’s only Son.  

In the New Testament, prophecy proclaims the fulfillment of the Word of GOD.  Peter’s discourse in Acts 2:17-36 cut the heart’s of the people compelling them to cry, “Brother, what must we do?”  Three thousand repented that day in response to his proclaiming the truth of Jesus Christ.  The Word of GOD, faithful and true, will not return void.  It only makes sense that the two intermix. Pure praise proclaims who GOD is, was, and will be. Thereby, a proclaimer of the Word of GOD is a prophet.  Zechariah weaves various Old Testament passages in His prophecy praising GOD and based on the angels testimony proclaims what John’s ministry will be like.

Examine Luke 1:67-79 and write out two examples of praise and two examples of proclaiming the Word of GOD.

[image: image92.wmf]What kind of impact does praise have upon you?

[image: image93.wmf]Does quoting scriptures change your praise or prayer time?  How?

Praising GOD changes a person.  In 1 Samuel 10:5-6, scripture actually states this truth. Excitement filled me when I read this passage of scripture.  If you read 1 Samuel 10:1-8 you will discover that this is the calling of Saul to become King.  Samuel gives Saul a message from GOD and it includes the details of what Saul is to do and to whom he is to meet.  Part of the prophecy states that Saul is to go to Gibeah of GOD, a Philistine outpost and he will meet a group that will be prophesying as they are coming down from the holy high place.  

What happens to Saul when he sees the group prophesying?

According Luke 1: 67 what enables Zechariah to prophesy?

“The power of the Spirit of the Lord will come upon him.”  Zechariah filled with the Holy Spirit prophesied.  Saul prophesied after the Spirit of the LORD came upon him.  No man can boast that the ability to prophesy or praise comes from his own strength, ability, talent, or gift.  A wise man embraces this truth.

Finish this sentence: Saul walks away a ________________ man (1 Samuel 10:6.)  We can fathom to say that Zechariah did as well. Scripture is silent about what type of change takes place.  I believe that the reason it is silent is because the change is irrelevant.  The fact that he is changed is the critical point.  

As a believer in Christ, we have the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling richly in us. When we join in praise and worship with a pure heart, we too walk away changed.  What change will take place?  Again, the change is a non-issue, each of us walk in our faith at different levels of maturity.  GOD will not meet us exactly the same as another. The changes each of us will need will be totally different than anyone else.  Even non-believers reap the blessing of overflow from our worship (praise) because GOD promises in scripture that where two or more are gathered in HIS name HE is in their midst (Matthew 18:20.)     

Did you notice the procession of prophets leaving the high place?  They were just leaving the place of worship!  They had just been in the presence of GOD.  Anytime one is in the presence of GOD they will walk away changed; moreover, it will be evident to those around them too.  This is why we as believers can be so bright immediately after we leave church, but if we don’t spend time with GOD during the days to follow we become duller in our light.  I read a long time ago a great example of this truth.  The next time you get into the shower put your hand up real close to the spout.  How does the water feel?  Then place your hand as far from the spout as you can.  How does the water feel?  The closer you are to the source pouring out the water it is hotter and the further you get from the source of pouring out the water the colder the water will become.  It is the same with us as believers. The closer we are to the source the hotter we will be in our walk.  The key… change comes when you are spending time with the source, our ALMIGHTY GOD.  

I recently experienced this reality of change.  One Sunday, I made a commitment to GOD to not make a single request of Him, but only praise Him.  I received two important phone calls on that day from dear friends asking me to pray for them, “Right now!”  With reticence, I told my friend suffering from Menieres disease that I had made a commitment to only praise GOD on this day.  My prayers will not voice your exact request, but I will praise GOD with you through this time.  After experiencing fourteen hours of dizziness and not being able to raise her head.  She just said, “Yeah, yeah.”  I knelt at my prayer box and began praising GOD on behalf of my friend.  Tears rolled down my cheeks.  Just reflecting on this sweet fellowship makes my nose burn in preparation for more tears.  I learned a new prayer method that day… challenged to take every scripture I knew about GOD and praise Him as I applied it to her situation.  Rich does not even begin to describe what happened within me.  Stunned… both of us just hung up the phone without any conversation following our praise time. A few days later she called to say, “Tara, I must tell you something.  The other day when you prayed for me, my dizziness lifted.”  There is power in praising GOD.  I never once asked GOD to heal my friend that day, but I did praise Him proclaiming His word… “Thank you Jesus for it is by your wounds we are healed.”  “Thank you that all who touched you were healed.”  “Thank you for the promise that if we draw near to you that you will draw near to us and You are here.” “Thank You for Your presence and Your listening ears!”  Both of us walked away changed that day.  Praise changes you!

Does praise have a corporate impact?  

How important is it to set aside time to praise?

Read 1 Chronicles 25:1-3

Praise sets us apart for GOD.  King David knew that they needed to remain in a spirit of worship within the House of GOD.  He made sure men were set apart for the ministry of prophesying. I found it interesting to discover that the Hebrew word for prophecy is naba’.  It means to speak or sing with inspiration. 
  We too need to make sure that we set ourselves apart for the ministry of the House of GOD.   Every time we go to church we participate in singing and in hearing the Word of GOD.  Are we preparing ourselves for this ministry to GOD? It is so easy for us to be trapped in the entertainment mentality when we go to church.  What’s in it for me? When in actuality we should be asking ourselves, “Have I truly set myself apart for the worship of my LORD?” “How can I minister to HIM today?”  “How can I praise GOD for all He has done!”  “The LORD is good and His love endures forever!”

Inspiration… the filling of the Holy Spirit.  I love how scripture always supports scripture.  Saul, David’s men and Zechariah all speak under the influence of the Spirit of GOD!  

O GOD, make this true every time we enter the doors of our church buildings.

How does King David demonstrate the value of the ministry of prophecy/praise?

How do you spend your Saturday night before church?  

[image: image94.wmf]What does it mean to you “to be set apart for the ministry of worship?”

What about your personal Bible Study and prayer time?  How do you spend time with GOD?  Are your prayers predominantly requests?  If you were to place on a scale of 1 to 10 how would your praise rate?

No  Praise


Some Praise


Praise out loud



_______________________________________________________________________

1




5




10

I deliberately chose the word “spend” because I want us to focus on the stewardship of our time for the purpose of praise. Are you, and if you have children, getting the proper amount of sleep needed?  Does everyone wake up with a healthy frame of mind? Greg and I work at protecting our Saturday nights to guard our family in preparation for our Sunday worship time.  You might say, “What is the big deal, Tara? I show up!”  Good!  Don’t stop going!  However, the value of something being “set apart” implies that it is different… special… a treasure.  The value of “setting apart” your time for worship and praise renders to GOD the honor due His name.  Sacred!  Why else do you think David… the man after GOD’s own heart chose special men for this ministry?  Our gathering together for worship encourages hearts, unites them in love and reveals the mysteries of the gospel found in Christ Jesus.  All for one purpose… making His Name Great! Glorifying GOD births corporate vitality.  Corporate praise unhindered by casual mindsets is loosed!  Remember there is power in praise!

Praise proclaims GOD’s Word.  Praise changes people.  Praise is a “set apart” ministry meant to build up the body of Christ and Glorify GOD.  We could summarize this lesson as:

The Inspired Word of GOD  + The Praise of His Children  = Changed lives

Changed Lives + Corporate Praise = Corporate Vitality

Corporate vitality is loosed lives living in the freedom of the LORD!  What more can we ask for?  Remember all who observed the proclamation of John’s name that day walked away astonished.  They knew something special transpired.  Remember pure praise proclaims what GOD has done, changes the person, and impacts those near and dear all the while pointing to GOD.  

[image: image95.wmf]What will you do today to increase your praise of the Father?

	Closing Praise:

  “Sing praises to the Lord, enthroned in Zion; 

Proclaim among the nations what he has done.” Psalm 9:11

Closing Prayer:

Set me apart, O’ GOD, for the ministry of prophesying

 that I may truly speak and sing with inspiration from You!  In Jesus’ Name, Amen!


Loosed to Praise 

	[image: image96.wmf]
	Day Three

Praise Points to GOD




	Opening Praise: 

Praise be to the Lord, the GOD of Israel,

from everlasting to everlasting.

Then all the people said "Amen" and "Praise the Lord."

1 Chron. 16:36
Our Prayer:

O’ Lord, I am still before You, acknowledging Your name, affirming You with praise, 

trusting You to be my horn of salvation.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen!


Heard my prayer?  Which prayer?  I thought in my head.  I pray often to GOD because I hunger for righteousness.  Could it be the prayer I pray faithfully… my prayer for a child to brighten the dullness in the eyes of my precious Elizabeth?  To look up with such a start and then to hear the angel say that GOD had heard my prayer and that my wife Elizabeth was to have a son was more than I could bear. I feared my knees would fail me.

To hear of this son that would be the forerunner to the long awaited Messiah was a thought to be pondered. I just could not get past the fact that we were up there in years.  I am an old man for goodness sake and Elizabeth—well she is well along in years too.   

My son will be a joy and delight to me.  As for other people rejoicing over his birth, none will compare to my Elizabeth’s exultation.  Imagine the thought!  

My jaw dropped opened, as the thought coursed through my mind again… a child?  But I am old and so is my wife of many years.  

“Your child will be great in the eyes of GOD.  This child will be set apart for the LORD.”  

I kept thinking, “But, I am old.” My mind kept racing back and forth from my thoughts to his words. So many things swirling through my head…   Does the angel not realize I am old?  Yes I prayed for this child. I long to bounce him on my knee and show him how to fulfill the priestly duties with dignity.  I want to take him out to the river and show him how to fish.  
What’s that?  He will draw many back to the LORD?  A man filled with the Spirit and the power of Elijah!? I dreamed of this son and prayed—no, begged the LORD for him.  Can’t he see how old I am?  Did the angel really say that he would turn fathers’ hearts to their children and the disobedient back to righteousness?  I long to see this happen with my people. I don’t know if my feeble mind can take all of this in.  Will he really be the one to prepare the people for the coming of the LORD?  Yes, it is my son I have prayed for with all my heart.  It is the son every priest hoped for and strove to raise.  

The word of the LORD describes the one that prepares the way for the Messiah and all I could say, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years?”  

What was I thinking?  To hear the disbelief in my voice and knowing full well it was in my heart crushed me as I realized the truth of my own unbelief.  In an instant every truth that I had known of GOD flashed through my mind.  The LORD is sovereign and good to His children.  He is faithful to those that are true to His commands.  He blesses the man that blesses His name.  In an instant I, Zechariah, spoke a thought and my words fell empty to the ground.  


What is the purpose of praise?

We ended yesterday’s lesson with the thought that our praise must point to GOD!  Once Zechariah’s tongue loosed and he began to praise, we discover that his praise divided into two parts: GOD focus and Personal ownership.  Read Luke 1: 68-79 and write out where you think the division takes place in his praise between the focus on GOD to establishing personal ownership.

Today, we will examine GOD focus.  Zechariah began with GOD focus because the personal ownership is a natural outcome of focusing on GOD.  Tomorrow we will exam personal ownership of praise. Let us journey into a moment of remembrance by reading Exodus 3:14-15.  What name of GOD is proclaimed and what is so important about it?

Yahweh—is a GOD of action!  He is the biggest verb there will ever be.  Remember… do not forget… I AM is to be remembered in all generations.  This command includes us!  We fall into the “all generations” category as much as Zechariah and Elizabeth.  I AM is on the move.  “If GOD is for us who can be against us?” Every time I contemplate a verb of action I know that GOD is in it when it is for His glory.  

What about with praise, how is it manifested in action?  What verbs do you use to describe praise?

Read Psalm 150:1-6 and underline all the actions this Psalmist uses to praise GOD. 

Praise the Lord.

Praise GOD in his sanctuary;

praise him in his mighty heavens.

[2] Praise him for his acts of power;

praise him for his surpassing greatness.

[3] Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,

praise him with the harp and lyre,

[4] praise him with tambourine and dancing,

praise him with the strings and flute,

[5] praise him with the clash of cymbals,

praise him with resounding cymbals.

[6] Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.

Praise the Lord.

Do some of your verbs match this Psalmist’s verbs?  If so, which ones?

There are many ways to praise GOD!  Amen!  I will share a funny story from my family’s box of stories.  We have four pets… all with special names and meanings.  One of our cats landed on our roof in the middle of a terrible storm.  The pitiful creature stole our hearts. As much as we tried to find her owners, we were not able.  She stayed and needed a new name.  Our family gathered around our kitchen table with another dear friend, Samantha. We could not agree upon a name until Samantha suggested, “Allelujah.”  Yes… Praise the LORD!  This stuck!  We praised GOD for bringing Allelujah into our home.  Since we use her name often we discovered that we do not think about its value or meaning anymore as we call out her name. Until one day, our now indoor kitty decided to escape through our front door in a new neighborhood of only 6 weeks.  
Our two children, two nephews, and sweet niece scrambled out our front door scouring our neighborhood shouting “Allelujah!”  “Allelujah!”  Praise the LORD!  Greg and I sat in our house laughing until tears rolled at the blessing our neighbors were receiving this night.  What must they have thought of their new neighbors?

Unfortunately, we too can allow our praise to become a part of the ordinary—mundane.  We unintentionally do not ponder the value or meaning of praise as often as we should. How do we prevent this from happening?  What do you do to keep your praise fresh and new?

What does Psalm 46:10 recommend?

In preparation for our praise, we must be still.  Routine robs us of remembrance. Sameness steals our stillness. We forget to be still and let GOD be GOD in the circumstances around us because we forget we are called to extraordinary lives as children of GOD.  The Hebrew word for still is raphah and in its primitive root it means to slacken.  Essentially, it means to let go of your grip.  Are you holding on too tight?  Slacken your grip and be still before GOD.  It comes from the Hebrew root rapha which means to mend or cure-- make whole.
  Think about sleep and how your body needs it to heal. Stillness… what is that in today’s world?   If we slacken our grip and exalt GOD, we will discover healing and enjoy the freedom to praise.  Can you imagine the slackening of Zechariah’s grip on John?  When did it begin?  Maybe the moment the angel Gabriel tied his tongue he began his process of letting go and letting GOD! Or did he wait until the birth of John or after John became a wild man out in the desert proclaiming, “Prepare the way for the Risen LORD!”  Either way… healing came—physically in the birth of a son, but also spiritually as their faith increased.

Remember, Yahweh brought Israel to the Promised Land.  He rescued and avenged His children.  He loves you so much. He sent His Son to die for your sins.  He is the Creator of the universe. I AM on the move! Do you honestly think that GOD cannot handle your life circumstances?  He gave life to the womb of a woman of many years—through the seed of an old man. 

At the time of this writing, I am trying hard to honor this verse.  My husband works at Enron after the bankruptcy and lay offs.  Each day the news lives and breath’s Enron.  The only response Greg and I can have toward the whole situation… stillness.  GOD is GOD.  He is in control.  He is the One who gives and He is the One who takes.  He will be exalted both by the nations and the earth.  And yes, even Enron and all involved in this tragedy will exalt the LORD when He returns.  But for now… we choose to honor GOD and say, “Allelujah.”  What is news worthy today will not even matter upon the return of GOD, for every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is LORD!  We choose to acknowledge His name.

What promise does GOD give to the one who acknowledges His name in Psalm 91:14?

GOD focused at its finest acknowledges His Name.  Whatever is going on in your life, take time to acknowledge GOD and invite Him into the circumstances.  The promises are abundant: rescue, protection, answers, presence, deliverance and honor.  All it takes is acknowledgement of His name.  I don’t know about you, but I truly want to acknowledge His name.  Why do we so often acknowledge everyone and everything, but Him? 

O’ Lord, forgive me for not acknowledging Your name more and more.

How does Zechariah acknowledge the name of the LORD in Luke 1:67-75?

Have you ever had someone acknowledge you, but not affirm you?  I have! A real let down especially if you are serving this person with your whole heart.  Do you think this might have been what the angel Gabriel felt in behalf of GOD?  A sense of let down that Zechariah acknowledged GOD, but did not affirm him with praise for the good news He sent?  

Read Psalm 41:13 and 72:18 and write out how the Psalmist gives GOD verbal assent.

Once you acknowledge the LORD, affirm Him with praise.  “You are GOD!  I will sing of Your love forever!” Give glory to His name.  Sing a new song to Him.  If you don’t feel that your words are adequate enough to praise Him open up your Bible and pray the Psalms to GOD.  Make this a daily pattern and eventually you will find that your prayers will begin to reflect the very words you have read in prayer.

Each of these truths that Zechariah illustrates: stillness, acknowledgment, and affirmation are woven with this one truth to solidify their power.  What does Luke 1:69 say GOD has raised up?  

Trust the Horn of Salvation.  Trust!  Those five letters represent a huge leap for the average person.  Trust?  Why?  Maybe you think… No one has shown himself or herself trustworthy to me… so why would GOD?  Do you believe He is trustworthy?  Trustworthy enough to praise when your tongue is tied? Is He trustworthy enough to praise when your child is deathly ill or your brother is on drugs?  Can you trust Him with next month’s bills while you pay the tithe check? This is twofold.  You must take personal responsibility for your trust in GOD to be stronger than any thing that you face.  The word horn implies might or strength.  Horn of salvation will occur often as a theme throughout this entire study.  A bull demonstrates his might through the blow of his horn upon the enemy.  The Horn of Salvation represents GOD’s might to save.  Take hold of His horn and allow His salvation to encompass all aspects of your life.  He has the might to save!  

[image: image97.wmf]Do you trust Him?  What enemy do you need to release before the Horn of Salvation for deliverance from?

Read Psalm 18:2 and write out a prayer asking GOD to make this verse evident and real to you. 

	Closing Praise:

 The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;

my GOD is my rock, in whom I take refuge.

He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 

Psalm 18:2


Loosed to Praise 
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	Day Four

The Highest Praise is Preparing the Way for Another


	Opening Praise:

“I will give thanks to the Lord because of his righteousness and 

will sing praise to the name of the Lord Most High.” Psalm 7:17
Our Prayer:

O GOD, use me to prepare the way for others to know Your salvation! In Jesus’ Name, Amen


GOD is true to His word.  He is faithful.  He has sent an angel to tell me He has heard my prayer.  As these thoughts flashed through my mind, I heard the angel speak again.  This time he spoke with stern authority.  

“I am Gabriel.  I stand in the presence of GOD, and I have been sent to you and to tell you this good news.  And now you will be silent and not be able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their proper time.”  

Silence?  What silence?   My mind bubbled like a boiling pot of stew.  I repeated over and over the sequence of events with the angel Gabriel.  My voice may not be heard, but my mind would not relent.  Then the realization that my sweet Elizabeth and I will have a son penetrated my heart.  I felt my flesh crawl sending shivers up and down my spine. A new dawn rising in our home for my loins will bear a child.  The relentless gnawing in the womb of my Elizabeth will know the satisfaction of a womb filled with a growing babe.

Elizabeth would know the glory—the very essence of GOD’s gift of life growing inside her womb.  Her womb had been barren for so long.  The thought of seeing her round with child…  Oh, the bliss.  Thank you, LORD.  You are worthy to be praised!    

I do not know how long I stood in the temple after the angel left.  Time was no longer an issue.  When suddenly, the thought occurred to me…Oh, I must go out and tell what I have seen and heard.  Wait, I have no words.  How does one put to words the vision of GOD’s glory when one can’t speak? 

I burst out of the temple flailing my arms about with tremendous exaggerations like a mad man.  As much as I tried, I could not speak.  Not a word could I utter!  I scared the people because many of them drew away from me.  Surely, someone will realize I have seen a vision in the temple.  I kept making signs with my hands pointing to heaven and then to my mouth.  They just watched me, as I tried ardently to express what I saw they looked at me with clueless expressions.  Finally, someone realized I saw a vision of the LORD.  I felt the light in my eyes shining bright. My face glowed with a glimpse of holiness as I worked as quickly as I could to complete my duties then I rushed home to my wife of many years. 


Up to this point Zechariah’s song solely pointed to GOD, but now it turns to a personal focus.  His long awaited son—John.  His words do not shout the thoughts of a wishful thinker or a fortune-teller.  His words come directly from the mouth of the angel Gabriel 

Read Luke 1:14-17 and write out every description the angel Gabriel proclaims about John in the column on the left.  Read Luke 1:76-79 and write out everything Zechariah proclaims about John on the right column.

Luke 1:14-17




Luke 1:76-79

	
	


I discovered twelve things the angel Gabriel spoke about John. Your list will differ and that is okay. Zechariah narrowed those down to three main truths.  Zechariah trusted the angel Gabriel now.  After sitting with his tongue-tied for almost ten months mulling over his words that fell empty to the ground, he learned a lesson or two about trust.  Zechariah believed the angel Gabriel; therefore, he spoke!  The fruit of his lips became personal.  We learn the truth that when trust goes up praise increases!  Have you found this to be true in your personal relationships as well?  The more you trust someone the more likely you are to praise them!

How does the angel Gabriel point to the idea that John will be a prophet of the Most High? List as many examples as you can.

Zechariah owned what the angel Gabriel told him.  I believe ownership is the greatest struggle in a believer’s walk.  We hear the Word of GOD, but we do not own it.  We must own it!  What good is a truth if we do not trust it to come to fruition?  Yesterday morning I drove along 72nd Street as I ran an errand.  My mind dwindled upon mundane things when “pop” a scripture thought interrupted my heart.  “Rend your hearts…”(Joel 2:13.) As I sat and thought upon this verse ,I remembered the following words “not your garments.”  I began a circular discussion with myself about this verse.  “It says, “rend your hearts.”  “It does not say… “Rend your mind!”  WHOA!  “Why not GOD?”  Because… your mind can know, but until your heart takes hold it’s not a go!  When a truth bleeds down from our mind into the bowels of our being, our heart, then we have ownership.  It becomes personal… real… a part of your story.  Your history of HIS story!

I love this aspect of Zechariah’s song because it becomes his son’s personal story.  What must John do in Luke 1:76b? 

The King James Version says that he must go before the face of the LORD.  We discover as John discovered when we approach the face of GOD it becomes personal.  Each of us must personalize our song for the LORD.  We will exalt Him greatly when we go. He has called us to go too.  In Greek the word latreuo means to serve… to minister to GOD, render religious homage.
 In our service to GOD, we render unto Him the praise He deserves.  Zechariah and Elizabeth understood the value of “going.” John observed this as a young man.  Every time his parents went before the LORD in obedience, their son absorbed the value of personal ownership.  If we do not live in the personal ownership of the Word of GOD, we will not be able to go!  

What do you feel is the greatest rendering of homage (honor or praise) to the LORD?

[image: image99.wmf]When is trust difficult for you with GOD?

Read Isaiah 40:3-5. What do you think scripture means by “Prepare a way for?”

Referring to your descriptive list listed under Luke 1:14-17; which aspects of Gabriel’s proclamation best illustrate John “preparing a way for others to know Jesus?”

If you will imagine with me for a moment… a King in ancient times desiring to travel to distant lands. He sends before him a team to make rugged places smooth.  His travel necessitates a clear path.  For it is not fitting for a King to machete through underbrush.  The rugged land is densely populated with overgrown plants, trees, and weeds…the passage… slow and laborious.   He sends before him a herald.  Someone to clear the path and make it known that he is coming.    

What might the “rugged places,” “rough ground,” and “wilderness,” represent?

What kinds of knowledge will John give the people based on Luke 1:77?

In the ownership of our song, we find ourselves on roads less traveled, highways instead of byways, and forks in the road that feed us more than we can eat.  Yet, someone like John prepared the way for us to find Jesus.  His obedience to “go prepare a way for” enabled us to understand the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of sins.  

Who prepared the way for you?  

John fulfilled the prophecy of turning hearts.  “Rend your heart…”  “Turn hearts…” “Ownership…” Who might GOD want you to prepare the way for?  Write this name upon the tablet of your heart and ask GOD to let you become the voice that calls out to them. 

Read Colossians 4:2-6.  How does Paul request the Colossians to pray for him?

[image: image100.wmf]As you reflect upon Paul’s request for prayer make it your prayer for yourself today.  

As you begin your ministry of “calling out” to others for Christ, your praise will increase.  Sharing the gospel message to someone and watching them catch the gift of eternal life brings great jubilation!   We will save discussing “the call” for further examination later in the study. Just know that you live with a call to action!  As one clever author titled his book, “Don’t Just Stand There Pray Something!”
  
	Closing Praise:

"Blessed be your glorious name, 

and may it be starry host, 

the earth and all that is on it, 

the seas and all that is in them. 

You give life to everything, 

and the multitudes of heaven worship you. Neh. 9:5-6


Loosed to Praise 

	[image: image101.wmf]
	Day Five

Praise Proclaims GOD’s Movement




	Opening Praise:

“I will give thanks to the Lord because of his righteousness 

and will sing praise to the name of the Lord Most High.” Psalm 7:17

Our Prayer:

O GOD, let me see Your movement in my life! Pour out Your song through my lips!
 In Jesus’ Name, Amen!


I gathered my Elizabeth in my arms and her womb opened to my seed.

For five months Elizabeth stayed secluded--cautious and waiting.  At the end of the five months, she came out proclaiming, “the LORD has done this for me.  He has shown me favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.”  

The time finally came for the baby’s arrival. The joy in our hearts swelled at the thought of the goodness of the LORD GOD ALMIGHTY.  Our joy spread among the townspeople as they celebrated with us in the birth of our son.  Elizabeth announced at the circumcision ceremony that the child will bear the name John.  

One of our fellow townsmen blurted, “Elizabeth, what are you thinking? Zechariah deserves to have a son bear his name or at least the name of his father. You have no relatives with that name.  Honestly, what are you thinking?”

Once again in the temple, I felt everyone’s head turn to me, I reached for a tablet and wrote, “His name is to be John.”  Immediately my mouth opened and my tongue loosed of the knot the angel Gabriel had placed there and I began to speak… praising GOD.   I sang a new song as a changed man.  


On day three, we examined the action of Yahweh… I AM in the house and on the move or as Beaver in The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe says, “Aslan’s on the move!”  Today, we will analyze Zechariah’s song for all the verbs to see how Zechariah proclaimed GOD’s movement.  If you have available several translations of the Bible take the time to read Zechariah’s song at least three separate times.  As you read, meditate on the movement of GOD proclaimed by Zechariah.

Circle all the verbs in the following passages that describe GOD’s action on behalf of His children.  

"Praise be to the Lord, the GOD of Israel,

because he has come and has redeemed his people.

[69] He has raised up a horn of salvation for us

in the house of his servant David

[70] (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),

[71] salvation from our enemies

and from the hand of all who hate us--

[72] to show mercy to our fathers

and to remember his holy covenant,

[73] the oath he swore to our father Abraham:

[74] to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,

and to enable us to serve him without fear

[75] in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.

Luke 1:68-75

Make a list in the column of every attribute you can imply about GOD based on these verbs.  I will give you an example.  “has come”  implies that GOD is present—GOD with us.  How fitting since we are studying the birth of the one preparing the way for Emmanuel—GOD with us.

What is Zechariah’s opening praise of GOD in Luke 1:68?

The Amplified Bible blesses me. I love descriptive words and it always “amplifies” the meaning so beautifully.  “Blessed—praised and extolled and thanked—be the LORD GOD of Israel, because He has come and brought deliverance and redemption to His people!”
  Present GOD bearing gifts… not just any gifts, but deliverance and redemption!  WOW!  Can you imagine this daddy’s pride swelling as he pours out his praise knowing that his son will play a role in this plan?  Could his words express his heart?  Not likely!  

Do you see the “remembrance” of praise?  Zechariah’s name means, “The LORD remembers.”
 Every time someone called out his name, the meaning rang out within their unconscious minds… “The LORD remembers!”  GOD does not forget His promises.  He knows the covenants He has made with His children and He will not forget them.  He remembers.  We too need to remind ourselves that the LORD remembers.  There needs to be a looking back when we praise.  As you read Zechariah’s praise song, he travels a mental journey of GOD’s hand at work through the lives of the forefathers since the world began.  GOD is GOD… past, present and future.  Nostalgia… memories… remembrance… Where we have been helps us to know where we are going!  AMEN!  

How does Zechariah use remembrance to point to where the people of GOD will end up?

How does Zechariah use remembrance to illustrate the sovereign hand of GOD at work?

Covenant Father… Deliverer… Redeemer… Shining the Way of Peace!   “Prepare the way of the risen LORD!”  The Way of Peace… Prince of Peace!  My praise lifts up just thinking of Him!  Reflecting on GOD’s movement satisfies us.

When you have eaten and are satisfied,

praise the Lord your GOD for the good land he has given you.
Deut. 8:10

“He has given you!”  GOD raises up His children!  He loves us so much that He rouses “The Horn of Salvation” for us!  After 400 years of inactivity from the prophets of GOD who better to understand the mouths of prophets speaking than one whose mouth remained shut for a season.  Not only does the movement of GOD impact the people of Israel in the past it becomes present and personal in Zechariah’s praise in Luke 1:71…”That we should be saved from our enemies.”

Ultimately, Zechariah praises GOD because of the ____________________________ of our GOD (Luke 1:78.)  His praise does not lift up because of who he is, but because of who GOD is to him and to His children.  He is the Great Lover!  Amen and Hallelujah!  I love reading the Greek definition for tender mercies.  Splaghonon means spleen, intestine, bowels or inward affection.
 GOD loves us from the depth of His spleen!

What is the spleen anyway?  I thought it an unnecessary organ and now we find it used to explain why GOD is worthy of praise.  According to Robert J. Huskey, people without spleens “suffer from problems with overwhelming bacterial infections in the blood.”
  Isn’t GOD wonderful!  His inward affections compel Him to tender mercies to redeem us.  From the very organ that guards against bacterial infections GOD’s love pours out love for us… sinners filled with every kind of spiritual bacteria infection.  GOD is our filter!  Zechariah had it so right the Most High is worthy of our praise! His tender mercies are new every morning.  Praise His Holy Name!

[image: image102.wmf]What does your praise sound like to GOD?  Is it repetitive?  Is it personal?  Does it come from a pattern you were taught as a child?  Ask GOD to reveal to you aspects of your praise that stems from ritual and not heart.  

What main attribute of GOD proclaimed by Zechariah blesses you most?  Why?

[image: image103.wmf]Ask GOD to grow your praise life by loosing your tongue to praise Him.  Take time to reflect upon GOD’s movement in your life.  Choose five specific times that GOD has moved in your behalf. Lift them up in praise to GOD right now.  If you feel that GOD has never moved in your life please take this time and tell Him you want to see His movement so you will know how to praise Him.

The movement of GOD in Zechariah’s life still speaks to us today.  The townspeople amazed by what they saw and heard wondered “what then is this child going to be?”  We view in amazement the full revelation of Zechariah’s praise song birthing fruition in the life of John.  As we observe the value of belief coupled with obedience in increasing Zechariah’s praise, we are challenged to join in the praise that transforms.  Loosed tongues set free to praise the movement of the Great I AM! 

	Closing Praise:

Oh, Lord, May the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart 

be pleasing in your sight. 

 In Jesus’ Precious Name, Amen!

Psalm 19:14


Increase in Exultation

	[image: image104.wmf]
	Day One

Bowing to the Call

 



Can you believe we are now on our fifth week!  I am so proud of you!  Think of all the wonderful truths you have layered into your heart to pour out in praise.  This week, we will learn the beauty of increasing in our exultation.  We must remember that GOD measures our praise from a different measuring stick!  We will discover that the lower we bow, the higher our praise if done in humility.

	Opening Praise: 

 Praise the Lord.  Praise, O servants of the Lord, Praise the name of the Lord. 

Let the name of the Lord be praised, both now and forevermore. 

From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, 
the name of the Lord is to be praised. Psalm 113:1-3

Our Prayer: 

Oh GOD, that my soul would increase in extolling your name. Amen! 

Luke 1:64


 Read fictional account:  Increase in Exultation

I live in the small town of Nazareth.  There are around 1800 people, so I know everyone that lives in my town if not personally at least by sight. My family just accepted my engagement to a young man named Joseph. The whole town talks of our upcoming marriage. I have known Joseph my whole life—all fourteen years of it. I cannot imagine my life without Joseph near by.

As I set about my morning chores, I pondered my life with Joseph when unexpectedly I felt heat on my back as a bright light glowed around my silhouette.  An odd feeling coursed through me, I slowly lifted my chin and looked over my right shoulder to see an angel.  He looked just like a man, but a light emanated from him.  His eyes glowed with urgency.  I felt as if they were piercing into my soul and that he knew so much more than I could ever know.

He frightened me!  I was not expecting anyone so near and yet there he was glowing and speaking to me.  The sight of him overpowered my ability to move.  The vision disturbed my whole body as it began to tremble internally with the unexpected sight.  The sound of his voice resonated with depth yet it had a melodic undertone. He greeted me with such untraditional conventions. If I were not so frightened, I might actually have been amused by his words.  As a young maiden, I am not accustomed to being greeted by men and especially not with such words. He spoke with authority, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”

In just a few seconds, a thousand thoughts passed through my mind as to what he could mean.  “Highly favored?”  He did not give me much time to contemplate his words before he actually began to comfort me.  It was as if he knew of the fear coursing through my body.  I know he could see it for I shook visibly.  My knees began to weaken as I tried to lock them backwards so I would not fall over.  

Then the words that poured through his mouth caused me to become breathless.  “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with GOD.  You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.”  

 

Doctor Luke tells us in Luke 1:3 that he has investigated everything from the beginning… so that Theophilus may know the certainty of the things he has been taught. This dear physician felt it necessary to begin his writing with two separate accounts of angel sightings, proclamation of miraculous births, questioning of the divine and prophecy of over the little tike’s life.  I can’t help but wonder… How did this “orderly” account impact Theophilus?  Some commentators believe that Theophilus represents any group of people that loves GOD because the name Theophilus means “lover of GOD.”
  Lover of GOD… as we journey through Mary’s story and sing her song with her may we know with certainty the things we have been taught!  Amen!

Read Luke 1:26-32 and make a list of words that describe Mary.  Please consider both the written words and/or implied.

Once again, we find ourselves journeying into the life of one established in a godly heritage.  An established godly heritage paves the path for spiritual opportunity, but it does not always guarantee the outcome.  Last week, we examined the value of affirming GOD.  For a moment take notice of how GOD affirms His children.  Read Luke 1:13 and Luke 1:28 and write out how GOD uses the angel Gabriel to communicate His intimacy to Zechariah and Mary.

Do you observe similar promises of GOD in Jeremiah 1:8?
How does Mary respond to the angel Gabriel’s greeting?

Can you imagine?  A young maiden… maybe as young as 12 or as old as 14 faithfully completing her daily chores finding herself greeted by an angel when most men will not even acknowledge her presence.  Have you ever had a conversation with someone and been so agitated that you could feel your spine quiver?  Most likely Mary’s pre-teen spine began to quiver with the knowledge that this greeting was not your typical daily affair.  She is about to receive a divine call.  No wonder GOD sent a heavenly telegram spoken through Gabriel, “The LORD is with you.”

What do you think it means to be “called” by GOD?   

What is Mary’s divine call according to Luke 1:31?
We discussed the fact in previous lessons that our praise is set apart to minister to GOD.  A call… divine appointment… or as in the case of Queen Esther “for such a time as this…” will cause a radical change in a person’s life too.  We discovered how praise births inner change.  Well, a call upon your life will warrant outward change as well.   

Make a short list in the column of how Mary’s divine appointment to be the mother of the Messiah will change her life.

Did Mary choose this call?

No one questions that the call to salvation radically changes a person’s life. Beyond salvation each of us are called to serve GOD in a special way.  Have you found your calling?  Ask the Lord to reveal to you your calling in making His name renown.  Our calling is the best way to give praise to GOD.  
I love the fact that no calling is greater than another.  I have a friend Karen who feels called to be a mommy and a home-school mom.  Organizing and teaching five children makes her joy complete. I have another friend Lisa that feels called to lead worship in song. She travels all over the USA with the Women of Faith Worship Team singing and praising GOD.  And my friend Marion feels led to teach children about Jesus as a Preschool Minister.  Each, surrender to service to make the Lord’s name renown and each have been radically changed by their call.  Amazingly, if you asked any of them, “Could you walk away?  Will you walk away?”  Their answer would be, “I can’t.”  Why?  Because, they did not choose their calling, GOD gave it to them and as they serve Him it is their sacrifice of praise.
You might be asking, “What does this have to do with praise?”  As we study Mary’s circumstances, her call, and her submission to the will of GOD we will discover her exultation increased.  Our praise will also increase in exultation when we honor GOD by fulfilling our call.

[image: image105.wmf]Mary’s song titled “The Magnificant” shouts her desire to extol GOD’s goodness to a simple maiden.  Her surrender enabled her to pour forth in praise.  We will examine this closer tomorrow.  For now, meditate on this question… “What makes you increase in your exultation of GOD?”

	Closing Praise:
"My heart rejoices in the Lord; in the Lord my horn is lifted high. 

My mouth boasts over my enemies, for I delight in your deliverance. 

1 Samuel 2:1

My soul will boast in the Lord; let the afflicted hear and rejoice.

Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together. 

Psalm 34:2-3


Increase in Exultation

	[image: image106.wmf]
	Day Two

Receiving Divine Favor



	Opening Praise: 
Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.

Luke 12:32

Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.

Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits— Psalm 103:1-2
Our Prayer: 

 Father, It is amazing that You are pleased to give us Your Kingdom!  It is amazing that You love us so much that You give us Your Son!  Thank YOU for Your Divine favor upon us.  It pleases us to receive Your gift.  In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!


As he proclaimed prophecy over me, I realized he spoke of the Messiah--The Chosen One.  Every maiden I knew dreamed of becoming the chosen mother of the Messiah.  I even remember hearing some girls teasing each other that they would never be chosen.  It is a thought to be pondered deep within the heart, but not to be spoken of so lightly or at least that was how I felt.  

He continued speaking, “The Lord GOD will give him the throne of his father David and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”   Everything he said I knew as truth because my family shared the oral traditions of our Fathers daily, but one thing I had always wondered and thought over…  “How would a virgin become pregnant?”  I did not doubt that it could happen.  I just wondered, “How?”  So I asked the angel, “How will this be since I am a virgin?”

 

GOD is with you!  We have now examined two examples of GOD telling His children that He is with them— Mary and Zechariah.  You might say, “But their call was great.  I am just me.”  My answer and GOD’s answer is “Not so!”  As a believer in Christ, you have the Lord with you always.  He will never leave you nor forsake you! (Hebrews 13:5) It does not matter the call, the circumstances, or who you are, GOD shows no favorites.

Fear not!  Sometimes that is easier said than done!  Right?!  What are you afraid of?  What surprise that most scares you do you not want to endure?  A call in the night?  A loss of a child?  A disease… death… financial ruin… your testimony slandered… your character questioned?  All of us have something that strikes a chord of fear within us.  On this day for Mary, it was a surprise messenger!  Isn’t it interesting how GOD’s messengers always begin with …”Fear not! Or Do not be afraid!”  Today, we will learn the reason of why we do not need to be afraid.  This lesson is the answer to all fears and it is the lesson that births all celestial praise.  Let’s join in the holy conversation held between Mary and Gabriel that day long ago!
Please take a moment and say a prayer asking GOD to speak to you with a fresh truth from a familiar story.  Now read Luke 1:29-33 provided below.
But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with GOD. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord GOD will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." 

Reflect upon the angel’s words describing Jesus.  What most impacts your heart as you reflect upon his message to Mary?

In the scroll below, pretend that you are creating a birth announcement for Jesus based on the angels words to Mary.  What would you say?  Have fun with this and be as creative as you like.  Feel free to decorate it too!

[image: image107.wmf]
I wish I could see what you wrote!  I love doing this kind of lesson.  Now I want you to back up to the verse and underline every “will” stated by the angel Gabriel.  We learn six important things about Mary’s Son.  Write a list below using only two words to sum up what you learn about Him for each “will” you underlined.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
Right here in these five short verses, we learn about the One we are called to praise!  As I read through these verses over and over, I am impacted by the Divine!  Holy! Holy! Holy!  Not just great but supremely, so “other” great, that there is none that will ever compare.  Take a moment and reflect with me about the timing of this message.  Just last night a dear sister, Carrie, emailed me and asked a light question… “What of the 400 years between the Testaments? What was happening?”  My response was simple… Four hundred years of SILENCE!  GOD did not interact or speak through any prophets!  Can you imagine?  What a horrible time to live!  Just waiting and hoping and living in sin for most, yet for a small remnant hunger and thirst beyond compare!  Don’t you realize that Mary must have been very hungry and thirsty for the Messiah for the Father to choose her!  I read through a few commentaries about this period of time and it was plagued with violence, uprising, de-thronings, poisonings, and a lot of death.  I can almost hear the earth gasp with breath for the first time as the angel begins to proclaim Immanuel’s anticipated announcement!  
Here are some examples of the Divine pouring out living water and manna from heaven not just to a maiden girl, but to a nation called Israel and to a people that will soon know the pleasure of being called by His Name.  Read the scripture again and the supporting scriptures referenced.  With each one jot down how this verse can change your life simply because you know it.
But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, 
Divine Comfort: Other scriptures supporting GOD’s concern for his children are found in Jeremiah 1:8 and Luke 12:32.
Mary, you have found favor with GOD.
Divine Favor: In Genesis 30:6, Rachel also found favor as GOD heard her prayer and gave her a son.
You will be with child and give birth to a son, and 

Divine Birth:  Prophesied in Isaiah 7:14.
you are to give him the name Jesus.  

Divine Name:  Confirmed to Joseph in Matthew 1:21.
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
Divine Lineage:  Most commentators say this is restating Isaiah 9:6.
The Lord GOD will give him the throne of his father David, 

Divine Destiny:  Nathan reported this prophesy to David in 2 Samuel 7:16.
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever;

Divine Reign: Psalm 89:36-37 prophesies that His Kingdom will be like a faithful witness.

his kingdom will never end." 

Divine Kingdom: Daniel 7:14 prophesies that it will never pass away or be destroyed.
I hope you did not skim those!  Please take the time to read the verses and see how much the Most High loves you!  There is one more aspect we need to uncover in this birth announcement.  Did you notice that there were two gifts given?  Go back up to the original verse and underline the two statements provided about a gift.  The key word to look for will be “give.”  Now write down below the two gifts that are to be given and by whom they are given.

The mother and Father both give a gift.  Mind you the FATHER tells the mother what her gift is to be—a Name!  We might think these are for the child, but let’s focus in on how they are really our gifts!
[image: image108.wmf]How does the name Immanuel—GOD with us—impact your desire to praise Him?  

[image: image109.wmf]Do you find comfort in this name?  Consider how this birth announcement providing us with His Name gives us something to cling to and proclaim as we praise Him!

[image: image110.wmf]What of the gift from the Father— a kingdom that will reign and never be destroyed?  How might His gift provided in the birth announcement impact your heart, as you spend time in worship?  

[image: image111.wmf]Does it make you feel strong?  Why?  Does it provide security?  
For the closing of our lesson today, on the Anointed One—The Messiah, announced by an angel received by a maiden, I challenge you to go out and share one of these truths with someone today as they talk to you about their life.  So, if they call up and talk of cooking and taxing kids, consider how you might turn the conversation to talk of GOD’s Divine favor in giving us His Son!  Pretend for a moment in your heart that you are living in a time when four hundred years of silence from GOD has just been broken.  Would what you say be different?
	Closing Praise:

  Then my soul will rejoice in the Lord

and delight in his salvation.

 Psalm 35:9


Increase in Exultation
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	Day Three

Reaping Provision




	Opening Praise: 
I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my GOD.
For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and 
arrayed me in a robe of righteousness,

as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest; 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. Isaiah 61:10
Our Prayer: 

 Father, You alone are the Great Provider!  You are the One that covers us with the robe of righteousness that allows us to dress in the garment of praise! 
 We submit to You! In Jesus’ Name,  AMEN!


Not once as the angel spoke to me did I see him change his facial expression, but with the question, “How will this be since I am a virgin?” I think I saw a smile shine in his eyes.  It fleeted across his face so quickly that I do not know if I imagined it or if it was real, but the simplicity of his answer made complete sense of a question that need not be asked when one was talking of the will of GOD.  

He said, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  The holy one to be born will be called the Son of GOD.”  I realized how complicated I had thought it would be for a virgin to give birth.  The realization that I would stand in the shadow of GOD and as the one chosen struck me and I fell to my knees.  

I felt the hair on my head come alive with nerve impulses.  I felt on fire.   My face began to flush and my eyes welled with tears as I stood in awe of GOD and his measure of mercy upon me, a young maiden.  
Just when I began to think of Joseph and our engagement, the angel spoke again.

“Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month.  For nothing is impossible with GOD.”

O’, the delight that filled my heart as I thought of Elizabeth with a child already six months growing in her womb.  The goodness of the LORD overwhelmed me.  I looked up at the angel to give him my answer. “I am the Lord’s servant.  May it be to me as you have said.” And then the angel left me.  I closed my eyes and let my face fall onto the floor and I wept before GOD, for the emotion and tension welling up inside me overtook me.

 


Beloved, not only is GOD with you, but as you choose to walk with GOD in obedience, He will grace you with a special honor!  In 1 Samuel 2:30, it says GOD honors those who honor Him.  Today, we will discover that those who are willing to submit to GOD will reap provision from GOD.  Open your Bible to Psalm 91, begin your day by reading through GOD’s covering upon His children.  If time permits read it twice. Mark specific truths that you long to know in the deepest recesses of your soul.  Choose three to praise GOD for right now.  Write your praise below.
Once you have begun with the Psalm of GOD’s covering, read today’s scripture and underline the word’s the angel Gabriel speaks to Mary that speak similar truth to her about GOD’s covering.  Read Luke 1:34-38.
Aside from the fact that Mary needs to know how the birth will be made possible, can you think of other reasons Mary needs to grasp that GOD will overshadow her?

Realize that the Psalm you read at the beginning of this lesson would have been a part of the oral teaching Mary would have listened to in her home.  I can’t help, but wonder if Mary might have said things in prayer like this…,   LORD, I love you!  In David’s Psalm we are told you will rescue and protect the one who acknowledges Your Name.  I do!  I acknowledge You!
We studied with King David that acknowledging the Name of GOD demonstrates submission.  Honestly, the word submission has a bad rap in our society! I recently heard the reason so many women join the WICCA (witch occult) organization is because they do not have to submit to a higher power.  They are allowed to create their own reality.  Our young girls are flocking to something that leads to death because we have misused and abused this term.  How did we mess up such a wonderful gift?  O GOD, forgive us!  As I mature in Christ, I am discovering more and more that it is in my submission that I will reap His provision.  Just as in our call, submission also causes radical change!  We can receive a call but not respond.  Submission is the proof of a willing heart to respond to the Father.  I think part of the other reason so many flock to the occults center upon the fact that as believers, we do not know how to show our wounded how to submit to the Father so they can reap the provision He longs to pour on them.  We try to doctor the wounds instead of showing them how to release the wounds.  Submission not only provides the release to set captives free, but it is also what enables us to dress in the garment of praise!  
[image: image113.wmf]Why do you feel so many are afraid of the word “submission?”

We are going to take the time to look at five different people that represent actual people groups in the Bible that surrendered all to the Father—they submitted. You might need to glance over the chapter, for each verse provides greater insight into the context of the situation.
Please read 1 Samuel 1:18.  This passage should be very familiar to you since we studied Hannah already.  In order to help you understand what I am looking for, I will demonstrate with Hannah.  This particular people group could be labeled barren women, desperate, hurting, harassed, etc.  The way I see that Hannah demonstrated submission or humility was expressed through the fact that she lowered her eyes.  As we learned from her in our study, submission gives release. She had been so distraught she could not eat, but once she poured out to GOD, He enabled her to let go and eat again.  
Now you try.  Read 1 Samuel 25:41.

Who is the focus in this passage?

What did she do that makes you realize she was willing to submit?

What people group might you say she could represent?  Please feel free to give as many as possible.

There are few possible people groups that I could think of for Nabal’s wife: difficult marriage, abusive marriage and once she bowed to David—widows.  Through Abigail we observe how submission can bring life and provision.   The real challenge with her lesson centers upon how Abigail honored others even when her spouse did not.  This is not always easy!  But she did it anyhow.   If she had not rushed to submit to her husband’s enemy she would have been among the dead that day!   Also, I love how GOD honored her with a new husband.  Widows were in a dangerous predicament because they had no one to support them. They had to rely upon others generosity for provision.   
Read 2 Samuel 9:1-13. Focus on verse 6.
Who is the focus in this passage?

What did he do that makes you realize he was willing to submit?

What people group might you say he could represent?  

GOD is so fun in that just this morning in my daily Bible reading of The Daily Message by Eugene R. Peterson, I read about David making the oath to Saul that he would never harm Saul’s family.  Poor Mephib!  Talk about a difficult place to be a dead king’s handicapped grandson.  Truly an easy target for many to humiliate or eliminate, yet GOD in His divine providence choose a king that honor’s his word and we discover that in Mephib’s submission he receives restoration.  He was given life and honor at the king’s table, as if his dad still lived with honor.  WOW!  Do you think David would have been so willing to have him at his own table if the man exhibited a haughty attitude?
Read 2 Samuel 9:1-13.  Focus on verse 11.
Who is the focus in this passage?

What did he do that make you realize he was willing to submit?

What people group might you say he could represent?  

What a great servant!  It makes me think of a song from Beauty and the Beast that says a line something like this…  “What’s a servant if a servant’s not serving?”  Ziba provides us a profound example that submission enables one to continue in service.  Each of us must continue submitting, so we can continue serving.  
Read 2 Kings 4:2.  You might want to read to verse 7.
Who is the focus in this passage?  I realize you might want to say the widow, but I want you to focus on the other guy in this passage!  Who is it?
What did he do that makes you realize he was willing to submit?

What people group might you say he could represent?  

The Prophet Elisha demonstrated for us the beauty of a teacher of GOD—an anointed vessel, pausing and listening to a social outcast—a widow in need.  He didn’t just listen to her, he asked, ‘How can I help you?”  Consider this thought, when we submit to those in need around us and serve them, we are submitting to GOD and serving Him.  Amazingly, this kind of submission enables us to bless others and through this service we are allowed to watch the radical provision of the Father.  The joy is submission allows you to provide for another.  The blessing of another will cause praise to increase!  Don’t believe me?  Try it and see!  
I wrote a short testimony of how GOD provided above and beyond during my recovery after surgery.  I sent it out to a select group of friends.  After a few hours, I received an email from someone telling me that she shared it with a co-worker, as they pondered over what I wrote both of them came to the conclusion that they needed to read their Bible more!  Now, I do not know how Bible reading came out of people bringing me meals, but two people took the testimony of others service and it increased in them a desire for GOD’s word.  Serving others inspires others. My heart sang delightful praise as I giggled with GOD over that one!
Did you realize when you were observing each of these that they would be considered the outcasts of society?  Rejected, barren, bereaved, abused, handicapped, and servant are just a few of the labels our society might throw upon them.  Even Elisha had to deal with the fact that he was politically incorrect!  There is always going to be hurting people and hurting people groups.  The key is when it is us, will we surrender to self-righteousness that demands our own moral code or will we surrender to the Father and allow Him to bring provisions?  

[image: image114.wmf]How has submission to the Father impacted your praise life?  
Consider the blessing bestowed upon them for their submission to the LORD.  The covering of the LORD is evident in each circumstance.  GOD will do no less for His children today.  Now that is something worthy of praising GOD about! AMEN!  
Take a moment to truly reflect upon Mary’s words to the angel. "I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said."  This time visualize yourself standing before the angel of the LORD as you reflect upon something GOD has asked you to do.  Are you willing to say these words?  Be honest with GOD, HE knows your heart.  If you cannot, then ask Him to slay whatever hinders you from walking in obedience to His command.  If you feel that you are honestly able then sit back and wait upon the LORD.  You are about to enjoy the power of the Most High as He overshadows you in this circumstance!

	Closing Praise:
 Therefore in the east give glory to the Lord; exalt the name of the Lord,

the GOD of Israel,in the islands of the sea. From the ends of the earth we hear singing:

"Glory to the Righteous One." Isaiah 24:15-16


Increase in Exultation
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	Day Four

Embracing the Impossible




	Opening Praise: 

And let the loveliness of our Lord, our GOD, rest on us, confirming the work that we do. Oh, yes. Affirm the work that we do! Psalm 90:17

Our Prayer: 

 O Father, You are the Great Affirmation!  You confirm the work we do through other servants, your word, and songs.  We pause to Praise YOU in Your loveliness that You affirm Your children when You give us an assignment.  Thank You!  Help us to see Your affirmations clearly and to praise You for them daily.  In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!


 
 As I lay on the floor I thought, You need to get up off of the floor and leave immediately to see Elizabeth.  And so I did. I moved with such haste.  I packed up a few clothes and left for the hill country of Judea where Zechariah and Elizabeth lived about a hundred miles away.  At first, the journey did not seem long for my feet were swift and my thoughts were filled with the words of the angel and all the oral truths my father had taught me.  However, I then began to ponder telling Joseph and this caused me great concern.  How can I explain to him that an angel appeared to me, Mary?  As I thought about it, the more I realized how odd my words will sound to another, especially the man that I am engaged to.  I pushed the thoughts aside because the angel told me nothing was impossible with GOD.  I knew with confidence that GOD would pave the way for me.  

In order to keep my mind from pondering things I should not I practiced reciting Psalms from King David and my heart filled with the Glory of the LORD and my mind freely praised my GOD.

The sight of Elizabeth’s house brought joy to my heart.  It had been a very long journey filled with so many emotions.  I entered their home and greeted her. I saw how the beauty of pregnancy smoothed out the lines of age upon her face.  Her cheeks flushed with excitement as she stared at me. Before she greeted me, she grasped her abdomen with both hands as if the baby kicked her and then her voice poured out so loudly that anyone in walking distance could hear.  “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you bear!”  She knew!  Somehow, I knew she would know.  The angel gave me her name, so I could run to her to share the precious news my Lord bestowed upon me.  Her words were the oil of gladness my parched soul so greatly needed to hear.  I drank them in and allowed them to nourish my soul.  O’, Lord, thank you for giving me this gift of confirmation through a human I know and trust.  

Her words spilled fast from her lips.  “But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”  If she only knew I am the one favored by her proclamation that confirmed what I thought I saw and heard.  


Read Luke 1:37.  What makes this statement, “Nothing is impossible with GOD,” so powerful?

Imagine the thoughts of a young, engaged maiden and how she would have to grasp hold of that truth with her whole life.  She has just been told, “You will be overshadowed by the Holy Spirit and will bear His child.”  Her life flipped upside down and there is nothing or no one she will be able to cling to except GOD.  “For nothing is impossible with GOD.”  Say that statement out loud.  He alone will enable her to bear the shame, pain, anguish, heartache, humiliation, embarrassment, harassment, and shock of carrying a child while still a virgin and unwed!!!  Do you grasp how this one truth was her life line?  It makes me think of a favored television show here in America that gives the contestants a “life line.”  Don’t know the answer?  You have one life line you can use!  Who you gonna call?
[image: image116.wmf]In what aspect of your life do you need to believe that NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD?

The most amazing way GOD shows us that nothing is impossible with Him is often found in other servants of GOD.  Read Luke 1:39-45.  How does Elizabeth affirm to Mary that she already knows that Mary is with child—not just any child, but the Christ child?
How do you think this affirmation made Mary feel?

Ponder this for a moment!  GOD often uses His children to affirm and renew a call.

This verse is such a blessing to me, especially as I ponder my call to teach.  Countless times the good LORD has seen it fit to send me someone to affirm my call to teach.  Mary was in such a ponderous position.  I think this is why she held things dear in her heart about Jesus.  The impact or “magnitude” of what GOD has entrusted to her is not easily spoken to someone.  Imagine her joy in walking into Elizabeth’s home only to have her affirm her as the mother of the Messiah, most probably when she felt unsure, insecure, and very scared of what tomorrow would hold for her.  Elizabeth’s confirmation brought about Mary’s exultation.  Words of affirmation are such a profound catalyst to inspire an individual to serve in circumstances that seem impossible and they encourage one to take hold of the truth that “Nothing is impossible with GOD.”  

[image: image117.wmf]Can you give an example of a time in your life when GOD used another to affirm you in something you were pondering over spiritually?  How did it impact you when this person affirmed what you felt GOD was already revealing to you?
[image: image118.wmf]Who does GOD want you to affirm today?  

My sweet journeyman, there is a reality in the spoken word.  It gives the freedom to praise. The reality of Elizabeth speaking the truth that Mary knew in her heart is what enabled Mary to begin singing her song!  Moreover, speaking of what is in your heart is a way to find tremendous release.  Dr. Caroline Leaf states that researchers have proven that our brain releases chemicals that travel through-out our bodies that bring about healing when we train our thoughts to be captive before Christ or speak scripture over life circumstances.  The flip side affects us, as well, negative chemicals release when we ponder fear based thoughts.  She says, it is the difference between a faith based emotion or a fear based emotion releasing the chemical stimulus to our body.
  It sure makes you wonder what kind of healing took place in our young maiden that day!   

Have you ever read the Word and not really caught the truth, but then an opportunity arises for you to discuss it with someone and all of a sudden it is crystal clear?  The spoken word is powerful and it gives freedom.  A fun example of this can be seen in the first time you heard your loved one say, “I love you.”  Do you remember the exultation that coursed through your heart, soul, and body?  All of a sudden you felt like you could walk on clouds.  

This truth is so practical to me as well.  If I find myself pondering something or in a discussion with someone, I will stop and pray out loud to GOD about what I am thinking just as if I am talking to my best friend (since I am).  All of the sudden, it is no longer a big issue for me.  I can feel the peace and release expressed in “Be still and I will be exalted,” Psalm 46:10.  If I am to have a chemical release in my body I definitely want it to be covered by the Shadow of the Almighty!  Don’t you?!
[image: image119.wmf]Twice in today’s lesson, the word “affirm” has come up.  How do you think GOD feels about affirmation?   How does that impact your praise life?  Your relationships?  

[image: image120.wmf] It might be quite easy for us to turn the phrase “for nothing is impossible with GOD” into a cliché.  How can we guard ourselves against this?
I firmly believe GOD will affirm in many ways when He has given us an assignment.  I see HIM everywhere and everyday!  I hope you do too!  Let’s make a pact right now… from this day forward until the day we die, let’s not let a single day pass where we do not seek to see the LORD’s affirmations in our lives and to daily give Him praise for HIS affirmations!  Start now by thanking Him for the affirmations you have already seen today!  If you have not seen any, ask Him to make you keenly aware of His ever present help in your time of need. 
	Closing Praise:
But thanks be to GOD, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ 

and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him. 
2 Corinthians 2:14


Increase in Exultation
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	Day Five

Remembering His Wonders




	Opening Praise: 

He has caused his wonders to be remembered; 
     the LORD is gracious and compassionate. Psalm 111:4

Our Prayer: 

 Father, Your wonders are worthy of remembering.  Sometimes I forget to give You honor for all You are and have been! Forgive me!  Forgive me for spending more time in seeking who You will be for me than praising You for Your wonders.  You are gracious and compassionate! 

I praise You! In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!


“Mary when I greeted you, my baby leapt for joy in my womb.”  

This explained why she grasped her abdomen so quickly.  Her little one somersaulted within her with excitement.  The vision of his delight intensified my awe of GOD and made me feel as if I might burst if I did not praise Him.

“Mary you are blessed! Because you believed the Lord can accomplish what He said.”  Truly nothing is impossible with GOD. 

O’, my soul and all that is within me, I sing praise to my King.  I magnify His name and proclaim His mighty strength and power.  I praise Him for being mindful of me, a simple maiden.  I extol His mercy extending to all generations.  O’ I am blessed!  Humbly, I receive the truth that I will be remembered by all generations as the one blessed with the Christ child.  O’, my soul magnifies the Lord!  Praise Him, for His strong arm in showing favor to Israel.  I stand in awe that GOD chose me for an eternal purpose.  I lift up my joy to Heaven in a song.  Praise to the One that fills the hungry with good things.  Praise His Name!

 Spent… I wondered at the beauty of it all.

Some guests come to your house by invitation; others show up unexpectedly. Some visitations leave a permanent imprint on your mind.  For me I found that in my submission, I obtained my provision and I reaped a blessing far too grand to go untold! 

 

Finally, our young maiden sings!  She doesn’t just sing. She belts out in confidence what she knows about the Father.  Mary’s song is powerful and deserves a ready heart to receive the truths embedded in it.   Make sure you are prayed up before today’s treasures unfold before you!  Please read Luke 1:46-56 provided below.  If possible open up your current Bible translation so you can see how the Amplified Bible expounds upon both the word meaning and context in order to translate from one language to another more accurately.  
46And Mary said, My soul magnifies and extols the Lord 
47And my spirit rejoices in GOD my Savior,
48For He has looked upon the low station and humiliation of His handmaiden. For behold, 
from now on all generations [of all ages] will call me blessed and declare me happy and to be envied!

49For He Who is almighty has done great things for me--and holy is His name [to be venerated in His purity, majesty and glory]!

50And His mercy (His compassion and kindness toward the miserable and afflicted) is on those who fear Him with GODly reverence, from generation to generation and age to age. 
51He has shown strength and made might with His arm; He has scattered the proud and haughty in and by the imagination and purpose and designs of their hearts.

52He has put down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of low degree.
     53He has filled and satisfied the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent away empty-handed [without a gift].

54He has laid hold on His servant Israel [to help him, to espouse his cause], in remembrance of His mercy,

55Even as He promised to our forefathers, to Abraham and to his descendants forever. 
56And Mary remained with her [Elizabeth] for about three months and [then] returned to her [own] home.

Building upon what we have already learned about the importance of remembrance place brackets in the margin marking off Mary’s remembrance of GOD, His qualities and how He has worked among His children.  
Mary gets the importance of remembrance doesn’t she!  Now scan through the verses again and mark any verse that conveys or implies Mary making a request of GOD.  

What do you think of that?  Not one single request is made in her song to GOD!  Since, she is not asking GOD for anything, we need to pause and see how she praises Him, so we too can incorporate this type of passionate pouring out in our praise time.  Remember, one of the best ways to make a truth pop out at us is for us to look for repeated words.  Do you see any words that are repeated often?  Write them below.

What did you observe from the repeated words?
Mary’s life must have been steeped in a deep abiding knowledge of the Father.  One of the things, I love about youth is their passion.  Join a group of teens and listen to their conversations and you will hear passion revealed through their laughter, likes, dislikes and even in how their mannerisms are expressed.  Mary’s is no different.  
[image: image122.wmf]As you listen to her song, what does it inspire in you?  Are you able to join her in her song?
Do you have anyone in your life that seems this passionate?  Do you ever wonder what drives them?  How do they get it? Where does it come from?  One thing I know for certain.  We can’t sing with such unbridled release without first pouring into ourselves the knowledge and understanding of what we will sing about.  I recently dialogued with a youth in my life about some songs he has written.  His songs are about issues teens deal with mentally, emotionally, and socially.  Quite honestly the lyrics were too hard for me to take.  They were too real for me.  Listening to his description of the enticement to drugs, anorexia, and the fall into depression made my heart break.  But for this youth, they spoke from his heart with a passion about what he knew.  I felt his passion because he is steeped in what his songs talked about.  
Sweet one, when we observe someone that knows how to pour out like Mary about GOD, please realize that it comes from a time spent getting to know GOD.  This can only be done through reflection and meditation.  Consider the following statement about Mary found in Luke 2:19.  
What did Mary do with all that was happening to her?  Can we safely say she meditated on what she learned about GOD?
We need to meditate about GOD, who HE is and what He has done.  We should never stop!  If we have come to the place where we have ceased to wonder then we need to ask for a fresh fire to burn so that we stand in awe of GOD.  
Take a moment to read Psalm 111 and write below the verse(s) that supports the thought that we should ponder the works of GOD.  
As you read Psalm 111, do you see any similarities to Mary’s song?

Through Mary’s song we encounter a Supreme Deliverer that is mindful of His child, so much so, that He blesses with holy power and strength, as He comes along to fill her and satisfy her with His mercy.  WOW!  It makes me want to sing!  How about you?   Let’s practice meditating on the works of GOD.  Read through Mary’s song again provided below, but this time answer the questions as you meditate on GOD’s works.  Please write your name in the first two blanks.
________________’s Song
And ____________________________ said:

"My soul glorifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in GOD my Savior, 48 for he has …

How has GOD been mindful of you?  Praise Him for His mindfulness of you.

From now on all generations will call me blessed, 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me-- holy is his name.   

What has He done for you?  Praise Him for the blessings He has bestowed upon you.

50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. 
How has His mercy extended to you?  Praise Him.

51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
How has the Father performed mighty deeds for you?  Praise Him.

52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 
Can you think of a time when the Father has dethroned you?  Praise Him for dethroning you.  Yes, we need to praise Him for that too!
Can you think of a time when the Father has lifted you up?  Praise Him for the lifting!

53 He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. 
In what ways has the Father filled you when you were hungry?  Give Him honor by recognizing that your soul satisfaction comes from Him alone.

54 He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful 55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, even as he said to our fathers." NIV

This is the reason we take time to remember the Father, He remembers to be merciful to us.  Praise Him for the times He has been your servant—helpful to you as He remembers mercy when you deserved otherwise.  
Now read through what you wrote.  You just wrote a praise song to the Father magnifying His Name.  It feels good doesn’t it?  
O My soul magnifies the LORD! I praise His Holy Name!  You are the Great GOD and King!  We bow down and worship You now!  You fill us with inexpressible and glorious joy!  Sing praise!  We join Mary in remembering Your wonders!  Selah!
	Closing Praise:

Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now,

 you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy! 1 Peter 1:8


Humility Magnified
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	Day One

Preparation Seeds Heart Praise


	Opening Praise: 

Who is like the Lord our GOD, the One who sits enthroned on high, 

who stoops down to look, on the heavens and the earth?  Psalm 113:5-6

Our Prayer: 

“Not to us Oh, LORD, not to us, but to Your Name be the glory 
because of your love and faithfulness.” Psalm 115:1


 Jesus sings hymns with the disciples before He is crucified.

This is the story before He sings.

“Peter and John, go and prepare the Passover meal for us.”  

The streets of Jerusalem, quickly filling with people coming to celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread, buzzed with anticipation.  This eight-day celebration starting with Passover is about to begin.  I love this time of remembrance.  There is something about the retelling of GOD passing over our people and killing the first born sons of Egypt that births a sense of heritage within me.  Seven whole days filled with reflection upon the Most High and the plight of our people.  I wonder what it was like to be in such a hurry that there was no time to prepare bread with yeast.  Did they savor unleavened bread then like we do now in remembrance? Or did the burden of carrying the unleavened bread over their shoulders tamper their appreciation for it?  I glance over at the Master as he watched me in my musings, “Where do you want us to prepare the Passover meal? 

“Go find a man carrying a water jar and follow him to the house he enters.”
And so we left.  How does one find a man carrying a water jar in a sea of men? Well, at least the fact that it is a man will make him stand out. Odd that a man will carry water! The Master said to find him, so we looked.  Darting my eyes this way and that I saw the crowd, but no man distinctly. I don’t know which of us spotted him first, but we simultaneously grabbed the other’s arm and immediately we fell into step behind him.  His back hunched over as he bore the weight of the water jar upon his right shoulder.   Jesus told us to follow him to the house he enters. We took him literally and as we entered the door, we both began to squint for the light of day dimmed.  A man approached us with curiosity upon his brow.  I imagined him wondering, Who are these strangers entering my home?  In one voice, we said, “The Teacher asks: Where is the guestroom, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?”  The man lowered his head and eyes, bowing in acknowledgement motioned for us to follow him up the stairs at the side of the house.  He showed us a large expansive room housing a table with pillows surrounding it.  The room is completely furnished with everything that we need. “Perfect! This is perfect for our Passover meal with the Teacher!”  He bowed and left us.  John and I immediately began the preparations for the meal.  
“John, I think we must go first to get the herbs.”  Our conversation remained light as we absorbed all the commotion within the city in preparation for the Feast.  Excitement filled the air.  Merchants selling all kinds of various goods for the Passover meal bathed the street with their wares.  Sun-leathered hands slowed our stride as they offered handfuls of bitter herbs, fruit, vinegar, wine and nuts.  The aromas enticed our senses as the chatter of merchants compelled us to notice their commodities.  John nudged me to look to the left at a small herd of sheep crowded near their shepherd.  John knelt beside a lamb with a coat as white as snow and full as clouds.  Now the “bleeting” of the sheep added to the city orchestra in anticipation of the Feast, as we set off through town.  My mind swarmed with memories of Jerusalem at this time. The Feast had to be held in Jerusalem and I had been here every year of my life to celebrate with my people.  The sights and sounds filled me with the promise and fulfillment of long ago that GOD set us free.  The excitement in John’s eyes sparkled too.  It feels good to be alive and well!  Both of us are looking forward to an intimate evening with the Master and the rest of the disciples with great anticipation.

I elbowed John and said, “I think we have it all.  Don’t you?  Let’s head back to the house to clean out all of the leavened bread.  You know John, as a kid, I always thought of the cleaning of the house of leavened bread like a hunt.  My mother meticulously kept the house free of leaven for eight whole days.”  “Mine too! I always loved this time because of all the preparation, commotion and how the whole family gathered to listen to the retelling of the Passover.”  “Yeah!  It is good stuff!”  We walked up the stairs to our upper room and began our search of hidden “rising” dough.  Finally, we gathered the leavened bread up and John took it outside to burn.  

You know how in the movies the characters will walk through a scene while background music heightens your emotions and understanding of the scene? As I pray through this particular section of our study, I envision a movie scene with the background music playing the timbrels, lyres, cymbals, trumpets and even ram’s horns as the words to the Great Hallel Songs are sung. I can literally see the disciples walking through the Last Supper as the music leads to a crescendo of the ultimate deception found in a kiss and climax with the death on the cross. 
Read Matthew 26:30.  What does it state?

This particular lesson is different than all the others we have studied so far in this study because it is the only one that states that a hymn was sung, but we are not told the exact words praised.  Do you wonder what song poured out of the lips of our Savior as He prepared to be crucified?  What did He sing before the final kiss of betrayal from Judas?   

Most commentators believe that Jesus would have sung Psalms 113-118.  These were known as the Great Hallel.   While other commentators prefer to say Jesus might have sung Psalm 136.  These Psalms are called “Hallels”.   Part of the tradition of Passover encompassed singing these Psalms.  Psalms 113-118 were chanted in the temple while the Passover lambs were slain.  They were also used for other festivals as well.  If Jesus sang Psalm 136, he would have quoted the psalm word for word and the people would either repeat them back or respond with Hallelujahs.  If these were the Psalms sung by Jesus, consider the fact that He knew that He was the Passover Lamb to be slain.  What must have His heart felt like?

For our purposes, we will take one Psalm each day and weave it into our lesson as if it is the music building in the background behind the scenes as the Greatest Story ever told unfolds before us.  Truly, keep in mind this lesson is the reason we are considered redeemed!

[image: image124.wmf]Do you have a favorite hymn?  Why is it your favorite hymn?  Does it give you comfort or strength?  How?
Read: Matthew 26:17-19.  This is also repeated in Mark 14:12-16 and Luke 22:7-9.  What does Jesus ask the disciples to do?
The disciples ask Jesus a question in Luke 22:9.  What is the question?

Did you notice the focus on preparation?  Why the preparation?  Jesus knew what the night and next day held.  Yet, he remained faithful to the tradition of the fathers and sought preparation.  What do you think He was trying to convey to the disciples through this idea of preparation?

Envision the disciples setting off through the streets in order to honor the Master’s request for preparation.  Consider Jesus tending to the tasks He must accomplish in preparation for the Passover as you read Psalm 113.  This is the first of the Great Hallel songs.  Can you hear this song in the background as they go about their day?  

If you were one of the disciples which verse might you have meditated on or sung in your heart based on Psalm 113?

According to Philip Yancy and Tim Stafford in the Student Bible, Psalm 113-114 would have been sung before the meal and the remaining would have been sung after the meal.  Which verse out of Psalm 113-114 do you think comforted Jesus?  

As you reflect upon these two Psalms, how does remembrance play a role in their preparations? 

Ask the Father how you too can prepare for the feast that He is preparing for you?

Reflection and preparation seeds future comfort and restoration!  When my grandpa was on his death bed and unable to minister to his own needs my Aunt Jane sang hymns to him.  It comforted him.  It comforted her and my grandma.  As she told us when we arrived after his passing, it brought comfort to the rest of the family.  Her praise lifted up and restored our family into a place of remembrance about GOD.  Did Jesus sing these hymns only because it was tradition?  Or did He find the same comfort we find through the soothing words of praise?  He sang to the Father, yet also to Himself.  We are going to discover that these hymns are filled with reminders of GOD’s wonders, mercy, faithfulness and love.  Jesus knew He was about to face the sin of the world by accepting death and defeating it.  I love the reminder that He sang songs about GOD’s wonders and mercy before His horrible trial of pain.  His preparation not only sent the disciples to pick a place, but included a simple sentence to remind us that He sang!  He sang knowing full well the events to unfold!  Truly that is humility magnified!
Take a moment and speak out loud Psalm 113-114. 
	Closing Praise:

Tremble, Earth! You're in the Lord's presence! in the presence of Jacob's GOD.

Psalm 114:7


Humility Magnified
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	Day Two

Heart and Mind Connection




	Opening Praise: 

Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name be the glory, because of your love and faithfulness. Why do the nations say, "Where is their GOD? 
Our Prayer: 

 Father, we long for a heart and mind connection with You!  You gave us a new covenant through Jesus and we want to fully understand what this means so we can praise YOU and give You the Glory due Your name.  You are love and faithfulness. In Jesus’ Name,AMEN!


Connecting the Heart and Mind 
I really enjoy working with John.  He makes the work seem effortless.  Diligently, we made sure that everything was prepared and arranged as the Master asked.  At about sunset the disciples began to filter into the room with Jesus close behind.  We arranged the table so that each man can recline on a pillow with his body facing the table with his feet out and away from the table.  As the men began to recline at the table, Jesus announced, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.  For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the Kingdom of GOD.”  I looked around the table and thought about how we so much enjoyed the fellowship with Jesus.  Each of us in our own way had left everything in order to follow Him.  We had been through a lot together—history of fellowship has a way of making hearts bind together.
After taking the cup, Jesus gave thanks and lifted the cup before us.  Each man’s eyes followed the cup in the air as Jesus announced, “Take this and divide it among you.  For I tell you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of GOD comes.”  He then passed it to His right and each man in turn took his sip from the cup.  As the cup passed around the table, the realization that something relevant was taking place in our midst became evident.  Jesus then took the bread and lifted it up in the air and gave thanks and broke it.  He then passed it on to the right saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  Do this in remembrance of me?  Why did he say that? Then in the same way, he took the cup saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.”  Jesus spoke so seriously that silence fell upon us momentarily.  So how does the cup pour out for us?
Suddenly, the silence broke, “Master, which one of us will be considered the greatest?”  Each man had something to say on that one.  The table filled with discussion and animation.  As some even teased that it could not be another, Jesus’ words silenced all of us all together.  “The Kings of Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors.  But you are not to be like that.  Instead the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves.”  Every expression in the room froze as His words settled into our thoughts.  We had seen Him live it out and knew He meant what He said.

Jesus rose from the table in the middle of the meal and took off His robe. Someone inhaled with surprise as Jesus humbled himself before us by taking off His outer robe.  To our surprise, He took a towel and wrapped it around His waist as a servant might do when they are washing your feet.  As He began to pour water in a basin, I began to realize that the Master intended to wash our feet.  He is the Teacher not the servant and I will not let Him do this for me.  Jesus walked over to me.  Flustered, I said, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
“Peter you will understand why I am doing this later!”  I looked up at Him and said to Him as boldly as I could bolster, “No, you shall never wash my feet!”  Jesus’ eyebrows rose at my comment as a parent does to a child knowing full well they will do as told and said, “Unless, I wash you, you have no part with me.”  I practically tripped as I jumped up to lift up my cloak flipping my sandals off. I lifted my hands up in the air and bowed my head before His waist. “Then Lord, not just my feet, but my hands and head as well.”  A chuckle rolled from His throat as He said, ‘A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean.  And you are clean, though not every one of you is clean.”   He knelt in front of me and began to pluck off the day’s debris.  The warmth of his hands humbled me, as tears rolled down my cheeks in humility, as He tenderly washed my feet.  As if in a dream, I watched Him kneel on the floor before each disciple and wash the feet free of the dirt that had caked onto the toes and heels through their various travels that day.  Jesus did not rush through this ritual. He took His time showing each man the full extent of His love.  Silence filled the room for no man dared speak.  Each one of us stunned by our Teacher washing our feet, and by watching Him wash each foot in the room. Our humility before Him increased.  

As He finished, He slowly rose from the floor and walked over to His robe, took off the towel and put His robe back on and rejoined us at the table and asked, “Do you understand what I have done for you?”  “You call me Teacher and Lord, and rightly so, for that is what I am.  Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.”  I started looking around the room to see how each man responded to what Jesus said.  I know I would do anything for Him--washing feet was nothing compared to what I was willing to do.  I began to focus more on His words. “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.  I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.  Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you obey them.”  Our heads nodded in agreement for we were willing to obey our LORD.



Let’s keep the idea of the movie scene running.  Over today’s scene, imagine a sweet sound echoing this line from Psalm 115.  “Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to Your Name be the glory, because of your love and faithfulness.” Now the hour has come and the disciples are reclining around the table eager for the Passover meal.  We are going to observe that the disciples will ask Jesus questions and Jesus will give answers.  We will discover that we too must understand the answers if we are going to give Him the praise He deserves.  Over the next four days please keep in the forefront of your mind the idea of the disciples asking Jesus questions and Jesus comforting them with answers. Mark them in your notes or in your Bible when you observe them.  Then take note of how Jesus responds.  The whole purpose of this study is to help us appropriate what we know about Jesus, the Father, and the Holy Spirit, in order that we may lift up praise.  Solidifying the truths of what Jesus deems worthy of the disciples knowing on the night before His crucifixion is important for our praise walk as well.  In fact, beyond our praise walk… right down into the hardest of times we will be able to praise Him with what we will learn.
Read Luke 22:14-30. What does Jesus eagerly desire? Why?  

Once again, we find the word remembrance!  What does Jesus tell the disciples we are to do in remembrance of Him?

It occurs to me that in heaven we will eat in remembrance of all that Jesus Christ did for us!  Even Jesus enjoys the time of fellowship that remembrance facilitates.  Barclay’s commentary made a special point that is worthy of noting.  This commentary implies that a sacrament is something that has sentimental value.  A common day example is found in the fact that I keep my children’s teeth.  Yeah, I know it is gross and all, but they are my children’s teeth.  I am super sentimental about my children.  Therefore, it is a sacrament to my children that I keep their teeth.  The bread is not sacramental, but the reminder of who Jesus is and what He does is what makes the bread a sacrament!  

[image: image126.wmf]Consider this quote from Barclay: “The bread which we eat at the sacrament is common bread, but, for him who has a heart to feel and understand, it is the very body of Christ.”
  Think about this for a moment!  Our ability to feel and understand something takes it from the common to the sacred.  How might you apply this to a simple song or prayer?
Do you see the connection between the heart (feeling) and the mind (understanding)?  It is not mutually exclusive.  True worship is the meeting of the heart with the mind and the mind with the heart!  If I walk into my time of worship with only my mind connecting then I am leaving out my heart.  And if I walk in with only a feeling then I am leaving out my ability to understand.  It is the connection of the two that turns what might have been common into sacred.  Have you ever sat down to pray and the words flowed easily from the mind, but your heart felt nothing?  Or have you ever been on an emotional high only later to not be able to connect it to a simple truth?  

"This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me." Luke 22:19

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. Luke 22:20

What do you think Jesus is trying to convey to the disciples about the new covenant?
The new covenant connects the mind.  The disciples are able to reflect back and remember the covenantal relationship between GOD and man established through a promise given to Abraham.  Soon, they will be able to observe the connection of how Jesus’ body and blood will become the new covenant relationship between GOD and man.  He is preparing the way for them to understand with their minds what is about to happen.  But Jesus does not stop there!  He knows they need the heart connection to carry the new covenant relationship to the highest level.

Read John 13:1-17.  What question does Peter ask of Jesus in John 13:6?

Do you see and feel the emotions going on between Jesus and Peter?  How does Jesus respond to Peter?

O Jesus!  Sweet, Sweet Jesus!  There is none like You!  

“When he finished washing their feet, He put on His clothes and returned to His place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?”
 [image: image127.wmf]Beloved… Do you understand what Jesus has done for you with the new covenant?  Have you connected both your heart and mind in such a way that as you ponder His gift you know without a doubt He is HOLY?

[image: image128.wmf]Write a prayer below asking the Father to help you connect both your heart and your mind in your praise, prayer, and faith walk.  Consider how the connecting of the two impacts your own humility.
Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.  I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, 
you will be blessed if you do them. John 13:14-17
	Closing Praise:

 Our GOD is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him. But their idols are silver and gold, made by the hands of men. They have mouths, but cannot speak, eyes, but they cannot see; they have ears, but cannot hear, noses, but they cannot smell; they have hands, but cannot feel, feet, but they cannot walk; nor can they utter a sound with their throats. Those who make them will be like them, and so will all who trust in them. 
Psalm 115:3-8


Humility Magnified

	[image: image129.wmf]
	Day Three

Heartbreaker




	Opening Praise: 

I love the LORD, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy. 

 Because he turned his ear to me, I will call on him as long as I live. Psalm 116:1-2
Our Prayer: 

Father, You give ear to those that are simple in the devotion to You! I bow down before You now praising You for You have heard my cry. In Jesus’ Name, AMEN! 


 
His words upset me.  
“I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen.  But this is to fulfill scripture; ‘He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me.”  The hair raised on my arms at His words.  For a man to lift his heel was an act of disdain toward another.  He just knelt and washed our feet and now He states that someone will do this act of disrespect to Him while dining with Him is inconceivable.  The LORD’S features display a myriad of emotions. It is obvious He is troubled within His Spirit.  

“I tell you the truth one of you is going to betray me.”     

His words make me feel terribly sad.  We walked with Him through all of His trials.  We have seen Him perform miracles.  We sat under His teaching.  How can one of us betray Him?  The countenance of every man in the room drooped.  Not one of us looked at the other or pointed our finger at another.  He just told us that we should wash each other’s feet, how could we dare imply that one could do such a thing?  Could it be me?  As if on cue, all of us called out to Jesus, from the depths of our souls, “Surely not I, LORD?”  
For a moment, I thought my heart stopped and then it raced faster than it ever had before.  Jesus paused and looked around the table and stared each of us in the eye and said, “It is the one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me who will betray me.  The Son of man will go as it is written about Him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of man!  It would be better for him if he had not been born.”  We all stared at each other at a loss as to what He is saying.  I leaned over to John, the one Jesus loved, since he reclined next to Him and asked him to ask Him which one He means.” 

John actually leaned back against the breast of Jesus and asked Him, “LORD, who is it?”  “It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.”  He then dipped the bread and handed it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon.  Judas said, “Surely, not I, Rabbi?”  Jesus answered, “Yes, it is you. What you are about to do, do quickly.”  Judas stood up and went to the door, as he left he glanced over his shoulder one last time with an expression on his face that made my neck hair rise.  What was Jesus saying to Judas Iscariot?  He must be sending him to buy more food for the feast since he was the one in charge of the money or maybe to give something to the poor.  Hmm.  I don’t know.  Curious!  Strangely curious since it is night! 
 

As this Passover scene unfolds before us, we are humbled by Jesus’ acts of humility.  A servant is the one that washes feet, not the teacher!  Can you imagine the shock?  How much more so the shock following a question that proves to be so self-centered!  “Which one of us will be the greatest?”  “O GOD, not to us! Not to us!”  But the greatest shock of all comes in hearing Jesus state that one of them will betray Him!  Can you hear the cry of the disciples? “Is it me, LORD?” Have you ever wondered if you were the betrayer?  It grieves the heart doesn’t it?  Today, we will discover that when one turns away all are grieved!
Read John 13:18-30.

[image: image130.wmf]How do you typically respond to a messenger—someone bringing important information to you?
Our attitude toward a messenger is based on the feelings we have for the sender.  Therefore, our response is typically toward the sender and not the messenger. Judas was exposed to the same messenger and sender as the other eleven disciples.  Yet, his response was so drastically different.
Read Psalm 55:12-14 below. What makes Judas’ betrayal so treacherous?
If an enemy were insulting me, I could endure it; 
if a foe were raising himself against me, I could hide from him. 
But it is you, a man like myself, my companion, my close friend, 
with whom I once enjoyed sweet fellowship
 as we walked with the throng at the house of GOD.
Psalm 55: 12-14
[image: image131.wmf]How does the break off of another from fellowship impact you?
Sweet friend, all of us have equal access to the Father through the Son.  There is no greater revelation for one over another.  Remember this! What happened with Judas happened because it had to happen to fulfill prophecy, Jesus did not make him do it when He said, “What you are about to do, do it quickly.”  He just wanted the evil deed done.  Kind of like getting a tooth pulled. You know it is going to hurt, but it is necessary so you endure until it is done.  The quicker the better!  

In John 13:21, we are provided with clues as to how this made Jesus feel.  What can you imply about Jesus’ heart response to what Judas is about to do?

[image: image132.wmf]What about us and our ability to betray Christ? Do I dare ask some tough questions like... What of the one that has heard the Bible their whole life, yet picks and chooses choice verses at a whim?  Is not the whole counsel of the Word of GOD sufficient?  What of the one that knows obedience is important, but loves the flirtation of being “edgy” to the disgrace of the faith?  Or what of the one that has spent time with the Divine in intimate prayer only to fall into a season of no communication with the Father at all?  Is it possible that we might allow little betrayals to rob us of the sweet fellowship?  Isn’t this why, each of us can hear ourselves cry out, “LORD, is it me?”  What of it?  Do we dare think Jesus’ spirit is any less troubled by our “little” betrayals?  I say these things not to condemn you.  I am questioning my own integrity.  Isn’t the sweetest fellowship found in the one that is loyal?  How do you rank your loyalty today with the LORD? 

[image: image133.wmf]What are some “little” betrayals in your life toward GOD?  How do they impact your ability to praise HIM?
I believe the most beautiful praise ever lifted up in the Name of the LORD is found in the one that is willing to remain loyal even when it hurts.  Words may never be spoken, but the loyalty is worn as an adornment upon their neck in such a way that all who observe are blessed.  This is one that is not afraid to ask, “LORD, is it me?”  Because they know that the LORD will answer with love in such a way that it will make the fellowship even sweeter! 
[image: image134.wmf]As you Read Psalm 116, remember it is believed that this is one of the songs Jesus sang on this night.  Take a moment to list a few of your favorite verses that imply loyalty and a deep love for the LORD that you would like to incorporate in your personal praise time.

Which verse might have been significant to Jesus as He sang this Psalm?  Consider how the disciples might remember the Passover in the future as they sing this song again remembering Jesus singing it on this night.

[image: image135.wmf]I don’t know about you, but I sure wonder how Judas responded to these songs of remembrance.  Was his heart cold the whole time or did it only freeze over when Satan entered him?  Either way, Judas broke Jesus’ heart.  He was a true heartbreaker.   Jesus didn’t stand in judgment or treat Judas with contempt or malice.  He broke bread and shared it with him just the same.  Jesus’ handling of Judas remained faithful. Read the closing praise verse and write out why you think the LORD protects the simple hearted. 
Commit in prayer to simple praise from a heart full of loyalty accepting the One who sent Jesus.

	Closing Praise:

The LORD is gracious and righteous; our GOD is full of compassion.
The LORD protects the simple hearted; when I was in great need, he saved me. 
Psalm 116:5-6


Humility Magnified

	[image: image136.wmf]
	Day Four

Turn back and Strengthen Hearts




	Opening Praise: 

 Praise the LORD, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples. For great is his love toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD. 
Psalm 117:1-2
Our Prayer: 

Father, we extol YOUR Name!  Great is Your love toward us and Your faithfulness endures forever!  Amazing Love!  We long to be amazing love to others in return.  Help us to turn back to You and pour amazing love onto those in our reach.
 In Jesus’ Name, Amen! 


I love listening to His voice.  Really there is nothing about His appearance that will attract you to Him.  But when He speaks I want to stop breathing so I can hear every word.  He has a way of making me see and hear things I have never heard before.  As if knowledge and wisdom covering the ages lay bare before me for me to take hold of as my very own.  “My children, I will be with you only a little longer.  You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going you cannot come.  A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

Without thinking, words burst from my mouth, “LORD, where are you going?” 
“Where I am going you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.”  
“LORD, why can’t I follow you now?  I will lay down my life for you.”   I know I will.  His use of my formal name caused me to listen closely for I knew He desired my attention.  
“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat.  But I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail.  And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”  I lifted my hand in the air and crossed it across my heart and passionately gave Him my reply, “LORD, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.”  Jesus looked at me with a depth of understanding that made me wish I were blind, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me.”  My words fled me and I sat in disbelief with a troubled heart as I looked up at Him not understanding how I could possibly deny Him.  

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in GOD; trust also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going." I felt my whole body relax as I listened to Him.  Comfort rolling in waves across my heart. 

“LORD, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” Thomas’ question made the conversation seem even more intimate. I pondered over the same thing and from the looks of anticipation from the other men at the table I can tell they were wondering as well.  John shifted to see the LORD better as he waited for his answer.  Jesus raised his chin and with authority from Heaven said, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.  If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well.  From now on, you do know Him and have seen Him.”
 


There is a modern gospel bathed in “Pop Culture” expressing itself through “felt needs.”  In small increments, we might find ourselves falling prey to this mentality.  The danger lies in the fact that through living our spiritual walk according to “felt needs” we rob ourselves of the truth penetrating into the depths of our souls.  As we focus upon our “felt needs,” we take small steps that lead us into a pattern of behavior that denies the existence of Christ and the gift of salvation.  “Felt need” mentality is self-oriented without concern for others.   I realize all of us have our “felt needs” and a want for them to be fulfilled, but the irony of Christ and the message that He gives is that He has an uncanny tendency to flip upside down that which we think is of value.  Life comes from death.  Death comes from life. Put the interest of others before yourself.  Success comes from surrender.  Seek His Kingdom first then all these things will be added unto you.  Here-in lies the secret of contentment and the ability to sing songs that grow out of desires fulfilled even in the face of a momentary lapse of denial.  In today’s scene, we will observe glory revealed, a denial prophesied and the comfort that overflows even in the face of denial.
Read John 13:31-32 and write below what you learn about the glory of Jesus and the Father.
“When he had left, Jesus said, Now is the Son of Man glorified! [Now He has achieved His glory, His honor, His exaltation!] And GOD has been glorified through and in Him. And if GOD is glorified through and in Him, GOD will also glorify Him in Himself, and He will glorify Him at once and not delay.”
 

When does this glory reveal itself?  You might want to glance at John13:30.

Now the Son of Man is glorified… Upon Judas leaving to turn Christ over to the High Priests the glory of the Son begins. NOW! GOD is glorified through and in Jesus. NOW! Thereby, GOD will glorify Himself. NOW! GOD will glorify Jesus at once and not delay.  NOW!  Jesus’ decision was made in the heavenly place and revealed at a table as one walks away in betrayal.  I once read in a devotional that true honor in war is not given to the men or women that return, but it is given to the ones that willingly give of their lives and do not return.  The International Mission Board has a great book titled: Lives Given, Not Taken written by Erich Bridges and Jerry Rankin.  The implication is that these missionary’s lives were given before they were ever taken.  They are following the example Christ provides for us.  He gave His life in the heart before He ever came as a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes tucked away in a manger.  This is glory revealed.
Our praise will ring truer and purer if we too make this decision to give of ourselves before we ever open our mouths.  I love how the Life Application Bible states that Jesus knew how Judas and Peter both would deny Him, yet He still loved them.  One ended in tragedy and the other in triumph.
  I want triumph!  I know you do too!  
[image: image137.wmf]Each of us must make a decision today in how we too will respond to Jesus’ command given in John 13:34-35, “"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." Why will our songs of praise not ring true if we have not settled in our hearts to live by this rule?
[image: image138.wmf]Here lies our paradox. “Will you really lay your life down for me?”   What if it means giving up your favorite chair?  The remote to a spouse?  A hairbrush to a daughter?  A position to a colleague?  Recognition for service?  Praying in the prayer room instead of hearing the message of the day?  Is there anything you need to bring before the altar to lay down?    
[image: image139.wmf] “You will look for me.”  What are the reasons we look to Christ?  Is it our “felt needs” or our true needs for redemption?  
As you read through Luke 13:31-14:4, what do you believe was Jesus’ ultimate goal in communicating where He was going and that He prepares a place for them?

Undoubtedly, Jesus seeks to orient His disciples to their real needs and their true Savior!  In preparation for Peter’s denial and ultimate turning back Jesus establishes basic truths that believers must grasp to trust the Father and Son.  We too need this preparation and the reminder of what Jesus had done for us in preparing a place of us.  Just as Jesus knew about Judas and Peter’s denial, He knows ours too!  Think about this, He loves us through them as well, the ultimate example of loving your neighbor as yourself.  What man ever found contentment in serving self?
[image: image140.wmf]Like Peter, I want to believe that I will never deny Christ.  But I know I do!  I want to believe that I will deny myself and serve others.  But I don’t always!  When confronted with a moment of denial or a season of denial how might reading the Psalms prove powerful in your life?
Consider this possibility: by repeating the words of Psalm 113-118 and 136, the disciples were strengthened. They may have recited them from tradition, since the story of the Passover is revealed in them.  Yet, their attitudes, behaviors, and values were molded into Christ-likeness unaware!   
[image: image141.wmf]What enables you after a trial to strengthen your brothers and sisters once you have “turned back?” based on Luke 22:32.  
Reflect upon this quote my sweet hubby sent to me to affirm today’s lesson.  “Prayer expresses desire… your felt sense of need. Lord, have mercy upon us. Song expresses gladness and gratitude at desire fulfilled… your felt sense of who GOD is and all that He gives. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound. But there are no prayers and songs in the Bible that take their cues from the current therapeutic felt needs. Imagine, "Our Father in heaven, help me feel that I’m okay just the way I am. Protect me this day from having to do anything I find boring. Hallelujah, I’m indispensable, and what I’m doing is really having an impact on others, so I can feel good about my life." Have mercy upon us! Instead, in our Bible we hear a thousand cries of need and shouts of delight that orient us to our real needs and to our true Savior.”
 (I inserted Italics and bold type.)

True worship will meet real needs with a true Savior!  AMEN!
[image: image142.wmf]Finish this thought:  When confronted with the humility of Christ we no longer will feel the need to…

Ask the Father to orient you to your real need in the Savior, as you ponder His glory revealed when confronted by your own set of denials and then ask Him to equip you to turn back and equip those around you as well.
	Closing Praise:

For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
 so great is his love for those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion on his children, 
so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;

Psalm 103:11-13


Humility Magnified

	[image: image143.wmf]
	Day Five

Enduring Heart




	Opening Praise: 

 “Give thanks at the remembrance of His Holiness!” KJV
Our Prayer: 

Father, I give thanks to You for Your love endures forever! In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!


Philip raised his hand a little in the air to get the LORD’S attention, “LORD, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”  Jesus closed his eyes tilted His head down and slowly glanced up at Philip and said very sadly, “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time?  Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you say, ‘Show us the Father? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? Jesus inhaled deeply and continued.  “The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing His work.”  He looked up with all sincerity and said with passion, “Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.”  Slowly, He focused his attention on each of us, one at a time. I feel like a sponge soaking in the currents of the sea. Whatever I ask, He will do to glorify the Father… I wonder what does this mean.  Will He do it only if it glorifies the Father or whatever I ask?  
As if he read my mind He said, "If you love me, you will obey what I command.”  I will obey His command because I truly love Him.  Pleasant intimacy settled within me. As my father used to say, “We were making our own history filled with camaraderie that only time and trials develop.”  Desiring to linger over all His words, I settled deeper into the pillow as I reclined. His words pouring out faster than my mind can contain.

“And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever-- the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day, you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."   
A sudden movement at the other end of the table jolted me as Judas (not Iscariot) wearing a puzzled look asked, “But, LORD, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?”  That is a really good question.  “If anyone loves me he will obey my teaching.  My Father will love him, and we will come to Him and make our home with Him.  He who does not love me will not obey my teaching.  These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father that sent me.”  
In so many ways, His words are like a riddle that we can just grasp a hint of the meaning behind it, but not quite.  “I promise that the Counselor I am sending will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have said to you”.  I am so glad He is sending someone to help us because I already need it. “Peace, I leave you.  Let not your hearts be troubled. Do not be afraid. I am going away, but I will be back.”  
Just as He said we should be glad that He is going to the Father for the Father is greater than He, I felt my left elbow start tingling from resting on it too long.  I began to shift my weight when I heard Jesus say that the prince of this world is coming.  I stopped moving all together.  “He has no hold on me!  But the world must learn that I love the Father and that I will do exactly what the Father commands me.”  Jesus stood up and began moving around the room and told us that we now needed a sword for He is numbered with the transgressors.  With urgency in His voice he said, “I tell you that this must be fulfilled in me.  Yes, what is written about me is reaching its fulfillment.”  Two of the disciples showed the LORD that they had two swords and Jesus said that it would be enough.  

Jesus closed His eyes and quietly led us in singing the Hallel Praise Hymns.  As in one chorus, we stood and allowed our voices to become one with His as we sang the Hymns of Praise.  
“Praise the LORD.  Praise, O servants of the LORD-- praise the name of the LORD.  Let the name of the LORD be praised, both now and forevermore.  From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the LORD is to be praised. 
The LORD is exalted over all the nations, His glory above all the Heavens.  Tremble O earth, at the presence of the LORD.  Not to us O LORD, not to us but to Your Name be the glory because of your love and faithfulness.  
You who fear Him, trust in the LORD—He is their help and shield.  He will bless those who fear the LORD—small and great alike.  I love the LORD, for he heard my voice; He heard my cry for mercy.  He turned His ear to me. I will call on Him as long as I live.  
Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever.  Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous.  The LORD’s right hand has done mighty things!  The LORD’s right hand is lifted high.  The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.  The LORD has done this and it is marvelous in our eyes.  
O LORD save us; O LORD grant us success.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD.   With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession up to the horns of the altar.  You are my GOD and I will give you thanks; you are my GOD, and I will exalt you.  
Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever.”

 


It is hard to believe we have reached our last lesson with Jesus and His disciples at the Last Supper.  What has stuck most in your mind and heart as you reflect upon the songs they may have sung?
The disciple’s questions and Jesus’ answers intermixed with the hymns has transformed my heart.    Today, as we close our scenes at the Last Supper, we will be comforted by Jesus’ compassion and words of affirmation.  Please take a moment to read John 14. Jesus provides for us comfort that overflows in this passage.  Take a moment and create a list of truths that comfort you.  After each truth jot the repeated line given in Psalm 136—His love endures forever.  There is a little space provided, but you may want notebook paper for this activity.
Scholars believe that Psalm 136 might have been used as a responsive reading in worship.  The Priest spoke forth the history of the song and the congregation responded with “His love endures forever.”  Some might not be comfortable with this, but it is always fun to get out of our comfort zones.  If you have children or a loved one that will humor you, ask them to do the responsive part to the truths you have listed above.  It is fun!  I love the look on my people’s faces.  Grant and I so get into it and Mikayla and my Greg look at us as if we have lost it. That is OKAY!  One of the awesome gifts the Father gives us is that my worship will not look like yours and yours will not look mine.  We do a disservice when we try to put pressure on each other to be the same.  Boring!
Psalm 118 is the last of the possible Psalms sung.  We could just as easily turn it into a responsive song too!  Please read this Psalm taking note of the references both to the Passover and to prophecy about Christ.  Place a small cross beside each reference to Christ that you find.
Let’s not forget that Jesus knows exactly what is about to happen at Gethsemane.  Do you think Jesus’ voice quivered when He sang, “The LORD is with me, I will not be afraid.  What can man do to me?" The LORD is with me; He is my helper.” Do you wonder what Jesus thought as He sang this?  Imagine the disciples singing these very verses with Jesus and later after His crucifixion remembering them as they could still hear in their mind the voice of Jesus singing “What can man do to me?”  
There is no coincidence that Jesus spoke to the disciples about the Helper—the Holy Spirit! What is the other name given for Him in John 14:17?

[image: image144.wmf] How does knowing you have the Spirit of Truth in you impact you?  
In John 14, we have the disciples asking of Jesus, “Where are you going?” and “Show us the Father.” How might you apply John 14:6, Psalm 118:19-21 and John 10:9 to someone asking the same questions?
Take time to meditate between Psalm 118 and John 14.  Do you see any other correlations between the scriptures?  I gave you the example of the gate above.  Consider matching ideas or concepts. 
I created my own list and it surprises me that there are so many truths that relate.  I think the gate, helper, and capstone were the ones that moved me the most.  
Write out Psalm 118:25-27 below:

What does this passage mean?  

Salvation. Success. Blessing. Light…  I cannot think of a more fitting Psalm to be sung on the last meal Jesus would eat with His men.  Just as His triumphal entry into Jerusalem began with the waving of palm branches, to shouts of “Hosanna,” this song bursts with remembrance and proclamation.  He saves!  He alone grants success!  He is the One that blesses!  He is the one that makes our light shine!  The world tries to give us a fortune cookie mentality…”Stand in your own light. Make it shine!”  But when YHWH is our GOD what should we do according to Psalm 118:28-29?
“The world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me.”  John 14:31.  Can you make this your heart song today?  Give praise to the One and Only Enduring Heart!
Friend, Jesus sang on the night before His betrayal.  HE SANG!  Do we get this truth?  We must!  We too will face betrayals and denials.  Even in the face of these, we too will sing for the world must know that we love the Father because He first loved us!
	Closing Praise:

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. 
     His love endures forever. 
Give thanks to the GOD of gods. 
     His love endures forever. 
Give thanks to the Lord of lords: 
     His love endures forever.
Psalm 136:1-2


If you meet with a small group please consider doing a responsive reading of Psalm 136.  The facilitator will read the opening verse and the ladies will call out His Love Endures forever in response.

Songs in the Night
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	Day One

Proclaiming Truth

 


	 Opening Praise:  
    But no one says, 'Where is GOD my Maker, who gives songs in the night! 
Job 35:10

 Our Prayer:

 Oh, GOD that even in bondage I might know how to sing and pray unto you that my voice may become an instrument of praise no matter what my life circumstances become. In Jesus’ Name, Amen!    


“As Paul and I arrived in Philippi on our way to the place of prayer both of us felt the need for a quiet moment with the LORD.  The importance of our seeking the Father weighed upon us, since, we came to Philippi to share the gospel of Christ to the Gentiles.  Knowing that Philippi is not a large metropolis, but it has a large non-Roman population we really wanted to impart the knowledge of Jesus Christ. Finding your small group of women gathered at the edge of the river encouraged us all the more!  We want you to know the blessing of having your own synagogue to worship in.  Knowing there are not enough believing men for a synagogue to be built made the fire burn within intensely.  Hoping to strengthen and encourage all of you in the faith, as well as bring salvation to those who have not yet heard of Jesus of Nazareth, Paul and I sought the house of prayer.  Longing to leave a spiritual legacy and enough men that a synagogue can be built.”  

“It has been such a privilege to meet you, Lydia and your whole family.”  Truly you are a true worshiper of GOD!  Don’t mind our wounds!  We must tell you all that occurred since we saw you last!  For the LORD Most High is amazing in His deliverance!  A young slave girl watched us pass by and she drew near to us as a bee draws to honey.  Her nondescript features and her pale coloring made her appear as if she had never been exposed to the sun.  The large circles under her eyes distressed me—lifeless and haunting. It appeared as if she had not slept well in many night seasons. She caught the rhythm of our pace and joined in behind us at a very uncomfortable proximity.  With each step we took she followed our path, as if her life depended on it.  To my surprise, she started talking without moving her mouth.  Somehow she threw her voice out as if came from something else.  Learning over I whispered in Paul’s ear, “Is she filled with an evil spirit that gives her the ability to prophesy the future?”  As if this weren’t unnerving enough with her following our footsteps in perfect tandem, she began shouting as loudly as her voice could carry, “These men are servants of the Most High GOD, who are telling you the way to be saved.”  As we walked through town, people began to turn and stare at us as we passed by.  Mind you what she was saying is truth, but truth spoken through the wrong vessel can be greatly misunderstood.  She remained relentless!  I wondered, Did she recognize the Holy Spirit in us and fear Him?  Does she want to make her authority known?  Is she trying to destroy our testimony?” 
At first, Paul did not seem as bothered by her. He just kept up his pace and routine, but the slave girl kept up her prophesying with every movement we took.  This routine continued for many days and it became fairly obvious that this young slave girl prevented the truth of what we shared with the people to take hold.  As you know, the people of Philippi believe Zeus to be the Most High GOD, but he is not.  And as long as that slave hounded our tracks we were not going to be able to reveal to them the truth of who truly is the Most High GOD.  Finally, the stress of her persistence wore on Paul.  Her voice grated on our nerves and it was very obvious that Paul was troubled by what was happening.”  Paul grunted and nodded in agreement.  “I kept looking over to see if he was doing okay. His features began to show the stress of the annoyance when suddenly I looked up as Paul turned around.  He spoke with such authority that everyone on the street turned to see what he was up to.  He stated simply to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her!”  Lydia’s eyes grew wide with amazement of the power of Paul’s command.
 

If you think about it, Paul and Silas did not experience anything different than what we experience on our way to church.  What happens to your family on Sunday mornings on your way to church?  I once heard a great comedian named Susan O’Donnell say that there must be a magnetic strip that runs across the church parking lot so everyone will put on their happy faces, since just moments before everyone was fussing and screaming at each other.  Quite frankly… it is attack!   Whether it is from our own slothfulness that prevented us from guarding the privilege of going to worship or if it comes from the minions and legions of the evil one pressing in on us, we must be prepared to handle it with Christ-likeness.
We will thoroughly study this passage all week, but to get us familiar with the context of the situation read: Acts 16:1-40.
Where were Paul and Silas headed when the girl started attacking?         

Do you feel there is any relevance in this attack?

[image: image146.wmf]Have you ever noticed that when you are truly preparing to get close to GOD something hinders your time?  I have heard some speakers say, “If your time is not being hindered you might ask why?  Is there true intimacy?”  What do you think about that statement?
What name of GOD does the girl shout out?  
What does she state that Paul and Silas are there to do?

Beloved, this is the same Most High that we have read of proclaimed in the all the songs of the Bible.  Understand this, if the evil one cannot deter us, he will take the very truth we are proclaiming and use it in a twisted way.  Isn’t this how he dealt with Christ at the temptations?  Do not be deceived into thinking that the evil one will not use the Word of GOD for his own benefit.

Take a moment and speculate about how Paul and Silas were attacked spiritually, mentally, emotionally, socially, and physically.  Jot down how the attack came.
Spiritually:   
Mentally:  

Emotionally:   

Socially:   

Physically:   
Now take a moment to read through the following passages written by Paul to the Roman and Corinthian church.  Jot a note beside the verse so you will remember what it is about and then write how Paul and Silas lived out the reality of these verses.
Romans 5:3

Romans 12:12

2 Corinthians 4:8-12

2 Corinthians 4:16-18
Paul and Silas were on their way to the place of prayer desiring communion with GOD and fellow believers.  You know their anticipation was high and eager.  After all Paul had received a vision from the Most High GOD to go to this area.  And then the attack began!  “Demons took advantage of people’s worship of false GODs.”
 And for that matter, they want to hinder the worship of the One True GOD!  We must not forget they still do today. This girl was no exception and neither were the magistrates that owned her.  Think about it they had the idol GOD of money.  The young girl’s verbal assault either demeaned Paul and Silas’s work or elevated hers, either way it was destructive to the message Paul and Silas preached. 
[image: image147.wmf]Have you ever been distracted by another’s worship or by another as you attempt to worship?  How did it impact your time?
List out some ways that we are taken advantage of in our society by false gods in worship:

Read the following verse and underline how we are to respond to the false gods used to trick us.

No, but the sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to GOD, 

and I do not want you to be participants with demons. 1 Corinthians 10:20

Is it possible to proclaim a truth and do so in an inappropriate way? How?  

[image: image148.wmf]What must we do to avoid this path in our worship?
We must not forget that when attack comes, as we approach the house of prayer or our personal place of prayer, it is the message of Jesus Christ that is attacked.   Not us!  The spirit realm recognizes the True Deity of Christ.   The Deity of Christ is under siege!   If we take our eyes off of His Divinity, we too will be deceived by the diviner—false god. This is why on the night of LORD’s Supper Jesus repeated “let your hearts not be troubled… What can man do to me?  The LORD is my helper!”  Filling our prayer life full of verses like the four above that Paul wrote will enable us to praise the Most High GOD even under attack.  
	Closing Praise: 
By day the LORD directs his love, at night his song is with me—

 a prayer to the GOD of my life.  Psalm 42:8


Songs in the Night
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	Day Two

Persecuted for Truth

  


	Opening Praise: 

So I will very gladly spend for you everything I have and expend myself as well. If I love you more, will you love me less? 2 Corinthians 12:15
Our Prayer: 

 Father, Paul said this to the Corinthians because he loved the people he led to the LORD as if they were his very own children. Father, only You can give such a love.  Please come and fill me up with this same love that I too may love to the point of expending myself for my fellowman. In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!


Silas’ Reflection of Persecution!
Enjoying the groups full attention, I inhaled and exhaled as I slowly glanced around the group making contact with each person to make sure they are listening.  “As Paul commanded the spirit out, the features on the young girls face went from a placid pallor with no light in her hollow eyes, to an instant expression of life. Simultaneously, her eyes looked alive and relieved.  Everyone witnessed the visible change!  The spirit left her.  Suddenly, she looked like a young girl ready to embrace life instead of someone not living life.  Apparently, the young girl made her masters quite a bit of money.  She improved their profits considerably because of her ability to predict the future.”

“We know of this girl! We too have seen her in the market.”  

“Once the owners found out she was no longer able to make them a profit they turned on us for we ruined their future fortunes.  Before Paul or I realized what was happening we were grabbed at the nape of the neck and literally dragged to the center of the marketplace.  I struggled to break free—terribly frightened.  Dirt flew into my eyes so I could not see Paul.  I knew he was close by because I heard him fighting against the fabric pulling up against his neck.  Everything happened so quickly neither of us was able to respond to defend ourselves.”
‘These men are Jews.  And throwing our city into an uproar!’ bellowed the owners before the magistrates. I glanced at Paul to see how he might defend us and he said nothing, so I followed his lead.  I was washed with relief that I could see him again now that the dirt was out of my eyes.  The mere sight of him comforted my soul.  I knew he knew the proper way to respond before the authorities of the city better than I did, so I remained quiet.  ‘These men are advocating customs that are unlawful for Romans to accept or practice.’ I imagine this accusation came from the fact that Roman citizens are obligated to worship the emperor of the state.  Yes, we were asking the people to worship and serve only GOD, but we were not encouraging anything but peace among the people.  This is the way of Jesus.

I focused so much on what the owners and magistrates said that I did not realize a large crowd surrounded us.  You know how people are naturally curious and apparently we had been seen enough with the slave girl following us shouting out that when we were dragged through the streets the people followed to find out what was amiss.  I glanced up to a sea of faces, few were passive and neutral, but most were brooding faces.  I did not like what I saw!  Before I knew it, the crowd joined in the attack against us.  It was so fast.  We had no way of turning left or right.  We were completely surrounded.  This must have motivated the magistrates to be swift in their response for punishment.  They assumed we were not Roman citizens since we were both Jews and did not give us a trial.  
No one asked us a single question.  The magistrates ordered with a flare of their hands to have us stripped and beaten.  At that my heart stopped beating for a moment. I know my eyes grew wide with terror as I looked to Paul again for my cue on how to respond.  He just let them drag him as he remained silent.  It was more than I could bear.  I watched as they stripped him of his robes and raised the rod high in the air.  I heard the crack of it upon his ribs and spine.  Blood began to flow down his back with each contact.   Crack, crack went the rod upon his body.  I wanted to pass out and not hear them hit his back blow after blow.  Watching his pain increased my mental anguish, as I felt the physical pain crack against my back as well.  At first the pain felt cold.  As it seared into the flesh, it began to burn and radiate across my skin and into the muscles that tore apart by the impact.  My tears fell freely.  I looked over at Paul and our eyes connected. I drank in peace from his eyes as the silent reminder that GOD will take care of His children poured into my heart. This is when I allowed my mind to leave the physical realm and focus completely upon the Savior remembering the strikes against His body and the death He embraced. My mind and body were no longer one.  It was incredible!  I literally left my body mentally.  Do you see the shivers running down my arms and legs now?  Powerful!  Absolutely, powerful!  The peace which surpasses all understanding took hold of me. I know this will sound odd to you, but it is the most powerful moment in my walk with the LORD.  I knew He was with me and would enable me to bear the burden that was scourged upon my physical person.  My body they could have, but my soul belonged to the LORD.”  Silas relaxed for a moment and looked over at Paul.  Paul smiled at him and nodded for him to continue.  


As “the new church exploded outward, persecution pounded inward…”
  Yesterday, we observed the demonic side of attack as Paul and Silas sought the house of prayer and the opportunity to share the gospel.  Today, we will observe the fleshly side of attack.  Knowing our enemy is very important when attack comes. Understanding that the battle is not against flesh and blood will guard us against fighting battles that are not ours to fight.  Comprehending that GOD the Father is with us even in persecution will enable us to withstand the onslaught.  Today, we will observe how Paul and Silas handled persecution.
Read Acts 16:16-24.  Yes, we will repeat reading these scriptures several times this week. Pretend for a moment you are a magistrate in this region and Paul and Silas have been brought to you.  As you read this account again can you find any cause to find Paul and Silas guilty?  Why or why not?

What about in the eyes of GOD—the great Justice of the Peace?  Can you find any reason to state that Paul and Silas have sinned against GOD?  Why or why not?

The owner’s perception of Paul and Silas was affected by what?  

Remember, Paul and Silas are seeking to do the will of the Father!  Why are they in Philippi?

What customs have Paul and Silas committed or advocated against the Roman government?  

Does scripture state that Paul or Silas speak up in defense of their actions?

This reminds me of another scripture.  Read Matthew 26:57-63.  How is this passage similar to what we are reading about Paul and Silas’ attack from the owners?  

Do you wonder if Paul and Silas remembered this account?  I know I do.  Do you see how individuals, leaders, and even crowds can easily misunderstand someone doing the will of the Father?  Take a moment and think through recent news headlines or headlines you can recall throughout your life-time that illustrate a large crowd acting out against a person or a people group spontaneously.  
According to dictionary.com the sociological definition for mob is a group of people “stimulating one another to excitement and losing ordinary rational control over their behavior.”
  I realize I might step on toes here… but have you observed a “mob” mentality in church?  In your neighborhood? In relationships? In family?
[image: image150.wmf]What can we do to make sure we know when to speak up or remain silent?  When to join the crowd when to walk away?
What did they do to Paul and Silas?  
Sometimes life circumstances do not even provide for us the time to speak much less pray.  Attack comes swiftly and abruptly at times with no reason to it.  Our society is definitely increasing in communicating such attacks to us.  Watching the news is difficult for me to stomach because as mercy falls down upon me and it rises up out of me, I struggle with listening to the senseless attacks upon lives that may not know the LORD!  Here Paul and Silas came to give them the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ and they are seized, beaten, and locked in the stockade because they freed a young girl from captivity.  Some people want their little god more than they want the freedom of another.  
People still love their little gods and will fight for them rather than see another led to freedom. On March 15, 2004 another such attack occurred with no reason or motivation other than the fact that the five in the vehicle were Caucasians on a crowded street in Iraq.  Four of them died and only one survived.  All five of them were missionaries seeking to provide humanitarian aide to a people group in the Name of Jesus. You can read about Carrie McDonnall’s account in her book titled Facing Terror.
  
[image: image151.wmf]How has GOD delivered you from spiritual attack?

[image: image152.wmf]How does one find the ability to praise the Father as they face terror?  
I know this is not an easy question.  And quite honestly here in North America we might easily spout off a scripture as if it is easy.  It requires deep abiding faith. Our response in the face of terror will prove our faith.  It must come from an act of the will.  Retaliation only requires instinct, but making the choice to not retaliate requires pure will power. 
Read Luke 6:27-36.  How does one fall in love with their enemy?

I highly recommend this modern day account of these five missionaries and their sacrifice in the face of terror.  In honor of David and Carrie McDonnall, Larry and Jean Elliott, and Karen Watson please take the time right now to praise GOD for all the saints that gave the gift of life while trying to convey to others the gift of eternal life.

	Closing Praise:
But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. Philippians 2:17


Songs in the Night
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	Day Three

Midnight Hour of Truth

  


	Opening Praise: 

The LORD your GOD is with you, he is mighty to save. 
He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, 
     he will rejoice over you with singing." Zephaniah 3:17
Our Prayer: 

 Father, Paul replied, "Short time or long--I pray GOD that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains." I pray I too develop Paul’s passion.  In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!
Acts 26:29


After a period of time the blows stopped.  I don’t know which is worse, the anticipation of the blow or how I felt after it stopped. Slowly, my mind began to focus back in this world and I realized we were being taken to the prison.  Every nerve in my body pulsed with pain.  I kept shaking my head hoping to refocus my vision.  I heard them talking around me, but my thoughts were not lucid yet and I could not tell you where they were.  I remember coming to as my face hit the ground.  Overwhelmed by the stench of human waste my thoughts cleared quite quickly as that scent reached the inner recesses of my brain.  My body racked with heaving so intensely I did not know where the pain was worse.  Finally, squinting through throbbing eyes I saw Paul on the ground next to me just starting to come to as well.  Blood crusted dirt caked his body.  Discerning where his wounds began was impossible.  He was one raw mess if there ever was one.  I then heard the jailer shout at the guard, “Take extra precautions with these two!”  I remember thinking, What kind of precautions?
I heard him coming before I saw him.  The ground rumbled under his weight.  He grabbed both of us simultaneously and lifted us by our arms and dragged us down a long descending corridor that went deeper and deeper into the recesses of the earth.  He was a large man and he smelled of sweat and dirt.  Firelights hung on the wall on the path he carried us through.  The shadows the light created made the place appear eerie and gloomy.  Men in stocks lined the path moaning and reaching with their fingers hoping to grasp a hold of the life above.  
He threw us before the stockade— a large piece of wood the length of a man.   The width ran the length of a foot and as thick as a man’s fist with two holes for the feet to be inserted.  It split lengthwise down the middle so he could lock our feet in.   He enclosed it around our ankles and then took leather straps and secured the enclosure.  I expected him to whip us with the straps so I braced for more blows only to hear his feet retreat.  
As he left, I realized he had not put our hands and necks in the stockade and this gave me some relief.  I don’t know if my back could take the bending over with all the wounds still so fresh from the flogging. I looked over at Paul and he looked at me and we both fell into prayer.  It was all we knew to do.  Our voices lifted up to Heaven the cries of our hearts.  We confessed the mighty miracles of the LORD GOD ALMIGHTY.  As our voices carried, throughout the tavern within the earth every ear could hear our cry.  Our cry was not of our agony or of our pain, but of the glory of the LORD and His strength.  How His strong arm carries His children and avenges him against his enemy.  How he brings salvation to those who need it.  Slowly as we became one voice in the midnight hour our prayers turned into songs.  We began to sing the hymns of our faith and our souls were soothed and our voices carried to the highest heights as we contemplated our GOD and King.”  Not a body in the room moved. 


“The ministry of deliverance through worship…”
  Isn’t that a powerful quote!  “…Ministry of deliverance through worship!”  WOW!  There is a ministry of deliverance that comes with worship!   I want to say this again and again.  Please say it out loud with me… “THERE IS A MINISTRY OF DELIVERANCE THROUGH WORSHIP!”  It makes me want to cry out “How Great is OUR GOD!”  Amen!  He is Deliverer!  And when we take time to worship Him we discover the incredible ministry that delivers us and yes even those around us!
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to GOD, and the other prisoners were listening to them. Acts 25:26
Underline the two things Paul and Silas did in the midnight hour after false accusations, lynching, beating, and imprisonment.  It was unlawful for a Roman citizen to be beaten or bound and Paul knew this.  Yet, Paul and Silas did not complain, cry, or curse.  First they prayed!
Why do you think Paul and Silas prayed first?  

[image: image154.wmf]How does prayer enable you to enter into worship?
Then they sang!  Once again, we find ourselves studying men that sing, but we are not expressly told what they sang.  One Psalm that immediately comes to my mind that teaches how to sing your self out of the pit is Psalm 77.  I remember the day GOD used this song to pierce through to me how to get out of my trial through praise.  Read through Psalm 77. 

How would you describe the condition of the heart of the Psalmist in verses 1-4?

What does the Psalmist begin to do starting in verse 5-6?

In response to his own questions in verses 7-9, what does the Psalmist determine to do starting in verse 10-12?

What truths do you learn about GOD in verses 13-20?
At what point did the Psalmist make a conscious decision to focus on the LORD?  

[image: image155.wmf]How did it impact you even as you read through the Psalm?
Do you see how this Psalmist experienced a ministry of deliverance through worship? Can you visualize Paul and Silas taking the time to confess their anger, resentment, and frustrations out to GOD?  I can because Paul knew intimacy with GOD and he would not allow anything to get in the way of his walk.  Can you visualize with me the reality that after the release of prayer at the altar at the feet of the Holy One, they find cleansing and complete surrender that allows them the privilege of walking into the Holy of Holies… the Presence of GOD? Only a cleansed vessel can do this!  
Paul and Silas were not alone as they entered the Holy of Holies on this day.  Glance back up at the verse and circle who else joined in on this night.
The other prisoners were listening!  I wrote inside my Bible by this verse, “Who is listening to you?” as a reminder to me that others are listening!  See, Paul and Silas went to give a message to a lost people.  Who could be more lost than men dying in a pit below the earth’s surface maybe to never surface alive?  GOD sent Paul and Silas to preach the gospel.  They just didn’t realize that GOD wanted them in a prison cell doing it.  
Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody's chains came loose. Acts 16:26
WOW!  Talk about worship that leads to deliverance!  Even the chains came loose!  Do you think the prisoners hearts at this point quickened with a hunger for the GOD of Deliverance that Paul and Silas knew?
[image: image156.wmf]How do you want the ministry of worship to deliver you today?

Open your Bible to Isaiah 61.  I love this passage!  It makes me sing. Read through it as your praise to GOD today.  Meditate upon the truths written within it.  
I am clinging to verse 7!  

Let the shackles fall off of my feet and let me embrace the double portion of my inheritance, O Father, and embrace the everlasting joy that enables men like Paul and Silas to pray and then praise You even in a prison cell!  In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!
	Closing Praise:

Should you not fear me?" declares the LORD. 
     "Should you not tremble in my presence? 
I made the sand a boundary for the sea, 
     an everlasting barrier it cannot cross. 
The waves may roll, but they cannot prevail; 
     they may roar, but they cannot cross it.

Jeremiah 5:22


Songs in the Night

	[image: image157.wmf]
	Day Four

The Truth Saves

  


	Opening Praise:
    Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to GOD. And the peace of GOD, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philip. 4:4-7
Our Prayer: 

 Father, through prayer and supplication with thanksgiving we ask You to enable us to let our gentleness be known even to those that offend us! 

In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!


First, Paul and I boldly sang one of Asaph’s songs.  “O GOD, do not keep silent; be not quiet, O GOD, be not still.  See how your enemies are astir, how your foes rear their heads.  With cunning they conspire against your people; they plot against those you cherish.  Make them like tumbleweed, O my GOD, like chaff before the wind. As fire consumes the forest or a flame sets the mountains ablaze, so pursue them with your tempest and terrify them with your storm.  Cover their faces with shame so that men will seek your name, O LORD.’ 
Just as the song ended Paul began with one of Korah’s songs, ‘How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD Almighty!  My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living GOD.  Blessed are those whose strength is in you, who have set their hearts on pilgrimage.  As they pass through the Valley of Baca, they make it a place of springs.  Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my GOD than dwell in the tents of the wicked.  For the LORD GOD is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor: no good thing does He withhold from those whose walk is blameless.’  We knew we were blameless against our accusers.  
‘Why are you downcast, O my soul?  Why so disturbed within me?  Put your hope in GOD, for I will yet praise Him, my Savior and my GOD. Deep calls to deep, in the roar of your waterfalls; all your waves and breakers have swept over me. By day the Lord directs His love, at night His song is with me-- a prayer to the GOD of my life.  Put your hope in GOD, for I will yet praise Him, my Savior and my GOD.’     

‘We give thanks to you, O GOD, we give thanks, for your Name is near; men tell of your wonderful deeds.  You say, “I choose the appointed time; it is I who judge uprightly.  When the earth and all its people quake, it is I who hold its pillars firm.’
“I know I heard the voice of Heaven joining in our song in one voice when suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken and our chains were loosed as the prison doors opened!” 
Lydia gasped.  Silas stopped for a moment forgetting how shocking this must be to the small group gathered to hear of all that happened during their night in prison.  

“Is this when you left?”

“No!  There is more much more to tell!  See, Paul and I thought GOD sent us here to preach the good news to the Gentiles on the streets, but apparently GOD wanted us under the streets to reach a different group.  The racket of the metal falling to ground woke up the jailer.  He assumed we were gone so he lifted his sword to kill himself.  Paul yelled out, ‘Don’t harm yourself!  We are all here!’ 

Everyone’s attention shifted to Paul.  He nodded in agreement and said, ‘The jailer called for the lights, rushed in trembling and fell at our feet! He cried out, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’ 

“We told him, ‘Believe on the LORD Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.’  He gathered all his family together and we spoke to them of the LORD. While we were talking of the LORD the jailer humbled us by washing our wounds.”  Paul choked up for moment paused as he lifted his hand for them to wait.  “We baptized the whole lot of them!  So they fed us and here we are!”  Everyone clapped and laughed aloud— applauding the Maker of Heaven and Earth!  Astonished in how GOD used Paul and Silas through the night ministering deliverance through their worship and obedience.
(Remember this is only speculation as to what they might have sung.  The above are excerpts taken from Psalms 83, 84, 42, and 75).

My dad said, “Here hon! This is a great article.  I think you might want to read it.”  I picked up the article having no clue what my dad gave me, but once I started reading it I could not put it down.  As I shared the article with my ladies Bible Study a dear friend Kristi said, “O Tara, then you have to read the book!  It is called “The Heavenly Man.”  I immediately went to the bookstore at church and bought a copy for me and a comic version for my kids.  It is an absolutely amazing story of a Chinese Christian named Yun.  The back jacket states: “It truly is a modern day version of Acts!”
  I agree! This book so gripped my son and I that we read through it quickly and talked about it for weeks.  Brother Yun experienced some of the most horrifying night seasons a person could experience.  Yet, GOD used him to lead numerous prisoners to the LORD.  Paul and Silas went to Philipi to reach people with the gospel and GOD honored that journey!  Today, we will observe how our testimony in our night seasons will impact others for the Kingdom of GOD!
Read Acts 16:27-34.  I love how Paul and Silas modeled for us hope without despair… prayer with a song!  
 What made their testimony so effective?

What was Paul’s concern when the jailer woke up and thought the prisoners had escaped? 

Why do we experience night seasons (trials) according to 1 Peter 1:6-8?
Their response was so odd that it stood out.  A time of testimony will come in each of our lives.  If we walk with integrity it will reap a harvest of blessing.

[image: image158.wmf]What is your response when someone asks you what must I do to be saved? 

[image: image159.wmf]Are you close enough to the LORD that you can determine when a person needs to hear, “Believe on the LORD Jesus and you will be saved?”

The relentlessness of the demon possessed girl, the false accusations, the condemnation of the crowds, the injustice of the magistrates, the beating, and the imprisonment all led to a sweet time in communion with each other and the LORD with a miraculous outcome of the jailer becoming a Christian. It makes a great story. Definitely one that needs to be remembered and retold because it increases our faith!
After the jailer received the Savior, what was the first thing he did?  
Compare and contrast Acts 16:22-24 and Acts 16:31-34.  How does the washing of their wounds differ from their placement in the stocks?
My prayer partner Maurine once told me, “After salvation there will always be evidence of the radical change the LORD has created in the individual.”  So whenever I have opportunity to see someone humble themselves before GOD I wait and watch to see the change that occurs.  Did you notice that the jailer was motivated by love instead of fear after he was saved?  As he put them in the stockades, he feared for his life, but after salvation he found life.  Think about the scripture that says the one who wants to save his life will die and the one who is willing to lose it shall live.  The jailer experienced the reality of this truth.

[image: image160.wmf]When you are in your night season is it easy for you to look beyond yourself and think about the needs of others? Why or why not?

I have a dear friend, Jenea who says the response of Paul and Silas just seems odd.  Even other believers stand amazed when another believer walks through a trial with grace.  But the response of the jailer just flat out shocks!  To observe an enemy washing the wounds of the one that not hours before he willingly inflicted not only seems odd, but it truly is amazing grace!  “Not only should we wash others feet, but we should cleanse the wounds we have inflicted upon them as well.”
 This is often easier said than done!  But when we put the act of the will combined with a heart surrendered in obedience then we find ourselves able to not just wash the wounds, but we find the ability to feed the one we inflicted too, as we give them the blessing of “Go in Peace!”
	Closing Praise:

Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh 
what is still lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, 
for the sake of his body, which is the church. Colossians 1:24


Songs in the Night

	[image: image161.wmf]
	Day Five

Truth Speaks

  


	Opening Praise: 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 

James 1:2

If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, 

for the Spirit of glory and of GOD rests on you.

And so I say, PRAISE THE LORD!!!! 1 Peter 4:14
Our Prayer: 

Father,  Thank You for the Spirit that rests upon us. I praise YOUR Holy Name for the greatness of who You are and how You enable us to face many trials.  You are my joy and strength! In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!



“Would you believe the magistrates sent word to the jailer that we were to be released as if nothing ever happened when the daylight hour awakened the city?  Our jailer friend kindly told us, “Go in peace!’  Well, the night before when they beat us Paul took it silently!  But, when they suggested that we leave the prison quietly, Paul’s voice rumbled like thunder!” 
He said, “They beat us publicly without a trial, even though we are Roman citizens, and threw us in prison.  And now they want to get rid of us quietly?  NO!”  The jailer’s mouth fell open and the officers took a step back.  “Let them come themselves and escort us out!”  
“The officers turned and rushed out of the prison quickly only to return with the magistrates.  They tried to appease us and then they suggested we leave town! So here we are telling you what happened hoping that we can encourage you with the faithfulness of GOD even through a night like last night.  What astounds me is that truth speaks whether it is proclaimed to a demon possessed girl, sung before prisoners locked away, or given to jailer fearing for his life.  Truth speaks!”  
“You are GOD alone!  There is no other like You!  Only He sits upon the Throne!”

 

As our journeymen sought to win souls for Christ, we are blessed to see how they impacted all three levels of society. “If Lydia came from the top end of the social scale and the slave-girl from the bottom, the Roman jailer was one of the sturdy middle class who made up the Roman civil service; and so in these three the whole gamut of society was complete.”
 Lydia was met at a place of worship by the river and she was known to be a person of worship, but she did not know the one she worshiped.  Paul and Silas introduced her.  The demon possessed girl lived a life as a proclaimer of truth, but did not know the One who is truth.  Paul commanded the evil spirit out of her.  In both of these life changes, Paul and Silas were on the way to the place of prayer and worship.  But with the jailer Paul and Silas were dragged into a detour.  This did not make the itinerary for this missionary journey, yet a jailer known to put men in bondage needed the One that released bondage.  So Paul and Silas turn a dirty grimy jail dungeon into Holy ground as they worship.  The earth trembles… souls are saved and the magistrates are afraid.  
[image: image162.wmf]What does this speak to you about the relevance of remaining faithful to the task even when the circumstances changed the location?

Read Acts 16:35-40.  What did the magistrates command in the morning?
Here is a tidbit of historical information that you might find as fascinating as I did.  According to Adam’s Commentary, if they read the manuscript of Codex Bezae correctly, the magistrates became concerned by the earthquake that occurred and this is what motivated them to release Paul and Silas.
  What an earthquake!  It even shook the souls of the magistrates that so cruelly punished Paul and Silas the night before!
How might the unjust punishment of Paul and Silas have been beneficial to the cause for Christ?

Historically, we must grasp that Lydia and the jailer along with their families were indeed the very beginning of the church in Philippi. Flip in your Bible to Philippians.  If your Bible has an introduction it might say something about finding joy when it is least expected.  This warm letter is written to the very people Paul and Silas sought to see sown in the LORD!  I wonder if the demon possessed girl found salvation.  Timing in our Christian walk is critical.   There is a time to be silent and a time to speak.  

Why do you think Paul kept silent when they were beating him, but when they released him he spoke up in his defense?

It is moments like this that I fall deeply and madly in love with Paul. Consider this for a moment.  When the punishment only hurt Paul and Silas the two men sent to be leaders he did not speak up, but when it might hurt the whole he did not remain silent.  Besides, they probably would not have listened.  Paul would have been placed in the position of weakness—sounding like he was begging for release.  By allowing himself and Silas to be beaten and imprisoned, it gave him the political upper hand.  The magistrates are now in the position of weakness before him and begging for mercy.  What he does will greatly impact their political career.  Moreover, if Paul had spoken up early he would have only been defending his own situation.  By waiting until after the abuse and imprisonment he is defending all Christians and thereby obtaining the upper hand for making GOD’s name renown.  Paul protects them from the same cruel punishment.  He had to suffer in order to get the upper hand for GOD.  It is not always easy to wait for the right time to respond, but there are times that a greater reward will be revealed if you are willing to wait on the LORD.   

How could Paul’s waiting earn the trust of the Roman citizens?

[image: image163.wmf]Since it is illegal to beat and bind a Roman citizen Paul now becomes a defender of all Romans whether they believe in Christ or not.  In your life is there an area that it might be better for you in the long run to remain silent and not feel the need to defend yourself?

[image: image164.wmf]Is there an area in your life that it would be better for you to speak up and not remain silent in defending yourself or another?

What enables us after a trial to encourage our brothers and sisters? Acts 16:40

Experience teaches us alot to us about ourselves mentally, emotionally, socially, physically, and spiritually.  It also teaches us alot about how GOD works in us and in others around us.  It strengthens us and illustrates how we can survive with GOD’s help. 
Read in 2 Corinthians 1:1-3 about how His comfort overflows in us.  Because of His comfort overflowing in us we are able to let it overflow into others!  
[image: image165.wmf]We must grasp the fact that it is in the sorrows of our lives that we truly get to know our self. How can our sorrows lead us into deeper worship?  

[image: image166.wmf]In difficult circumstances and even persecution do you think you could find voice to sing a song?  If you could what might you sing about?

It is in our times of peace that we prepare for our times of tribulations!  ”People desperately desire to see someone who has had a fresh and real encounter with Jesus!  It encourages and brings hope.”
 It is obvious the people of Philippi met a fresh and real encounter with Jesus through Paul and Silas as they worshipped in a prison cell.  I want people to meet Jesus through me in a fresh and real way.  Let’s pray for each other right now that no matter what our circumstances that we “be” fresh and real in the LORD so that others may encounter the Truth that Speaks!
	Closing Praise:

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.

2 Corinthians. 4:8-9


Redeemed to Praise

	[image: image167.wmf]
	Day One

Song of the Eternal

  


	Opening Praise: 

    Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only GOD, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 1 Timothy 1:17

 Our Prayer:

Oh, GOD please give me a vision of You—the One who sits on the throne with complete details of your Glory and allow me the privilege of singing harmoniously with the harps of the elders as I sing praise to my Kinsman Redeemer—Jesus.  May my voice be filled with your praise all the days of my life.  In Jesus’ Name. Amen.


Praise of the Redeemer

Just moments before I stood among the churches watching as Jesus gave the invitation for anyone that knocks, when I look up and the door of Heaven opens for me to enter.  It doesn’t appear to be a physical door but a door that belongs to the spirit world.  I do not see a knob to grasp, yet I knew it is the entrance to Heaven.  A voice blasted with the force of a trumpet, “Come up here and I will show you what must take place after this.”  Instantly, I am transported into the throne room of Heaven.  I look down at my body and it is no longer physical, but spirit.  I lift my hand thinking I still have a body, but the movement defied the physical realm.  My gaze traveled through the haze of movement only to focus upon the most incredible vision before me. 
I AM rested on His throne.  I saw Him clearly for the first time. No dark lens, preventing my sight from peering upon His glory.  His radiance reflected clarity as jasper catches light.  Yet light passed through Him in many facets.  A depth of red like a carnelian emanated from Him splashing pools of red.  The vision of His presence seared into my mind.  I did not want to forget any of it, remembering that the First and Last commanded me to write everything down.  
A rainbow completely surrounded I AM.  It arched in a full circle reflecting and refracting from His person.  No matter which way I looked about the Father a halo surrounded Him in a prism of color.  The layers of color so astounding I knew them, but at the same time I knew them not before.  How can I see each with such clarity with its own identity?  As I gazed upon this awesome wonder, a wave of understanding captivated me as I reflected upon the fulfillment of the covenant promise fulfilled in Christ.  
Awe struck at His completion.  I stood basking in the beauty of Him as His presence captured me.  Enhancing the Creator the color emerald oozed invigorating life— reviving and refreshing to the soul as one drank in the hue covering our GOD and King.  The very paint He used so freely in His pallet as He created earth now bathed His presence— a delicious hue of life-encircling His throne.  Glory to GOD in the Highest!
Twenty-four thrones encircled His throne presenting the redeemed elders of the earth. Their faces the embodiment of glorious rest and satisfaction— truly You alone satisfy!  A white airy linen flowed gracefully about them with each movement.  A simple victor’s crown made of pure gold adorned their heads.  
Piercing through the cascade of color flashes of lightning burst from the throne, as rumblings of thunder roared out in regular intervals with such a presence my eardrums beat to the tempo.  Evidencing the Alpha and Omega has had enough!  
The seven lamp stands blazing in front of the throne illuminated the very character of YHWH seen in His gifts and grace.  As the sun rises, a thought grew in my heart I am actually seeing the operations of the Holy Spirit illuminating and radiating the Most High’s Glory.  A sea of glass--clear as crystal reflected the light and presence of the One on the throne with greater clarity and light.  Perfection!
In the center, very near to the throne stood four living creatures— their presence powerful.  In them, I saw the omnipotence of the One on the throne.  His strength and authority made known through their presence.  The creatures’ entire bodies encased with all seeing eyes.  Omniscience reflected out at me!   There is nothing He cannot see! Somehow I knew— each creature represented an attribute of the Most High.  I had never seen them before yet I knew them well.     

Here we are beloved at the end of our time!  GOD has taught me so much over the last eight weeks!  How about you?  I am proud of you for staying the course.  I must tell you, this last lesson excites me more than all the rest because right here in these fives days we will observe that our redemption is drawing near!  All the more reason for us to draw near to the Redeemer!  AMEN!  Pull up your sleeves, say a prayer asking for wisdom and understanding because we are about to dive into the songs of our future inheritance!
Revelation is a vision given to John to bring the message of hope that good overcomes evil.  John had just presented the letters to the churches with its warnings and encouragement in Revelation 1-3. We will now transition into a vision of the Throne of Heaven and the ultimate in worshiping the Creator and the Redeemer by His creation.  Revelation 1:3 says that anyone who reads this prophecy and takes it to heart will be blessed because the time is near.  Please listen to these simple songs and embrace the blessing of the Great I AM and all He has in store for you and all the saints in Christ Jesus.  We will examine various aspects of what John saw in his vision and what it means symbolically or literally for the Return of our King, as well as discover some truths about the throne!
Please read Revelation 4:1-8.  

The first point I want to make: Notice it is Revelation, not Revelations!  There is only one revelation from GOD… not many… one and it is found printed in Genesis to Revelation.  There is no other text that is sacred or Biblical.
“There before me stood a door open in heaven…” This verse reminds me of Matthew 7:7.  What promise is given to a believer in Matthew 7:7?

I take literally that He will open the door when it applies to the will of GOD for His purposes.  For this reason, a daily cry of my heart is that I will glorify His Name!  Obviously, this is the desire of John’s heart as well.  Will you make it your cry as well?  

So the Host of Heaven opens the door to His entryway and says, “Come on in John!  I have a few things I’d like to show you in my house.”
In order for our praise to honor the Father, we must know and understand who is on the throne!  Over the next five days we will examine the throne and all that happens surrounding it. 
Who is sitting upon the throne in Revelation 4:2?  
There are various theories as to who the elders might represent: 

1. The 24 orders of priests found in 1 Chronicles 24:3-5, 18.

2. The 12 tribes of Judah and the 12 Apostles.

3. The Redeemed.    

According to Revelation, GOD’s Word for the Biblically- Inept, the number twenty-four is used only six times in the Old Testament and every time it refers to the priests of Israel.

What encircled the throne in Revelation 4:3?
When do rainbows typically appear?  
Rainbows typically appear after a storm.  If you recall the biblical account of Noah, the rainbow was given as a covenant promise to Noah in Genesis 9:12-16.  

When does it appear here?  
Consider this thought:  Warren Weirsbe states that the rainbow appears before the storm in the Revelation passage!
   Where as, in the Genesis account God gives the rainbow after flood.  Do you see the Alpha and Omega at work?  Once again, I am struck by the irony of God—a rainbow before the storm!  It is a new twist to the last shall be first and the first shall be last.  The rainbow’s beauty is given the honor to radiate before the storm unfolds.  How cool is that!  GOD is giving the promise of fulfillment found in the covenant made through Christ before the peels of thunder and lightning begins! We need not fear the storm for the promise has already been given and fulfilled.
What surrounds the throne in Revelation 4:4?

What does it imply to you that they are seated next to the One on the throne?

What does sitting with someone convey to you?  Are you more relaxed?  

I like to visualize them at rest, completely comfortable in the throne room of Heaven.  This reminds me of the comfort one feels at the dining table of a good friend.  You know you are loved and valued so you no longer feel the need for pretense.  You are completely capable of relaxing and enjoying the gift of their presence.  The elders are at rest and are totally enjoying the gift of the presence of the Great I AM.  Matthew 11:28-30 supports this idea.  

[image: image168.wmf]How does resting in GOD affect your praise and worship? 

What is the value of presenting them in white linen?

Culturally, for many generations white has represented purity and black represented evil.  Their wearing white linen symbolically represents the purity that Christ has clothed them with by taking their sins away.  This is also the case for us when we get to heaven and we will be dressed in the white linen.  This also represents the righteousness of Christ and how He covers us now as we praise Him.
Why do you think their crown is so significant?

This is really neat because the crown they are wearing is a victor’s crown just like in the Greek games.  It represents that they are from the royal lineage as a co-heir of Christ Jesus—Victorious!  Check out Romans 8:17.  However, the crown that is placed on Jesus is much more.  It is literally a royal diadem.  It represents that He has a complete sovereign reign.

What comes from the throne in Revelations 4:5?
To learn more about the seven spirits or virtues of Christ represented here, check out Resting in His Reality Bible Study.  It studies each virtue in depth that radiates out of Jesus Christ.
It is as if GOD is saying, ENOUGH! Observing the power of lightning causes even the stout at heart to pause!  “GOD’s patience with those on earth is wearing thin.”

What is before the throne in Revelations 4:5-6?
According to Ezekiel 1:22, the sea represents GOD’s holiness.  No wonder it is so peaceful. Truly our glorious rest!
Where are the four living creatures located?  
[image: image169.wmf]How does reflecting upon these creatures enhance your worship of the Holy One?

They are in the center of the Holy of Holies!  Think about it, they are nearest to GOD.  Isn’t this what we desire as we worship GOD?  In Hebrew, they have a word for being near the presence of the glory of GOD, it is the SHEKINAH (ssheh ki’ nah).  The whole purpose of this study is to draw us nearer to the SHEKINAH glory of the LORD!  These four creatures know SHEKINAH glory and reflect it.  

Take a moment to praise the Father and recognize the importance of HIS glory and the weight it carries in eternity!
	Closing Praise:
    "Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and power belong to our GOD! Rev. 19:1



Redeemed to Praise

	[image: image170.wmf]
	Day Two

Song of Creation




	Opening Praise: 

And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our GOD, 
     who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." Revelation 7:10
Our Prayer: 

 Father, You are the One that sits upon the throne!  You are worthy of praise and honor and glory all day and all night.  Let my heart remain faithful in song even as I sleep for truly You are GOD of all creation. In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!


My gaze remained upon the center of the throne.  I longed to drink in the details of the creatures before the throne.  Somehow, I knew what each creature represented as they worship the One on the throne. The first creature— a Lion flexing muscles powerful and solid— the epitome of I AM’s majesty and authority.  His strong arm revealed!  The second creature— an ox lumbering large and solid meant for hard labor— representing the Creator’s faithfulness and patience toward the creature.  His endurance knows no bounds!  The intelligence of the Giver of Thoughts displayed His Splendor in the image of a man— the third creature.  For GOD created man in His own image!   Finally, my gaze rested upon the fourth creature the mightiest of birds— the eagle.  Spanning as far as the east is from the west, GOD’s supreme sovereignty soars over the earth in His majesty.  The four creatures each celebrated six wings covered with eyes reminding me of I AM’s presence upon the throne!  He is always there ever present seeing all that takes place. He is omnipresent.  
Day and night in a never ceasing cadence of rhythm the four living creatures cry out, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord GOD Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.”  As the living creatures give glory, honor, and thanks to Him who sits on the throne and lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down humbly before Him and lay their crowns at His feet.  Twenty-four gold victory crowns refined by the Refiners Fire reflected the Holy One upon the sea of glass.
As they lay the crowns before His throne they sing, “You are worthy, our Lord and GOD, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.”    
 


Yesterday, we looked at what was on, near, around and before the throne.  Today, we will examine what happens before the throne.  As we reflect upon John’s vision of the throne of heaven, let’s consider our own approach to the Holy of Holies—the throne of the Most High.  Read Revelations 4:8-11.  What do the creatures give to the one on the throne according to Revelation 4:9?
[image: image171.wmf]Do you see how this is an attitude of gratitude?  Can we truly praise if we do not live a life of gratitude with thanksgiving in our hearts?

[image: image172.wmf]How can we cultivate an attitude of gratitude with the Father in our families and friendships?
In case you are wondering, the eyes upon the wings represent that GOD is all seeing and the wings represent that GOD is ever present.  As we examine these creatures, we will find that various aspects of the character of GOD are revealed, as well as symbolism representing His people.  Here is an accumulation of the symbolic attributes of GOD believed to be conveyed that I have observed in numerous commentaries:
	Lion

Majesty
Omnipotence 
King of Beasts

King of Kings

Matthew

JUDAH

East

The Lion Tribe of Judah


	Ox
Faithfulness

Patience

Beast of Burden

Suffering Servant

Mark 
EPHRAIM

West

Servant of Yahweh


	Man
Intelligence

Creator

Human

Son of Man

Luke

REUBEN

South

Incarnate Human    Jesus


	Eagle
Supreme 

Sovereignty

Rules the Skies 

Ruler of heaven and earth

John

DAN

North

Divine Son of GOD 




Whether the creatures represent man, beast, location, or a character about GOD one thing is certain… ALL OF CREATION is represented!  Maybe this is why this often referred to as the creation song. 
According to Revelation 4:8, when do they worship the One on the throne?

Just as the creatures recognize the eternal nature of the One on the throne, they sing eternally day and night their song of praise!  This reminds me of Deuteronomy 6:4-6 and how Israel was commanded to think on the Word of GOD when they woke up, as they walk by the way, and as they lay down at night.  Talk about holding your thoughts captive!  

Okay… so maybe you are saying, but they are heavenly creatures this is why they are able to do this without ceasing.  Well, what happens whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne according to Revelation 4:9?
What is the significance in their falling down?

To become prostrate before someone makes you very vulnerable.  No defenses can be reacted upon without some effort.  It causes the individual to be subject to the mercies of the one they humble themselves before.   Some good word descriptions for this are humility, adoration, respect, awe, reverence, surrender, homage, submission, no pretense…

[image: image173.wmf]When was the last time you truly bowed before GOD?

Read the following scriptures and jot down how the Father treats the one that chooses to humble them self.

Psalm 18:27

Psalm 25:9

Psalm 146:7
Psalm 149:4

Proverbs 6:3

We must never forget that we make the choice to humble ourselves!  I once heard the Pastor and speaker Erwin McManus say that he noticed that no where in the Bible does it tell us to pray for humility.  It commands us to humble ourselves.  When we make the choice to humble ourselves there is blessing, but when we don’t then it is humiliation! 

Not only did the twenty-four elders bow down, but they lay _________________ before the throne. Revelation 4:10.  How is laying the crown at the feet of the One on the throne an act of worship?
Simply put, the crown was placed upon the head of a person who is victorious!  Crowns symbolize blessing and honor.  Humbly the twenty-four elders lay their blessing symbolizing their victory before the very ONE that makes them victorious.  

[image: image174.wmf]What can we do symbolically to demonstrate that we are laying down our honor and blessing before the throne?

What aspects of GOD’s character are praised in the two songs presented in today’s passage?

[image: image175.wmf]How can you incorporate these same praises into your prayer life?

William Barclay states that this section represents the church and creation coming together in their praise.
  What a lovely idea!  I do so love my own creatures He created!  In fact, every time I study, pray, write, and even lay prostrate upon the floor they are within a hands reach with me!  
What a day!  Endless praise… attitude of gratitude… bowing down… laying crowns… singing praise… ALL before the throne of the GOD of Heaven and Earth!  Why?  Because HE alone is worthy!  AMEN!
	Closing Praise: 
All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders 

and the four living creatures. 

They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped GOD, saying: 
"Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor power and strength 
     be to our GOD for ever and ever. Amen!" Revelation 7:11-12



Redeemed to Praise

	[image: image176.wmf]
	Day Three

Song of Triumph




	Opening Praise: 

And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one could learn the song except the 144,000 
who had been redeemed from the earth. Rev. 14:3

The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for GOD's wrath remains on him." John 3:35-36
Our Prayer: 

 Father, You deserve a new song!  You give triumph and victory to all who believe in Your Son!  Teach me how to sing a new song daily, In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!


The right hand of GOD lifted up with a scroll resting in it.  It displayed seven seals with writing on both sides.  Somehow, I knew it contained the eternal counsels of the Ancient of Days waiting to be revealed.  As I looked at it, I realized the One on the throne held the will of eternity—the Inheritance of the Redeemed.  Suddenly an angel began extolling, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?”  No one on heaven or earth was able to open the scroll or look inside to reveal the secret purposes of GOD.  Who is to be our Kinsman Redeemer?  

Overwhelmed with tears—uncontrollable grief shook my entire being, for I know GOD and have seen His Glory.  It grieves my soul that I cannot look upon GOD’s divine providence encased in the scroll in His hand.  Sobs racked me as an elder said, “Do not weep!  See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has triumphed.  He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.”

I lifted my head and my eyes saw the Slain Lamb enter the presence of the One upon the throne.  All of history waited for this moment.  A burning ignited within my Spirit that cried, NOW!  The Lamb has overcome!  His features are beyond recognition.  His disfigured person with wounds still present upon Him stood in all His glory before the Father.  He conquered the death call of sin for all that believed in Him.  Relief flooded me as I looked upon the face that bore all my sins.  The Father laid into the nail scared hands of Christ the book of divine providence.  The Slain Lamb readily took it from His hand because He delighted in doing the will of the One on the throne.  The determination pouring through Him made it clear that He is ready to make known the will of the Father.  The One who knew no time has revealed that it is time to reveal truth in its entirety.  The Root of David that had been cut is now allowed to display His Splendor in all its glory to reap the harvest He had born. The LAMB HAS OVERCOME!  
 


I am so overwhelmed!  My entire body has holy bumps standing in awe of the Lamb of GOD!  He has overcome!  My heart sings… the Lamb has overcome!  The Lamb has overcome!  The Song of Triumph that reaches through all ages is the LAMB has OVERCOME!  Do we grasp this?  Honestly?  Take a moment to just bask in this truth!  If possible bow down or lay prostrate before GOD, as if you are literally standing in front of the throne in the Holy of Holies.
Read Revelations 5:1-8.  How is the scroll described?  
Did you notice that it is written on both sides and sealed with seven seals?  It cannot be opened without breaking each seal consecutively.  In Biblical times, a scroll was written on the recto side.  The lines were horizontal which made writing easier.  The verso side was only written on when there was not enough room on the recto side. The verso lines were vertical and made writing very difficult.  They called a scroll written on both sides an opisthograph.  It was very rare to have a scroll written on both sides.  In fact, some believe that the seals reveal a mystery.
  The heir, upon the death of the appointed giver was the only one allowed to open an inheritance scroll.  

Read Colossians 2:2-3.  What does it tell us about mystery?

How might we imply that these two verses are about to be fulfilled in the fullest measure?

What does the mighty angel do in Revelation 5:2?

Now do not think for one moment that this angel does not know who is worthy!  He knows!  For that matter, John knows!  Remember, John is the beloved disciple!  Isn’t it interesting that Jesus’ birth came quietly in the birth of a baby, as a star silently points to his bed, yet in His coming to open the seals—it is proclaimed in a loud voice by a proclaiming angel!  What are we told John does when the angel asks, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?”

He didn’t just weep!  He wept much!  

Everything in history has culminated for this one moment… the entrance of the Lamb of GOD… the Prince of Peace… Holy One… Emmanuel… Redeemer… the Son of GOD!  
Notice GOD-The Father is all ready seated on His throne.  Only He has known the time of Christ’s return.  Now the One on the throne has made it known to His Son that now is the time.  In walks Christ.  Can you imagine?  The Father taps His Son on the shoulder and whispers, “It’s time.”  The Son who has been waiting to bid the will of the Father finally steps up and walks into the throne room to take the scroll.  No one will know until the minute He walks into the throne room that it is time.  You know the Joy of the Father will radiate on that day!  I can hear Him saying, “This is My Son whom I am well pleased!  Listen to Him!”

Where does the Lamb stand and who surrounds Him?

Did you catch that He is closest of all to the One on the throne?  Once again we find the twenty-four elders falling down before the throne, but this time it is the Lamb they bow before joined by the four living creatures.
I can’t seem to get over that Jesus’ birth came quietly in the birth of a baby as a star silently points to his bed, yet in His coming to open the seals it is proclaimed in a loud voice. It encourages.  It emboldens.  It strengthens and yes it humbles! Yeah, I know the angels sang about his arrival too!  His voice is loud with the victory of Triumph!
Here are a few reminders of how the ONE on the throne has triumphed in behalf of His children.  Underline ever verb to describe how the LAMB HAS OVERCOME!
He shot arrows and scattered [the enemies], 
     bolts of lightning and routed them.

2 Samuel 22:15

You came out to deliver your people, 
     to save your anointed one. 
You crushed the leader of the land of wickedness, 
     you stripped him from head to foot. Selah
Habakkuk 3:13

"Woe to Nebo, for it will be ruined. 
     Kiriathaim will be disgraced and captured; 
     the stronghold will be disgraced and shattered.

Jeremiah 48:1
Your hand will be lifted up in triumph over your enemies, 
     and all your foes will be destroyed. Micah 5:9

I will crush the Assyrian in my land; 
     on my mountains I will trample him down. 
His yoke will be taken from my people, 
     and his burden removed from their shoulders."

Isaiah 14:25

The GOD of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. 
     The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.

Romans 16:20
[image: image177.wmf]Which one of these did you need to be reminded of today?  Why?  
As we come to a close in our study, I want to remind you of the little guy you were asked to draw in week one.  I asked you to name the two weights he lifted: “knowing” and “remembrance.”  This is one mystery that has been revealed and must be lifted up with regular reps daily.  Do not be afraid to proclaim in a loud voice what one of the elders told John in Revelation 5:5.  Write it down here as a reminder so that you will know what you know!
The enemy has been scattered, routed, crushed, stripped, ruined, disgraced, captured, shattered, destroyed, and trampled over time through out history.  He will be scattered, routed, crushed, stripped, ruined, disgraced, captured, shattered, destroyed, and trampled into oblivion for the LAMB HAS OVERCOME!  As we choose to humble ourselves, HE will lift our heads!  Do not forget that the grace of the LORD JESUS is with you!  Praise HIM!  Praise HIM! AMEN!
	Closing Praise:
For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. John 17:2

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.   2 Cor. 8:9


Redeemed to Praise
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	Day Four

Song of Redemption




	Opening Praise:  
Sing to him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for joy. Psalm 33:3

He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our GOD, Many will see and fear and put their trust in the Lord. Psalm 40:3

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Psalm 96:1

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things; his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. Psalm 98:1
Our Prayer: 

 Blessed Redeemer, I come to You giving You praise and honor for You gave me a new song!  I will sing to You, of You, for You all the days of my life!  

In Jesus’ Name Amen!


My eyes followed the Lamb as He approached the One on the throne.  As the scroll caressed the palm of the Slain Lamb, it felt as if heaven breathed again. Immediately the twenty-four elders fell down before Him, but this time they held a harp and golden bowl of incense.  I realized the ethereal music I heard resonating around the throne came from the strumming of these heavenly lyres. The bowls at first appeared to be empty, but as the bowls tipped when the elders bowed the prayers of the saints wafted around the throne.  The aroma of the saint’s prayers greatly pleased the Slain Lamb and the One on the throne.  Both of them paused to inhale the pleasure of the aroma, basking in the unity of the body joining the Son in intercession before the Ancient of Days. Obviously, their prayers moved the heart of GOD through-out history.  The timber of the elder’s voices accompanied by the creatures poured out a new song in harmony. 
“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals,
because you were slain,
and with your blood you purchased men for GOD
from every tribe and language and people and nation.
You have made them to be a kingdom and priests
to serve our GOD,
and they will reign on the earth.”

Selah!

The Breath of Heaven has arrived!  The four living creatures and the twenty-four elders observe the SON of GOD take the scroll.  This truly is the climax of eternity.  The HERO is in the house and He has taken ownership of what is rightfully His!  If we were watching a modern day melodrama, the audience at this point will sigh with relief for the villain most certainly is about to be dealt with.  
Read Revelations 5:8-10
In your own words, describe the worship of the elders in Revelations 5:8-10 as they watch the Lamb take the scroll from the Fathers right hand.
What are the two items they are holding?
Do you wonder where the harp and bowl came from?  In Revelation 4:10, it does not say that they are holding them, but now they are!  It honestly doesn’t matter, but it is fun to ponder!  However, there is symbolism in both of these objects that we should know about.
Read Psalm 33:2, Psalm 98:5, and Psalm 147:7.  What makes the harp so important?  How is it used?

No wonder cherubs are always pictured with harps.  Harps are associated with praise.  Have you ever had the privilege of listening to a harpist play?  It does draw one into heavenly thoughts.  What is your favorite musical instrument in worship?
Read Psalm 141:2.  How does David describe his prayer?

Now this is where it gets exciting.  What does the angel do with the prayers and what follows in Revelation 8:3-5?

Let’s break this down visually:

Smoke Incense + Prayers of Saints + Fire from altar = Natural Phenomenon
WHERE?  ON EARTH!

What does Revelation 15:7-8 say the golden bowls are filled with now?
Do you remember how in Day One of this week we described the thunder and lightning as GOD’s way of saying, “ENOUGH!”  I want us to put all of this together for a moment.  Do you realize how precious your prayers are to GOD?  They are kept until this day as a fragrant offering before GOD!  Finally, they are combined with fire from His altar sent to earth!  So… right now as I am begging GOD in behalf of missionaries: Phil & Donya, Kyle & Donna, Buck & Leslie, Brian & Emily; I am filling up bowls in heaven that are fragrant offerings to GOD.  The awesome part is that when these prayers are ignited with the fire from the altar of heaven… the enemy of GOD better look out because His wrath is about to wipe him out!  What comfort this brings to our hearts!
Who are you filling a bowl for right now?  Why not add another prayer!  Who knows it might be the one that tips the bowl of heaven!

How can we apply Matthew 5:15 to what we have just learned about prayer?

Remember it is not the bowl that gives the prayer value.  What is inside it and how it affects the owner is what makes it valuable! In this case, it is the heart of GOD that is affected! WOW!  We get that it is foolish to hide a light under a bowl. How much more foolish would we be to hide our praise and worship?  Do you see the important role your prayers play in worship in heaven?  It is no less important on earth!  
Beloved, we are coming close to an end to our time together with this study and I am feeling the deep need to implant in you truths that will never die.  I pray right now in the Name of Jesus you hear this… YOU MATTER!  YOUR PRAYERS MATTER!  YOU ARE PRECIOUS to OUR FATHER and what you say to HIM is so important HE keeps it in a bowl.  Not just any kind of bowl, but a golden bowl.  Consider the truth that gold must be refined by fire to shine.  Our prayers are what enable the Refiner of Fire to refine us that we too might shine!  Please add this knowledge to your weights of “knowing” and “remembrance!”  Lift it up often and share it with others!

[image: image179.wmf]The Dictionary of Biblical Imagery states that a bowl can symbolize “fullness and completion.”
  What does this tell you about your prayer, praise, and worship?
What do you think the implication is behind the wording “they sang a new song?”
Hopefully by now, you know the fact that GOD only does a new thing!  He never does old news. His mercies are new every morning!  If you think about it, GOD continuously reveals Himself through out history in new ways.  Let’s analyze the song they sang and see what we learn about Christ our King, the Lamb of GOD! Ask the Father to speak to you now in a new way as you read through their song. 

What made Christ worthy to take the scroll?
What did Christ do with His blood?

Here is a key word we must understand!  The word “purchase” means to redeem!  Think of it this way.  When we walk into a grocery store to buy something we bring cash, check or credit to purchase our item.  Then we get to take it home and use it.  GOD the Father uses the blood of Jesus to purchase us for Him.  We have been redeemed by the blood of Jesus for whom?  
Who did the Lamb of GOD redeem?

Do you see that GOD does not play favorites?  Every tribe, language and people group!  O thank you Father for including us!  The Father did not just include us, but He has given us an assignment.  Underline what we have been created to do.
You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our GOD, 

 and they will reign on the earth."  

Revelation 5:10

Beloved we were created to serve our Father as kings and priest as we reign on this earth!  As we reflect upon the new song, we observe a summation of all Christ did for those who believe!  Look at what Christ did for you and me.  I am going to personalize this so it will sink in deeper!  Say this out loud and own it!  Lift it up and allow these five truths to strengthen your spiritual muscles.

You died for me!


You redeemed me!


You gathered me with all the other saints to be one!


You made me a royal priesthood!


You chose me to reign!

Now if that isn’t something worth singing about I don’t know what is!  These five represent why we are “Redeemed to Praise!” Amen and Hallelujah! 
	Closing Praise:
I will sing a new song to you, O GOD; on the ten-stringed lyre

 I will make music to you, Psalm 144:9
Praise the Lord.  Sing to the Lord a new song, 

His praise in the assembly of the saints. Psalm 149:1

"Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations. Isaiah 42:1


 Redeemed to Praise
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	Day Five

Song of the Multitudes




	
Opening Praise:  
"Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our GOD for ever and ever. Amen!"    Rev. 7:12
Our Prayer: 

 Father, Let my life become a song that blends with the songs of the saints to bring You all Glory, Honor and Praise. In Jesus’ Name, AMEN!


Right before my eyes a host of angels too numerous to count encircle the throne along with the living creatures and the elders.  As far as the eye can see, every created being completed the eternal orbit around the throne.  As if the heavenly conductor struck a tuning fork for a perfect pitch one voice rose out of creation proclaiming, “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”  The power of their statement awoke the praise of the creatures in heaven and earth both under the earth and the sea to begin their song: “To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power forever and ever!”

I stood near the Lamb with my eyes fixed upon the One on the throne, His presence so overwhelming that I too felt compelled to worship.  I remembered the songs of antiquity as I gazed upon His holiness in all its purity and glory.  Suddenly, a panorama of worship history danced before me…  Moses and Miriam danced with Israel at the Red Sea delivered from their enemies. Hannah presented Samuel to Eli at the altar for a life of service in the temple for GOD heard.  David danced with complete abandon for the ark was home returning the presence of YHWH to Israel.  Zechariah stood next to Elizabeth as his tongue loosed a song of pure praise for a son that will prepare the way for the Risen LORD!  Mary bowed in humble silence while pondering the wonder of a Savior wrapped in swaddling clothes.  Paul and Silas sang through suffering shackled in chains drawing more and more with them to worship the Savior.  Peter and John set up the table for the last supper only to have Jesus wash their feet reminding them they are called to serve.  As I saw myself rest my head on Jesus’ bosom, my voice joined the chorus as a new song ringing with the melody of the harps vibrating my vocal cords—harmonious and pure in tone.  Though the sound seemed so new to me, in the inner most part of my being I knew it well.  As He knitted me in my mother’s womb, He weaved it within me.  His presence enhanced the purity to perfection.  Glory revealed… no longer concealed! 
The Lamb lifted the scroll in the air and broke the wax of the first seal.  Suddenly one of the four living creatures called out in a voice that sounded like thunder, “Come!”  I looked and there stood a white horse with a rider that held a bow.  He was given a crown--a royal diadem and He rode out as a conqueror bent on His quest.

All I want to do is praise Him for I am redeemed!

One day at my church in Houston while singing a worship song about the north, south, east and west our worship leader suggested that we physically turn our bodies in the directions as we sang each direction.  I will confess to you something. I am not a very good singer, but I love worship!  A lot of the time, I do not sing because I love to hear the beautiful voices that know how to carry a tune.  On this particular day, the Father made me pause.  As we turned to the north, I realized that our voices were one.  For the first time in my life, I could not distinguish my voice from the other voices or any other voice of another.  Our hearts were one and it came out in one voice.  It still kisses me.  For a moment, the Father allowed me the precious gift of recognizing how the body of Christ can become one voice in worship.  Today as we close, say a prayer that our praise becomes one voice in our various churches across the land!  
Read Revelations 5:11-14.
John heard the _________________ of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand.  
Did you notice that it is singular?  THE VOICE!  Not the voices of…  In fact, when I looked up the Greek for this word I noticed that it is described as a tone.  If possible, hear with your ear this thought… a multitude of angels sing with such a tone that all of their voices are one voice!  ONE VOICE!  Our praise in heaven will join the multitude of angles to become one voice!  WOW!  I can’t wait!  I am sure my sweet singing sisters can’t wait too!
Who is encircling the throne according Revelation 5:11?

WOW!  The throne room is growing and so is the praise!  Now we have angels, elders, and creatures praising!  Talk about a great worship party!  Celebration at the highest height!  As they sing of the Lamb, they proclaim seven truths we need to grasp and understand about Christ’s character, nature and worthiness.   Create a list in the table of the seven possessions He deserves based upon Revelation 5:12 beside the number in the left column.  Try to use a one descriptive word to illustrate either Christ’s character, nature, or worthiness of praise.  After each verse in the second column, write how you can appropriate this truth in your life.
Jesus’ Praise

Appropriate a Promise 
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.


	and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. Colossians 2:10

Although I am less than the least of all GOD's people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. Eph. 3:8
If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask GOD, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. James 1:5

Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always. 1 Chronicles 16:11

You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. Psalm 8:5

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. Hab. 2:14

From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. John 1:16



Wouldn’t it be fun to have a bird’s eye view of the circle of praise surrounding the throne? I wonder how far it will extend.  What creatures join in the heavenly anthem according to Revelation 5:13?
This reminds me of Philippians 2:9-11:

“Therefore GOD exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of GOD the Father.”  

It says every tongue!  All my life I have only considered this to be the tongue of men, but based on Revelation 5:13, I now realize this means literally every tongue!  Think about it this includes the tongues of all creatures big and small for the LORD GOD made them all!
Just in case we have not gotten it our last observation for this study centers upon the one sitting upon the throne. Who is on the throne?

If we can grasp this one truth, our praise will lift high!  Take a moment to read 
1 Chronicles 29:1-17.  Read this with the mind set that David is seeking those who will give of their gifts to build the temple.  
Are you willing to consecrate yourself today for the LORD?  If yes, then take a moment to commit afresh to Him your commitment and love.
Do you desire to give willingly and wholeheartedly to the LORD to build the temple?  Remember the temple is now inside you.  Lay at the altar of His feet your mind, your heart, and your soul.  Cry out, “Your will be done!”
Praise the One on the Throne and the One who can take the scroll by reading through David’s praise aloud.  Remember David praised the LORD in front of the whole assembly. We must too!
"Praise be to you, O LORD, 
     GOD of our father Israel, 
     from everlasting to everlasting. 
Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power 
     and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, 
     for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 
Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; 
     you are exalted as head over all. 

Wealth and honor come from you; 
     you are the ruler of all things. 
In your hands are strength and power 
     to exalt and give strength to all. 

Now, our GOD, we give you thanks, 
     and praise your glorious name.

1 Chronicles 29:10-13
And all the elders said, “AMEN!”
Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. 
Here I am!
 I stand at the door and knock. 
If anyone hears my voice and opens the door,
 I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 
    To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, 
just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne.

Revelations 3:19-21
Beloved, He is your Kinsman Redeemer and He has redeemed you.  You were bought with a price.  Be earnest and repent!  Go and join the Lamb at the table and take your seat beside Him at the throne! Join the voice of the multitudes in singing His Praise. Enjoy the eternal completeness and sufficiency.  Remember you are loved with an everlasting love for you are Redeemed to Praise!!!
WONDERFUL

COUNSELOR

PRINCE OF PEACE

MIGHTY GOD
HOLY ONE

EMMANUEL 
BREAD OF LIFE

MESSIAH 
LAMB OF GOD
LOGOS

VINE

GROOM

FAITHFUL WITNESS

ALPHA AND OMEGA

ALMIGHTY

SON OF GOD
BRIGHT AND MORNING STAR

REDEEMER

JESUS

AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH!

	Closing Praise:
O LORD our GOD, as for all this abundance that we have provided 
for building you a temple for your Holy Name, 
it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you.  
I know, my GOD, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. 
All these things have I given willingly and with honest intent. 
And now I have seen with joy how willingly your people 
who are here have given to you.  

1 Chronicles 29:16-17
(For this I praise You!)

"Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and power belong to our GOD! Rev. 19:1
"Let the whole earth be filled with His glory; Amen, and Amen." Psalm 72:19  
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